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ADVERTISEMENT. 



TH E celebrity of the metropolis of the 
Britifh empire, and that natural wifh 
5vhich the intelligent among its inhabitants 
muft have to be acquamted "with the remark- 
able things it contains, have given encou- 
ragement to very many publications, intended 
to anfwer the purpofe of information con- 
cerning them. Thofe who have the oppor- 
tunity of confulting many of thefe, need not 
be told,^ that they confift, for the moft part, 
% of compilations, extrafted without judgment 
^ or enquiry, from a few original writers; care 
f^ being taken, at the fame lime, to conceal the 
;:_^oWigation, becaufe a difclofure of the theft 
-- ;^oul4 ^have Ihewn too ejSeaually of what 
-, Ihred^ and patches they are compofed; The 
.<i original amhpr of this work was not one of 
;^his pilfering fraternity, and the editor, who 
' , ; A 2 now 
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iv ADVERTISEMENT. 

now republilhes it with more than an equal 
quantity of additions, is ambitious to follow 
his example. Whether he has at ali fuc* 
ceeded in taking up the pen of to great a 
mafter, mull be left to the judgment of that 
pubhc for whofe ufe it was done ; but there 
are fome things of which even he who is the 
aftor, is enabled to judge and fpeak with 
propriety. On this account he affures the 
world, that he has ftriflly attended to things, 
and not to men ; and is, therefore, perfeftly 
confcious of having afled with the moft abfo- 
lute impartiality. He has been careful to 
vifit every place, or thing, treated of. This, 
in reality, is fo ptiuch the duty 6f a writer of 
a book of this kind, that many readers will, 
perhaps, wonder to find it mentioned here ; 
yet there are many Others who, having been 
difappointed by modem books of the fort 
we have defcribed, will be ready to allow, 
that it is an advantage not only cftimable but 
fcarce. It would not, perhaps, be modeft to 
Ipeak much in commendation of the merit of 
the original review ; and to thofc wfio have 
penetration enough to diftingtrifli the pro- 
duftions of genius, attended by deJicJucy of 

taflc, 
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ADVERTISE xM EN T. v 

tafte, and livelinefs of wit, it will not be ne- 
ceflary. Several confidcrable defefts in va- 
rious parts of the town, which were cenfdred 
by our author, have , fince been attended to 
and remedied; large additions have been 
made on all fides, and no fmall number of 
-works of merit and importance have appeared, 
particularly in Weftminfter-abbey. Thefc 
have been carefully attended to, and the plan 
itfelf, in feme meafure, enlarged, by admit- 
ting fuch hiftorical accounts as appeared to be 
interefting or neceffary. The preface, or 
eflay, is entirely written by Ralph, and the 
other parts of his work are dillinguiflied by 
inverted commas. 
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ESSAY ON TASTE. 



WHAT we underftand by Tafte, is the 
peculiar relifh that we feel for any 
agreeable objeft; and is more or lefs perfeft,- 
according to the degree of judgment we em- 
ploy in diftinguifhing its beauties. It ought 
always to be founded on truth, or veri-fimi- 
Htude, at leaft; but we often find it to be 
only the child of opinion, or the mere refult 
of accident. 

True tafte is not to be acquired without 
infinite toil and ftudy, and we are generally 
too indolent to accept of an advantage on 
fuch terms. This is the real oceafion why a 
falfe one is fo apt to prevail; and, on a divi- 
fion of mankind, would number three to one 
A4 m 
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viii PREFACE. . 

in its own favour. All men are fond of be- 
ing cfteemed witty, wife, or learned; but 
they are; willing to procure their reputation 
as eafily as poffible. 

They have fenfe euough to obferve, how 
cheaply thi^ is acquired by the humour of 
fafhion, to the prejudice of true underftand- 
ing and genuine politenefe ; and we are zeal- 
y otts in promoting the foHies we intend to prac- 
tife. Like men of much ambition and narrow 
fortune, we counterfeit the gaiety we can 
never purchafe; and frugally flatter durfelves, 
that our tinfel will be miftaken for ttie real 
gold it was intended to imitate. 

I am forry to fay, it is in my power to ap- 
peal to numberlefs fafts for the truth of this 
afiertioB. Nothing is fo common as the affec- ' 
tation of tafle, and hardly any thing is (b feldom 
, £oimd as the reality. Indeed, the misfortune 
isinfeftious, and a variety of incidents agree 
to make it ajmoft univerfal. Bad principles of 
education when, young; an ill choice of ac- 
quaintance, at entering into the world; the ig- 
norance of thofe that undertake to inform us; 
and continual prejudices of our own. But 
the frequency or confirmation of an evil, 

fllQUld 
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PREFACE. ix 

(hould never difcourage us from endeavour- 
ing to furmount it ; and even if it be grown 
quite defperate, there is ihe more ncceflBty' 
for oppoGng it with the greater vigour. 

There is fo much depends oil a true tafte, 
•with regard to elegance, and even to morali- 
ty, that I cannot refift the teiiiptation of 
throwing in my mite to the publick, and re- 
commending, to the utmoft of my power, what 
I judge to be of fo much advantage. The 
defign of fchools, the ufe of univerfities, the 
benefit of converfation, Ihould all center in 
this great point; and no one can properly be 
fliied a gentleman, who has not made ufe of 
every oppdrtunity to enrich his own capacity^ 
and fettle the elements of tafte, which he may 
improve at leifure. There are numbers of 
perfons, who may juftly claim reputation for 
a fingle excellence, that in all others are de- 
feftive and inconfiderable^mercly for the want 
of this general accomplifhment. A good 
-tafte is the heightener of every fcience, and 
-the polifti of every virtue i it is the friend of 
Tociety, and the guide to knowledge; it is 
the improvement of pleafure, and the teft of 
merit. By this we enlarge the circle of en- 
' A 5 joyment, 
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X PREFACE. 

joymciU, and refine upon happiirefs. It en- 
ables us to diftinguifh beauty wherever we 
find it/ and to deteft error in all its difguifes. 
It obliges us to behave with decency and ele- 
gance, and quickens our attention to the 
good qualities of others. In a word, it is the 
affemblage of all propriety, and the center 
ofa 11 that is amiable. 

Truth and beauty indjude all excellence; 
and, together with their oppofites, are the 
only objefts for the exercife of our ccnfufe 
or admiration. The rightly diftinguifliing of 
them is the proof of a good tafte, and what 
naturally leads to the perfe6lion of judgment 
and apprehenfion. Truth fliould be confi- 
dered as the defign in painting, and beauty 
the colouring and decoration. Falfehood and 
deformity are the contrafts of the groupe, 
and to be able to deleft the one, we Ihould be 
capable of admiring the other. The mind, 
which is always employed in contemplating 
the firft, or condemning the laft, will be par- 
tial in its knowledge, and unjuft in its decif- 
lion. Prejudice, on either fide, is foreign to 
a good taffe; and yet, through the frailty of 

hrnnaoc 
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hamsn nature^ both may meet in the fame 
perfon together^ 

To acquire that excellence perfeftly, there- 
fore^ we muft be impartial in our enquiry, and 
cool in our judgment; quick to apprehend, 
and ready to determine what is an error, and 
what a beauty ; carefully examining when we 
condemn if the defe£l is not in our mind ; 
and when we praife, whether we truly un- 
derftand the obje£i of our approbation* 
Many a miftake has been made by not ob-* 
Serving this rule. Beauties have been ctn^ 
iured for want of underftanding, and others 
extolled becaufe in the mafque of truth. 

To reduce thefe hints intapradice, I would 
again obferve, that the influence of a good 
taile i& to be extended much farther than is^ 
generally imagined It is not confined only 
to writings of every kind, but intimately re- 
gards, painting and fculpture; comprehends 
the whole circle of civility and good man- 
ners, and regulates life and conduft, as well* 
as theory and fpeculation.- In every one of 
t^efe relations, it is always to beobferved both 
in judging andafting. For want of it, in alii, 
we fee daily a thoufand abfufdities thatpolite* 
A 6» . iiefsi 
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nefs would be afhamed of, aiid I'eafon con- 
demn; pertnefs pafles for wit ; dulnefs for de- 
corum; Jewdnefs for humour; diffimulation 
for honour; and vanity for every accomplilh- 
menf. 

It is hard to determine, whether there be an 
internal difference in the effence of fouls, or 
whether they ^xert themfelves more or lefs 
vigoroufly, in proportion to the delicacy of 
the organs of the body they inform, or whe- 
ther the force of educatiqn, habit, or fociety 
gives a fuperior turn to the genius that pof- 
feffcs thefe advantages. 

It is certain, there is a wide difference in 
tnen; and, whatever is the caufe, fome are 
. diftinguifhed by fo many perfeHions, as al- 
moft elevate them above the rank of their 
fellow-creatures, and fet themv at an awful 
diftance, for the vulgar, of mankind to wop- 
der at. 

But how great foever is the capacity, in- 
finite toil and labour are neceflfary to form it 
into beauty and regularity. So many diffi- 
culties are to be fqrmounted, ' fo many morti- 
fications are to be endured, and fuch a laby- 
rinth of knowledge is to be flrugglcd through, 

that, 
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PREFACE. xut 

that, were not ambition to prompt Us, and 
vanity to flatter, fcarce one in a thoufand 
would have the courage to undertake fo ar- 
duous a talk ; and not one in five hundred of 
them have the refolution, or addrcfs, toac- 
complifh the end they had in view. The very 
profpeQ would frighten us from attempting it; 
either paffion^ or indolence, would hinder our 
attaining it* But very few arrive even at the 
point they propofed. None can Tay they 
have finilhed their journey; knowledge i* 
infinite, and when mortality has fpun out iu 
lateft thread in the purfuit, we look forward 
with aftonifhment at the unbounded fcene 
before us, and backward with contempt at 
the little portion our whole lives could com- 
, pafs. 

Nature feems to have done as much for us 
^as we can do for ourfelves, and the utmoft 
of our endeavours can do little more than 
regulate and polifli the hints that arife from 
her. What is learning, but a collefti'On of 
that knowledge which nature had infpired? 
And what politenefs, but a refinement on 
thofe pleafures which Ihe has diftated ? Let 
us look upon the grave and ferious among 
' . the 
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the vulgar, and wc fliall fee oBconomy ami 
morality in miniature, and both as perfeEl ay 
is nee4M to their circumftai^ces. Let lis ob- 
ferve the frolic and gay amongft them ; their 
pkafures are the fame as ours, and they are 
equally attached to the decorations of ele^ 
gance. 

Has refined and modilh luxury a fingteen^ 
joyment that thi^y do not admire, and per- 
fefily imitate? Let us.purfue this thought a 
little farther, and we fliall find our poetry^ 
painting, ftatuary, and mufic, indulged among 
them; and, as in their original, labouring 
for perfeftion. What gathers togiether the^ 
.numerous crowds that liften to a wretched 
fong in every ftreet, but the rapture which 
poetry never fails to infpire, and that foftnefa. 
of heart which engages the attention, and 
charms every faculty ? Why are their walls 
hung with fcurvy piftures; but becaufe their 
hearts delight in every imitation of nature, 
and whatever they are fond of they are will- 
ing to poffefs ? Inftead of ftatuary they, have 
images of wax, of earth, of clay, and of 
pJaifter, in abundance, made fine with paint- 
ing and gilding, to atone for the want of true 
8- beauty, 
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heakty, and real exccUenGy. How many of 
them are fo inchanted with mufic, as to make 
it the bufinefe of their lives, and fometimcs 
pra8:ife it with fuccefs ? All, in general^ bear 
witnefs to its power, and, like Araphion's 
ftocks and ftpi^s, are tranfported with har- 
mony^ Such is the mechanical influence 
that the.rudeft Iketch of beauty and pleafure 
has upon the moft low, uncultivated minds^ 
and fo general is the confefiion of all maii«^ 
kind in their'^favour ! 

; I think I may be indulged too in recom^ 
mending this thought to men of educatiom 
and quality, I think fuch ftudies, and fucfc 
employments, would afford them more fatisi* 
ia^ion than the prefent mode of diverfions^ 
and would be far more worthy of their- cba- 
raflers. Nature, it is plain, points them ouc 
to their confideration, and their own ftationc 
in life fliould make them their infeparabJe 
Companions. But inftead of that, I ^eak it 
^with great concern, there are very few who 
have not ftrove to mortify their relifh* for 
them^ and done a violence to nature, in com- 
pliment to fafhion. Gaming. and horfe-races 
are now theanmfemems in vogue ; and there 

art 

Digitized by CjOOQ'IC 



xvi PREFACE. 

are few who have courage enough to declare 
againft them, even though they are contrary 
to their inclinations. True politenefs feems 
in difgrace with mankind, and it is even 
thought very abfurd to be its advocate- 
Where is the perfon who glories in bein^ her 
admirer, in ftemmingthe torrent of barbarifm 
in an abandoned age, and doing juftice to 
learning and virtue ? Where is the guardian 
genius to merit, its nurfe, its patron, its 
frien4> its father? Hence it is, that folly and 
affe6iation become univerfal ; and elegance 
and knowledge are fo little regarded. The 
inan with half a head appears as wife now, 
as Janus of old with two. The imaginary 
jdifFcrence of ftatute between the moderns and 
the Antediluvians, is hardly more remark- 
able, than the real diminution of the wit of 
t'bis age, in comparifon with that of the laft. 
We are quite /degenerating to Lilliputians, a 
xaxe of dapperwits ; and there is not above a 
hak's breadth difference between us and our 
Jeaders. If any of my readers ftiould be 
vain enough to difbelieve me, I refer him to 
my pupil for demonftration. In Ihort, the 
man who ventures barely, to recommend a 

good 
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good tafte^ is gazed at as a monfter, the 
growth of another clime, and, without ques- 
tion, we ihould be glad of a new Don 
Quixote, to deftroy him as an enemy to ouf 
repofe. ' 

I fhall clofe this preface with fome remarks 
on architedure in general ; which I find 
ready drawn up to my hand, in the preface 
to a book lately publiibed under the title of 
The Builder's Difiionary : a book which 
contains the elements of the whole art, and 
which it is neceffary every judge, as well as 
artift, ihould underftand. 

Architefture is one of thofe arts which ne- 
ceflity has made univerfal. From the time 
that men firft felt the inclemencies of the fea- 
fons, it had its beginning ; and accordingly it 
has fpread wherefoever the feverities of the 
climate demanded fhelter or ihade. It is to 
be traced in the Indian's hut, and the Ice- 
lander's cave ; and ftill fhews, in thofe bar* 
barous parts of the globe, from what meai^ 
original it rofe to its prefent glory. As dif- 
trefs was the parent of it, fo convenience was 
the firft objeQ; it regarded. Magoificenca 
and decoration were the refult of foioe Iqb^ 

refinement. 
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refinement, and defigned to flatter the often- 
tation of _ the owners. Politenefs is but a 
more delicate term for luxury ; and was it not 
natural for men to grow wanton with eafe and 
affluence, all the fciences in general had laid 
inaftive, nor ever ftarted into being. 

It is eafy to conclude from hence, that 
conveniency Ihould ftill be the builder's firft 
view. Every ftrufture is raifed to anfwer 
fome particular end ; and the moft obvious 
and fimple means are always thebeft to obtaint 
it. When fuch a plan as this is uniformly 
and confiflently laid;- when all its ufes may 
be comprehended at a fingle glance, and all 
appear undeniably reafonable and perfeQ:; 
then the artift is at liberty to add grandeur 
and elegance to ftrength and propriety, arid 
finifh the whole with the full fplendour of 
beauty and grace. 

By this divifion of archite£lure into beauty 
and ufe, it will be demonftrable to every 
reader, that it is partly an art, and partly a 
ftience; the firii is mechanical, andthelaft 
the refult of genius and fuperior underftand- 
Ing. Olie calls in all the aid of fancy and 
•Jaa^iMtioQ} grows poetical in defign, and 

piftu*^ 
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pifturefque in decoration; the other lays 
down fixed and ftated rules, proceeds in the 
fame invariable track of reafoning, and comes 
always to the fame conclufions. Hence it 
happens, that many an excellent workman • 
has proved himfelf a mere mechanic ; and 
many a furprifing genius, that he was ignorant 
of the very principles of the art he niade it 
his profefSon to underftand. Tgrmake a 
thorough mafter, both mull be united; for 
the propriety of a plan is feldom attended to, 
and feldomerunderftood ; and a glaring pile 
of beauty, without ufe, mocks the pofleflbr 
with a dream of grandeur he can never enjoy. 

After this fhort introduction, the author 
proceeds to point out what are the true foun- 
dations of this noble art, and begins with 
Arithmetic, as being the ground-work of men- 
furation, either as to extent or folidity; as 
being the medium of all calculation, and the 
only ro^d to any degree of praftical know-- 
ledge in the mathematicks. 

Geometry follows in the next place, and is 
indeed the foundation tjiat all ftudents muft 
build upon, fince it is impoflible to attain to 
any pctfeftion in architeClure without it. 

It 
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It is geometry that lays down all the firft prin- 
ciples in building, that adjufts all bearings 
and proportions, and meafures points, an- 
gles, and folidities. In ihort, there is no 
being mafter of architeAure, without be- 
ing dMe6l in all the parts of geometry ; and 
he that is fo, though he may err in decora- 
tion, can never do the fame either in ftrength 
or proportion. 

Tnafonry, or the mechanical means of raif- 
ing perpendiculars, turning arches, erefting 
bridges, and . fcfrnaing ftair -cafes, is another 
branch of this art, and muft be underftood 
with great accuracy and readinefs, as being 

the execution of the whole which the ftudent 

» 

defires to learn. 

Levelling and Hydraulicks are likewife of 
great importance to the builder; the firft at 
once enabHf>g him to underftand good fitua- 
tions, or amend them if they are otherwife; 
and the laft, of courfe, direfting the convey- 
ance of water, the draining of low grounds, 
and teaching the whole fecrets of collefljng 
refervoirs, or afterwards employing them to 
the beft advantage. In fhort, on thefc de- 
pend both the neccflary ufc of the water fqr 

family 
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family fupply, and alfo all the beautiful ef- 
fcfts that can refult from it in gardens, by 
baforis, fountains, cafcade«, Sec. 

Mecbanicks is another eflential in this no* 
blc art. It is by underftanding their power 
and effeft, that fuch machines are contrived 
as alone are able to raife up the heavy mate* 
rials to- buildings of any confiderable height, 
or empty waters from a bottom, or drain a 
level, or force them upwards, as art vrould 
dineft, or neceffity require. 

Thefe, with the art of Iketching and draw- 
iDg, are all /the different branches of ftudy 
which are neceffary to form a compleat me- 
chanical architeft. But when he is thorough- 
ly initiated in them all, fo as not to err either 
in principles or praftice, if he cannot add as 
much knowledge more of .his own in their 
nfe and application, he v^ill be fit for nothing 
-more than the ovef Feet of a work, or a judge 
of the mere methods to carry on and finifli 
the whole. ' ' ^ 

The fcience bf defigning is ftill wanting ^6 
forni a great mafter,' or produce fiicH plans 
as ivould 'vie witb thfe ancient beauties of 
Orcece ahd Rome. But if this is not in the 

genius, 
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genius, it is never to be learned. To be able 
taenter into this fecret, the ftudent muft have 
great natural parts, a noble and fruitful ima«* 
gination, a thorough infight and acquaintance 
with beauty, and judgment fedate and cool 
enough to form a juft and delicate tafte^' 
Without tafte, even genius itfelf wanders 
blindfold, and fpends itfelf in vain. Ge- 
nius is, indeed, the firft quality of the foul ; 
but tafte.mufl; be added, or we fhall cenfure 
the wildernefs, infteadof admiring the beauty; 
.we Ihall be diffatisfied with the irregularity, 
inilead of being pleafed with the magiii^ 
ficence. 

But though genius cannot be learned, it 
may be improved ; and though the gift of 
defigning is born with a man, it may be me-* 
thodized by ftudy and obfervation. 

The principal points, therefore, that ihf 
defigner fliould have in view, are, £rft, con- 
venience, . as has been hinted at already, and 
then beauty and magnificence. With regai^d 
U> convenience, few direftions can be given, 
fince it means no more than contriving all the 
requifites belonging tayour plan,. in the moft 
clear and elegant n^aim^r^ and then laying 

out 
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out the fpace tTiey are to be ranged in with 
the moft perfeft order and c&conomy. As 
to beauty and magnificence, they are theonn 
felves never to be exhaufted; and though 
many volumes have been written on them al- 
ready, as many more might ftill be added. 

. Simplicity is generally underftood" to be 
the ground-work of beauty, and decoration 
of magnificence. It is certain the finer parts 
a building is compofed of, if they are har- 
monized with elegance and proportion, the 
more beautiful it appears. The eye is heft 
fatisfied with feeing the whole at once, not 
in travelling from objeQ: to objeft; for then 
the whole is comprehended with pain and dif- 
ficulty, the attention is broken, and we forget 
one moment what we had obferved another. 

But a contraft of figure muft be preferved 
even in the midft.of this fimplicity. It is in 
3, building as in mufic ; the parts are various 
and difagreeinJ5 in themfelves, till reconciled 
by the :lkill and judgment of the matter. A 
jTamenefs of form betrays a poverty of ima- 
gination ; and is the fame in architefturc, as 
dulnefs in writing : the mind is glutted with 
it inftantly, and^ turns away diifatisfied, . It 



itizfed by Google ' 



xxiy P^R E F A C E. 

is, therefore, a principal tiling to be regarded 
by the ftudent, to defign (imply and vari- 
^ oufly at the fame time, and beauty will in- 
fallibly be the refult of the whole. 

Perfpeftive is another grand part of de- 
figning, which demands the mailer's moft 
cridcd regard, inafinuch as nothing contri- 
butes more to grandeur and beauty, if well 
underftood ; and nothing is underftood with 
more difficulty and ftudy. By perfpedive is 
meant the thorough infide profpe£l of a build- 
ing; but if it cannot be applied with pro- 
priety to the art, we would take the liberty 
of fubftituting tlie painter's word keeping in 
the ftead of it. For in all buildings, as in 
(JBures, there muft be one principal figure, 
to which all the others muft be fubordinate, 
iand from whence you muft firike om to exa- 
mine the parts, and to which you muft return 
lio determine thd whole. 

Decoration, or choice and dilpofition of 
j&rnaments, is the laft grand reqaiiite to make 
at compleat ardiite^ : and this depends partly 
4in genius; and* partly an fancy; but both 
m(uit< be under the conduA of the fevereft 
^ judgment and cxatfieft tafie. In ifaort^ all 

ornwienls 
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ornaments are ill |)laced, that may be fpared 
without being miffed: as all empty fpaccs 
are abfurd, wh^re riak^dnefs hurts the eye,' 
and propriety would admit of decoration. ' 

We cannot fufBciently recommend to all 
perfons, who build fumptuoufly,' to calculate 
their buildings according to the p6int of fight 
from whence they are to be viewed. If they 
may, or fliould be fceri front for, their parts 
fliould be fimple, great, -and noble; if the 
prolpeft is near, the workmanlhip fliould be 
neat and little, that it may be feen and un- 
derftood, as the nature of its fituation will 
give leave. 

Upon the whole, nothing, but nature, and 
a long ftudy of the antient and modern ftruc- 
t^res, wiJl enrich the mind fufficiently to 
excel in this noble art; and this diflionary 
will be found a proper key to explain their 
beauties, as well as a. needful caution to avoid 
their defefts. 

As nothing contributes more to the gran- 
deur and magnificence of a city, than noble 
and elegant buildings, fo nothing produces 
an heavier cenfure on the national tafte, than' 
4?hofe which are otherwife. It is for this 
a "^ reafon, 
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reafoi^, hjg})1y.teudable to ftir u{^ the public 
to an* atuiition to fuch dkgant. and.propet 
aeforatipQf a^tljf^c^; liQti^ly in regafd tq 
thefi^awof.t^5P9i49i in,g€|^^ but their 
tntcjT^ft. too. Oi^c ofl d^ej cjbwf raa&Hf vhy 
ItaJy. i».fo^eiKi;aJly vifiicAby, allfowigww 
of ([onius. and diftio£t|oi|> i» owing to. thq 
i|iag^n$cei)ce. of. th^ir ftf^Qure^ i^d tbcut 
imoiber and; variety : tk^ sire a- contimd 
Itait to invite thetF nc^jhboyrs to lay out their 
mpQey. ain(»Bgft them ; and we may reafon* 
aWy aflert, tkat: tbip funis^ whidfi have been 
expended (6t the bare fig|it of thpfeekgan^ 
piles,, have more than paid the priglnal charge 
of their, building. This l^ms- XIV. was 
fufficiently s^prized of whep he undertook 
Verfa^iles. The comipany, tha$ fiogle fa- 
^rick has drawn intO: Frfuice, has made that 
crown ample amend;$ {prthe elqpeiiqepf oreft^r 
ipg it : and th^y have bot^i the ufe and repat^ 
tation of it ftill into the bargain. 

It is high tioie, therefi^r^, for us to Icbok. 
about us too, and endeavour to vie with oun 
neighbours in polite^nefs, as well a$ power and. 
empire. Towards the end of King Jsmes tli« 
Firfts reign, and in the begin|iing of his^ 

fon'Sj 
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ibft's, taAt made a i)o]d ftep froan luty tp 

fingland ai <mce, and fcarcc (laid a momeiR 

lo vifit France by the way. From die wotL 

profound ignorance in archkefhire, ibe iiioft 

«onfiimmate )igkt of knowledge, hitGO 

JoNES^ft^rtediipaprodi^ofan, and vied 

ii5ven vkh his «iiafte*r f^aliadio Umfeir fVdifi 

ib ^loi^Ms an omfbl, ffctfre was not atiy efc- 

krite»hey*thiii^Me miglft Ml hav^iiopedto'<)b» 

nmm; IMuinhlsA a realcMibte ]piof^A ito 

^al lEcaly^ and f^il every natton ih £:»ope 

4idide. Bm m '^ «iidfl of thele iluigiiiiie 

^mpeGbiiom, ^the faial civfl urar csommebiJed, 

-«nd aUtiie arts ahd fciences Were immediately 

taidafide, aimo way c6tncerned in the quarrel. 

What folhri^edwas all darlcnefs and obfctrritjr, 

mid It is even a^onder they left us a moim- 

meht of the -beauty which it was fo agreeable 

to their nature to deftroy. 

Wr^n was thfc next genius that arofe to 
.awaken the fpirit of fcience, and kindle in 
: hiseounlry a love for that fcience whi(|i had 
. been fo long negleSed. During his time a 
. moft melancholy opportunity offered for art 
. to exert itfelf, in the Hoioft extraordinary man- 
ner : Uit tbe calamitici of the prefent cir« 
a 2 Gumilance 
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camftahce ^re fb great and numerous, that 
.the pleas: of elegance and beauty could hot be 
Jbeard, and necciBty and convenience took 
place of harmony and magnificence, 

1 .allude to the fire of London. Thi$-ca- 

^taftrope furniflied the mloft perfeft occafion 

rthat.can cv^ JJiappen in any city, to rebuild 

4t'4vith pomp and regularity.*' Wken fpre- 

.faw this, and, as we are told, offered a 

fcheme for that purpofe, which would have 

>made it the Wonder of the world. He pro- 

rpofed to have laifl 6\xt one large ftreet from 

^Aldgate to Temple-bar, in the niiddle of 

which was to have been a, large fquare, ca- 

.pable of containing the new church of St. 

Paul's, with a proper diftance for the view 

all round it; whereby that huge building 

-would not have been cooped up, as it is at 

prefdtjt, in fuch a manner, as no where to 

be feen to advantage at all; but would have 

had la long and ample vifta at each end to 

have reconciled it to a proper point of view, 

and to have given it one great benefit which, - 

in all probability, it muft now want for ever. 

He farther propofed to rebuild all the parifh- 

churches in fuch a manner, as. to be feen at 

the 
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by Thomas Jefferys, Geographer to the King. 
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Spain and Portugal, from the latcft Obfcrvations. 

Germany^ four Sheets, including all the States 
comprehended under that Name, by de la Rochettc. 

The Ruffian Empire, two Sheets, from D'An- 
ville, 

Italy, and the Iflands of Sardinia and Corfica, 
-from D'Anville. 
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Richmond* 
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die ciid of jevery villa of houfes, ,and dif- 
perfed in fuch diftances from ieach other, as to 
appear neither too thick nor thin in profp^; 
but to give a proper heightening to the whbjie 
bulk of the city as it filled the landfcape. ♦ 
iaftly, he propofed to build all the houfes 
uniform, and fupported on a piazza, like 
that of Covent-^rden; and by the water*- 
.fide, from the bridge to the Temple, he had 
-planned a long and broad wharf or key, 
wliere he defigned to haVe ranged all the 
halls that belong to the feveral companies of 
the city, with proper warehoufes for mer- 
chants between^ to vary tJie edifices, and 
niake it at once one of the mod beautiful 
and moft ufeful ranges of ftrufture in the 
^vorld. But, as I faid before, the hurry of 
; rebuilding, and the difputes about property, 
prevented this glorious fcheme from taking 
place. 

. In our own times an opportunity offered 
to adoian the city, in fome degree; and tho* 
. the fcareity of ground ^in London will not 
allow as much beauty of fituation as one 
would defire, yet if the' buildings were fuited 
to their place, they would make-a better figure 

than 
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Ihan they do at |}refeDt. I have now the i^ 
«cw cfaurdi^s in my eye, flnioiigft aB irfateti 
ihei^ are not five placed to advantage, an4 
Icafcety fo many which are built in tafte, cAr 
deferve half the money which diey coft:; a 
ci^cuAifianee which muft reffed on the jwig- 
tnent of thofe who chofe thcplfns, am WeH 
as the genius of the archiicfis thanfehci. 

No nation tah repioach us far waift of ^n»- 
jpence in our public buildings, biitaKnaMni 
«tay for warn €>f dlegance «iid<lifdeinineBi 
lis the execution. In the ^ift place, theile 
are ^ery fc*r of our fine pieccis of archiieic* 
ilnce in fight j 'they aif^ generally hid iniiolea 
^aiid corm^rs, aa if they had been ^uik )^ 
^akh, or the aitifts were a&amed of &eir 
works; or elfe they are but effays,.or trials of 
,ikiU, and remain unfimfhed, tili time himfclf 
fliall lay them in ruins. 

After this it is unneceflary to mention, th^t 
our ftru£Uires are generatiy heavy, difpropor- 
doned, and rather incumbered than adorned. 
£eauty does not coDfift in expence or deco- 
ration. It is poflible for a flight building to 
be very .perfeO:, and a coftly one to be irery 
defbtrmed. I caiild eaiily ^name inftances of 

both 
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both kinds; but» as I propofe to point out to 
toy readers moft of the edifices about town 
that are worth confideration on either fide, I 
will not anticipate my defign, but exemplify 
my meaning as I proceed, and leave the pub* 
lie to make what ufe of it they pleafe. 



A CRI- 
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t 
CRITICAL REVIEW 



OF THE 



PUBLIC BUILDINGS, &c* 



MORNING I. 

IN cv^y capital city there are manyievcftts worthy 
of being recorded, whether we regard it in an 
Jiiftorical or topographical view; and few cities have 
lb juft a claim to notice in either i>efpe£tas London. 
But to enter into detail on thefe fubjeds would be 
totally incompatible with the intention of this work, 
which \s^ that, it Ihall be a pocket Volume. The 
avowed purpofe of its wiginal author, to review the 
public buildings, &c« wiU be adhered to as much as 
I>offible ; but, for the iake of general utility, wefliali 
nothefitatc in remarking things which defervc ge- 
neral notice, tho' of a very difFererit nature from any 
thing contained in his treatife. And if fuccefs at^ 
tend the endeavour to feled: fuch matters as are In- 
tfded to the attention of the man of tafle and ob«^ 
. , B fervatiOn^ 
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fervatioft, it may be prefumed to be even an advan- 
tage that our plan obliges us to rejedl thofe minutiae 
which are neither fmgular nor interefting. 

In the latitude of -about .5 1, 32. north, the river 
Thames bends Into a lemicircular figure, whofe 
convexity is towards the northward. The bank or 
fliore on this fide, which is compofed of firm gra- 
vel, afcends gently for Teveral miles, till die view is 
bounded by the pleafing and romantic hills on which 
^ the villages of Hampftead and High gate are fituated. 
This i^^ot is about fixty miles by water from the 
mouth of the Thames, and is vifited by the tides 
which flow about twenty miles farther up. Too 
rc\note from the fea to be invaded or furprifed, yet 
fufficiently acceffible by the largeft merchant fhips j 
fheltered to the north, but open to the weft and 
Ibuth, and fubjeft to all that beneficial agitation <^ 
the air which the viciffitude of the tides never fails^ 
to produce, without any of thofe injurious blafts 
which the fait water occafionally diffufes over the. 
face of its coafts. Thefe are fome of the advan- 
tages pofTefled by the ground on which the city 
of London is built; and from thefe advantages it 
has continued to flouriih in trade. and dignity, from 
the remote periods of fabulous hiftory to the pre- 
fent age. 

Within tiie kft century the buildings in the en- 
virons of London have been prodigioufly increafed. 
The cities of London, Weftminfter, and the bo-, 
rough of Southwark are conjoined in one vaft agr 

gregatei 
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gregate, which has fwaUowed up and inciuded no 
lefs tiian forty-five villages, By the operation of 
feveral zSts of parliament for regulating buildings, 
the houfes are at prefent very "regular, and confift 
chiefly of brick. The fireets are open and airy, 
all projections of bow windows, figns, &c. being 
pr(^ibited« The pavement is divided into three 
parts, the road, and the foot-path on each fide ; the 
road is better paved than any other city we remem* 
ber to have feen, and the foot-path, vrfiich is in few 
places narrower than five feet, is paved with broad 
flat ftones a little raifed above" the level of the ftreet* 
Almoft every houTe has a glafslamp with two wicks, 
which burns from fun-fet to fun-rife all the year. Be- 
neath the pavements are vaft :fubterraheous feyvcrs 
arched over, to convey away the wafte water which 
in other cities is fo noifome above ground; and at 
a Icfs depth are buried wooden pipes that fupply 
every houfe plentifully with water, conduced by 
leaden pipes into the kitchens or cellars, three times 
a week, for the ttifling expence of fix Ihillings per 
quarter. In thefe pipes, at convenient diftances in 
the ftreets are plugs, to be drawn in cafe of fire ; ' 
and as they are covered by the pavement, their place 
is alvwiys marled out by an admeafupement painted 
on the neareft wall. The intelligent foreigner can- 
not fiail to take "jiotite of th^fe lifeful particulars, 
which are almwft peculiar to London f but the' inha- 
bitant, not attejvdJng to the flow gradation by which 
public convenience is attuned, will perhkps be more 
B 2 ' ready 
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ready t^ derf^ diofe cities .which are defxcient^ 
iKaii t9 &t a proper vahie on his own ex^oy ments* 

OvLt ftfrvcy of tjii* extenfive metropoiis will be- 
gin at the eaftern extreniity« We iliaU divide it into 
feveral walks« the 6rft of which we CKimokcnCt at 
the Tower, and proceed throogh the borowgh of 
Southwark, ioVer St. George's Fields, to BlacldHors 
Bridge, ii^^nii^ the f esnarks of (»ir au&or as diej 
occur. 

* To begin wrik the remoteft extremity of the 
town : As there wo-e no attempts, till lately^ evier 
made these td er^ iny buikfing which might adorn 
it at all, thefe was the niore necefity to be particu-^ 
lariy careful that the firft defign of this nature 
fliould not mifearry; and y^t the four churches 
which have been built at Limehouie, Ratclifie, 
Horflydown^ and Spkal Fields^ though they have 
all the advantage of ground which can be defired, 
are not to be looked at without di(pleafure« They 
are mere Gothio* heaps of ftone' without form oir 
order, and meet with contempt from the beft and 
worft taftes alike; the laft building efpecia^ de* 
ferves the fevereft condemnationi in- that^ it has 
iecn ereGtei at a monftroUs expence, and yet is 
beyond queftion one of the moil abfurd pSes iii 
Europe. 

As a £a.brick of antiquity, it is impcffihle to pscCs 

by riie Tower without taking feme notice of itj 

particularlyiince it is vi(ited:fo much by the good peb* 

pie of England^ as a place made vcsiemblt by the 

. . frequent 
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&equef)t me^tioin which bas been iwwlc of rt in hif* 
tory, aad fenwus for having been ^he fcene of. many 
tragical adventures. But I miift caution thoie of my 
readers, who arc un&illed in acchite^re, not to he^ 
lieve it cither a place of ftrength» beauty, or magni- 
ficence : it is large and old indeed, and has a fornii-i* 
dable row of carmOh bdbre it,, to &?e on rejoicing 
days.* 

The Tower of London was anciently a royal pa<r 
lace, and ~<:onfifted originally of no more than what 
16 now called the White Tow^r, whiih is belieycd 
to have been bmit by Juliut Cae&r ; and in 1076 Wil* 
tiaai th^ 'Conqueror Qidarged and ftrengthened it by 
vny of defence, and to over-awe the Londoners* 
William Rufus, in 1Q98, laid the foundation for a 
caftle, which building was not finifhed till the reiga 
of Henry L He alfo furrounded it with walls, and 
a broad and deep ditch, whiph* is in fome (daces 
120 feet wide. Henry L built the Lion's Tower, 
for, the reception of the foreign animals prefented to 
^ini by the emperor Frederic, and from tliat time it 
has been the lodging of beafts, birds. Sec. prefented 
to the feveral kings of England^ Henry IIL in 
1240, ordered a ftone gate, bulwark,, and fome other 
additions to be made to this fortrefs,. and the out<- 
fide wall of the fquare tower to be whitened; from 
whence it was called the White Tower. .Edward 
III. built the church. In the year 1465 Edward IV. 
greatly enlarged the fortifications. In the rqign. of 
Charle€f I.. 1638,, the White Tower w;as rebuilt, and. 
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fince the reftoration of Charles IL it has been dio- 
roughly repaired, and a great number of additional 
J)uildings made to it; fo that at prefent it has more 
the appearance of a town than a fortrefs. 

The Tower is parted from the river Thames by 
a narrow ditch, and a convenient wharf, with which 
it has a communication by a draw-bridge^ ?or the 
readier iiTuing and receiving ammunition, and naval 
and military ftores. This wharf is now mounted 
with 6 1 pieces of heavy cannen, on carriages, which 
are fired on {late holidays; and in war time, when 
any glorious vidory attends his majefty's arms. 

Parallel to ythe wharf is a platform, 70 yards in 
length, called the Lady's Line, becaufe much fre- 
quented by the ladies in fummer. It is Ihaded with 
a lofty row of trefcs, and has a delightful profpe<Sl of 
fhifs, boats, &c. paffing and repaffingon theTh^mes« 
You afcend the line by ftone fteps, and being upon 
it, you may walk almoft round the walls . of the 
Tower without interruption. In your way, you 
will pafs three batteries ; tlie Devil's Battery, which 
is alfo a platform, on which are mounted feven pieces 
of cannon, though on the battery itfelf are only 
five; the Stone Battery, defended by eight pieces of 
cannon; and the Wooden Battery, mounted with 
fix pieces of cannon ; all thefe are nine pounders. 

The principal entrance into the Tower is by a 
gate to the weft, Jarge enough to admit coaches ; 
but thefe firft pafs an outer gate, and a ftout ftone 
bridge, built over the ditch. There is an entrance 

for 
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for perfons on^foot, over the draw^bridge to the 
wharf; which wharf is only divided from the main 
land by gates at each end, opened every day at a 
certain hour, .for a free intercourfe between the ip- 
habicants of the Tower, the cixy, and its fuburbs* 
Thcr^ is alfo a water-gate, commonly caUed Trai- 
tor's Gate, through which it has been cuftomary to 
convey traitors and other ftate prifoners to and from 
the Tower. Over this gate is a regular building, 
terminating at each end by two baftions^ or round 
towers, on which are embrafures for pointing ran» 
non; but there are at prefent none mounted. In 
this building there are the infirmary, die mill^ and 
water- works that fiipply the Tower with waten 

The principsd officers to ^hom the government 
and care of the Tower is committed, are, firft, the 
conftable of the Tower, whofe poft is of the utmoft 
importance, he having at all coronations and other 
ftate ceremonies, the cuftody of the crown and other 
regalia. He has under him a lieutenant, and a de- 
puty-lieutenant, commonly called governor, a tower- 
major, a gentleman-porter, yeoman-porter, gentle- 
man-gaoler, four quarter-gunners, and 40 warders, 
whofe uniform is the fame with the king's yeomen 
of the guard. They wear round flat crowned caps^ 
tied round with bands of party-coloured ribbands ; 
their coats are of a particular make, but very be- 
coming, with large fleeves and flowing fkirts, and 
are of fine fcarlet cloth, laced round the edges and 
feams with feveral rows of gold lace^ and girt round 
B 4 their 
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their waifts with a broad laced girdle. Upon their 
breafts and backs they wear the king's iilver badge, 
reprelenting the thiftle and rofe, on which are the 
letters G. R. Befides many other inferior officers^ 
there is a battalion of foot-guards on duty, quarter-* 
ed in barracks. 

The principal buildings within the walls are, the 
church, the White Tower, the offices of ordnance, 
of the mint, of the keepers of the records, the 
jewel-office, the borfe-armory, the grand ftore* 
houie, the new or finall-armory, handfome houfet 
for the chief officers refiding in the Tower, with 
many kiler houfe^ for the inferior officers, barracks 
for fgldiers, and iNrifons for ibte delinquents, whick 
are commoiily in die warder's boufc. 

There is nothing about the church, which is wor« 
thy a defcrlption. 

The White Tower is' a large fquare irregular 
building, fituated almpft in the centre, ho one fide- 
anfwering to another j on the top of which there 
are four watch-towers, neither of them are built 
alike : one of thefe towers is now converted into an 
^bferyatory. ^The building itfelf confifts of three 
lofty ftpries, under which are large and commodious 
vaults, chiefly filled with falt-petre. The top is co- 
yered with flat leads, from whence there is an cx- 
tenfive and.delightful profpedl:. 

In the firft ftory are two noble rooms, one of 
which is a fmall armory for the fea fervice, in which 
^re various forts of arms, very curioufly laid up, 

for 
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for upwai-ds of 10,000 feamcn. In the other rooiA 
are a great number of clofets and prefles, filled with 
warlike tools, and inftraments of death. Over thcfe 
are two other floors, one filled principally widi 
arms, the other with arms and armourers tools^ 
fuch as cheveaux de frizc, pick-axes, fpades, &c.- 
In the upper ftory are kept match^ (heep-lkins, 
tanned hides,* &c. And in a little room, fomc re- 
cords, containing the ufages and privileges of the 
place. All models of new-invented engines of de- 
ftruftion, which have been prefented to the govern- 
ment, are kept in thistower* 

On the top of this tower is a large ciftem for fup- 
fjying the garrifon with water in cafe of need ; it 
is about Ctrtn feet deep, nine in breaddi, and about 
Ik) in length, and is filled by an engine from the 
Thames. 

The office of ordnance is kept in Cold Harbour; 
t0 this office all .other offices for fupplying artillery, 
arms, &c. to any part of the king's dominions, are 
accountable ; and from hence all orders for the dif- 
pofition of warlike materials, for eyery kind of fer- 
vke, is iffued. 

The Mint comprehends one third of the Towei^- 
and contains houfes for all the officers belonging to 
the coinage, 

,The office of keeper of the records, oppofite the 

platform, is ^adorned with a fine carved ftone tafe' 

at the entrance, and.finely wainfeoted within. Here 

aH the rolls, from the time of king John^ to the be- 
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ginning of the reign of Richard III. arc depofited 
in fifty-fix wainfcot prefles. Thefe rolls and records 
contain the aptient tenures of land in England, the 
orrginal of laws and ftatutes, andlhe rights of Eng- 
land to the dominion of the Britifh feas, &c. &c. &c. 
A fearch here is half-a-guinea, for which ypu may 
penife any one fubjeft for a year. This office is 
open fix hours in a day in the months t)f December, 
January, and February; all the reft of the year 
eight hours. 

The jewel-office is a dark, ftrong, ftone room, 
a little to the eaft of the grand ftoxe-houfe. Its con- 
tents will be fpoke of hereafter. 

The horfe-armory is a little eaftward of the white 
tower. It is a plain brick building, rather conve- 
nient than elegant. Its contents will be fpokcn of 
hereafter. 

The grand ftore-houfe is a noble building to the 
northward of the white tower, 245 feet long, and 
60 feet broad. This ftru£l:ure is of brick and ftone : 
on the north fide is a ftately door-cafe, adorned 
with four columns, entablature and triangular pedi- 
ments, of the Dorick order ; under the pediment are 
the king's arms, ornamented with enrichments of 
trophy- work. 

The armories are worth feeing, as they contain 
.many curious articles. The whole expence of 
feeing the wild-beafts, the feveral armories, and the 
jewel -office,- is ne^ five ihillings to a fingle perfon, 

but 
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but a company do not individually pay more than 
half that fum. 

* The CuftortNhoufe is i place, .which, by its ufe 
and (ituation, can hardly fail of being vifited by 
ftrangers. I could have wilhed, therefore, on that 
account, and likewife becaufe we are more famous 
for our navitl affairs than any thing elfe, that this 
building had been more coftly and magnificent : it 
would make a feafonable impreffion on foreigners of 
the majefty and wealth of the Britifh nation ; to 
which, let me add, that its fituation, by the v^atcr- 
fide, gives it ftill a jufter claim to grandeur aiid 
decoration, and it is pity fo public a building ftiould 
want what is fo remarkably miffed.' 

At a fmall diftance to the weft of the Cufiom- 
houie, on St. Dunftan's Hill, ftands the church of 
St. Dunftan's in the Eaft, remarkable for the ele- 
gance of its tower and fteeple. Sir Chriftopher 
Wren was the archite<9:. The ftyle of the building 
is the modern Gothic, and the placing the fpire on 
the interfeftion of two arches, is efteemed a bold 
attempt in archite(£lure. It muft be allowed, that 
this gives the whole an air of lightnefs, that fills the 
. mind with apprehenfions of its falling the firft tem- 
peft J but it is, in reality, ftronger than many 
fteeples which have a more maffy appearance* 

* The Monument is, undoubtedly, the nobleft mo- 
dern column in die world ; nay, in fome refpctSs, 
h may juftly vie with thofe celebrated ones of ^nlk- 
quity, which are confecrated to the names of I'rajan 
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and Antoninus. Nothing can be more bold and 
fufprifing, nothing more beautiful and harmonious -, 
the bas-relief at the bafe, allowing for fome few 
defeds, is finely imagined, and executed as well : 
and nothing material can be cavilled witlji^ but the 
infcriptions round about it. Nothing, indeed, can 
be more ridiculous than . its fituation, unkfs the 
leafon wiiich is afligned for fo doing, being nearly 
pn the fpot where the fire began. I am of opinion, 
if it had been railed at the end of Paterrfioller Row, 
where Cheapfide-conduit ftood, it would have been 
ts efiedual a remembrance of the misfortune it is 
defigned to record^ and would ^t once have added 
an inexpreflable beauty to the vifta, and received as 
much as it gave.' 

The church of St. Magnus, which is at the 
north-eaft corner of London -bridge, has nothing 
which might invite us tp ftop, unlefs we may meh- 
tion that the figures* which ornament the dial are 
Aot badly executed. 

Loftdon-bridge appears to have been originally 
built between the years 993 and 10169 fince, in the 
firft mentioned year, AnlafF, the Dane, failed up 
the Thames, virith a fleet of ninety-three fhips, as 
jfar as Staines ^ and, in the laft, Canute, King of 
Denmark, caufed a canal to be formed on the fouth 
fide of the Thames for conveying his (hips above 
the bridge. 

If the traditipnary account of the origin of the 
ancient wooden bridge^ delivered by Bartholomew 
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Linftead, alias Fowle, the laft Prior of St. Mary 
Overy's Convent, is worthy of credit, we are in- 
debted to the public fpirit of that religious houfe for 
this flru&ure. But it is more probable, as the 
Continuators of Stowe imagine, that they did no 
more than give their confent to its being ereded, on 
receiving a fuffictent recompence for the lofs of the 
^ry by which they had always been fupported. 

In the year 11 36 this bridge was confumed by 
fire,"^ and in 11 63 it was in ib ruinous a fituationy 
that it was obliged to be new built xuider the infpec- 
tion of Peter, Curate of St. Mary Colechurch, in 
London, a perfon who was bxikcd for his ikill ia 
architeci;ure* 

At length, the continual and large expence in 
maintaining a wooden bridge becoming burthenfome 
to the people, who, when the lands appropriated to 
that ufe fell fbort of their produce, were taxed to 
make up the deficiencies, it was reiblved, in 11 76, 
to build one of ft one, a little to the weft of the 
otj^ptj which, in the time of William the .Con*> 
queror, began at Botolph*s Wharf; and this ftruc* 
ture was completed in 1209. 

The foundation is, by the vulgar, generally be* 
lieved to be laid on woolpacks ; which opinion, pxo^ 
bably, aroCe from a tax being laid upon every pacfk 
of wool towards its conftru6tion« Mr. Maitland 
obferves, that having carefully furveyed the bridge 
in the year 1730, in company with Mr. Sparruck^ 
the Water-Carpenter thereof, heobferved, in many 
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places' where the ftones were waQied from the ffer- 
lings, the vaft frames of piles whereon the ftonc 
piers were founded. The exterior part of thefe 
piles were extremely large, and driven as clofe as 
art could cffed; and on the top were laid long 
beams of timber of the thicknefs of ten inches, 
ftrongly bolted ; whereon was placed the bafe of the 
ftone piers, nine feet above the bed of the river^ 
and three below the fterlings; and that on the out- 
fide of this foundation, were driven the piles called 
the fterlings. 

Mr. Sparruck informed him, that he and the 
Bridge^Mafon had* frequently taken out of the 
Ibwermoft layers of ftones in the piers feveral of the 
original ftones, which had been laid in pitch inftead 
of mortar ; and that this occafioned their being of 
opinion, that all the outfide ftones of the piers, af. 
high as the fterlings, were originally laid in th« 
fame manner, to prevent the waters damaging the 
work; This, Mr. Maitland naturally fuppofes, 
was done at every tide of ebb, till the work w;js 
raifed above the high water mark. 

But, notwithftanding all this art and sixpence m 
building the bridge with ftone, it was foon in great 
want of repairs j for about four years after it was 
linifhed, a firp broke out in Southwark, which 
taking hold of the church of our Lady of the Canons, 
or St, Mary Overy's, a fouth wind communicated 
the flames to the houfes on the north-end of the 
bridge^ which interrupted tbeiaffage, and ftopped 
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the return of a multitude of people, who had run 
from London to help to extinguifli the fire in South- 
wark; and while the amazed croud were endea- 
vouring to force a paiTage back to the city through 
the ffames on the north end of the bridge, the fire 
broke out at the fouth end alfo; fo that being in- 
clofed between two great fires, above three thou- 
fand people periflied in the flames, or were drowned 
by overloading the veflels that ventured to come to' 
then: affiftance. 

By this, dreadful accident, and other circum- 
ftances, this new ftone bridge was in.fo ruinous 
a condition, that King Edward L granted the 
Bridge-Keeper a brief to afk and receive the charity 
of his fubje<5ls throughout the kingdom, towards re- 
pairing it: befides which, he caufed letters to be 
wrote to the Clergy of all degrees, earneftly prefling 
them to contribute to fo laudable a work; but thefe 
methods proving ineffectual, he granted a toll, by 
which every foot paflenger carrying merchandize 
over the bridge was to pay one farthing, every 
horfeman with merchandize one penny, and every 
faleable pack carried and paffing over one half- 
penny. But while thefe affairs were in agitation, 
the ruin of the bridge was compleated by the ice and 
flpods, which, In 12182, bore down and deftroyed 
five of its arches. 

It would be tedious to enumerate the many cafual- 
ties which have arifen from the repeated conflagra- 
tions on the bridge^ or the dangerous navigation 
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beneath it ; the fall, at low water, being then not 
lefe than five feet. At length die Magiftracy of 
London, in the year 1746, came to the refolutioii 
of taking down all the hoafes, and enlarging one or 
more of the arches, but it was not till 1756 that 
the Aft of Parliament was paffed for making thefe 
improvenients ; which, after fomc interruptions,. 
were put in pra£tice. 

To prevent pofterity being deceived by the pom- 
pous eulogiums beftowed on this bridge, which has 
been ftiled tke wonder of the worldy the bridge of the 
worlds and the bridge of wonders, the following de- 
fcription, publiflied about the time of the removal 
of the houfes, will not be unacceptable. '^ The 
Thames in this part is 915 feet broad, and that is 
the length of the bridge, which was forty-three feet 
fcven inches in height. The ftreet which, before 
the houfes fell to decay, confided of handfome lofty 
edifices, was pretty regularly built 5 it was 20 feet 
broad, and the houfes on each fide generally 26$^ 
feet deep. Acrofs riie middle of the ftreet ran feve- 
ral' lofty arches, extending from fide to fide, the 
bottom part of each arch terminating at the firft 
ftory, and the upper part reaching near the top of 
the buildings, the work over the arches extending 
in a ftrait line from fide to fide. Thefe arche? were 
defigned to prevent the houfes giving way. They 
were, therefore, foimed of ftrong timbers, bolted 
into the timbers of the houfes on each fide, and 
being covered mft laths and plaiftcr, appeai'ed as if 
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built with ftone; and m fome of them a clofet, or 
little room, was formed in the cavities neicX the 
houfes, with a window to the north, and another to ' 
the fouth. 

•' This ftreet had three openings on eack fi4e, 
adorned with iron raiis, to afford the paflengers a 
view of the river, and placed over three of the 
ividcft arches. Thus the ftreet on thfe Widge bad 
nothing to'diftinguifh it from a common handfomc 
narrow ftrtet^ but the high arches towards the 
middle, and the three •peninge on each fide, which 
afforded an agreeable view of the river. ^ But on the 
putfide, die view from the water and from the keyg 
was as difagreeable as poffible. Nineteen .unequila^' 
teral arches, with fterlings incre^d to a monftrous 
fize by frequent repairs, fupported the ftreet above. 
Tbeie arches were of very different fiees, and feve- 
ral, diat were low and narrow, were placed between 
odiers. that were broad and lofty. The back part 
of the houfes near the Thames had neither uni- 
formity nor any degree of beauty ^ the line was 
broken by a great numberof clofets projeAing from 
the buildings, and Sy mean necefTary-houfes hang« 
ing over the fterlings. This deformity was iii* 
creafed by the houfes extending a confiderable dif- 
tance over the fides of the bridge, and by fomc of 
them projeiling farther over it than others: by 
which means the tops of almoft all the arches, ex- 
cept thofe which were neareft, were concealed from 
the view of the paflengers on the keys, and gave 

the 
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the brjdge the appearance of a multitude oi nide 
piers, ^ widi only an arch or two at the end, and the 
reft confifting of beams extending from the tops of 
flat piers, without any other arches, quite acrofs 
the river." 

But ihefe deformities are now removed* Inftead - 
of a narrow ftreet of twenty feet wide, the carriage 
way is thirty-one feet broad, with a handibme raifed 
pavement of flat ftone on each flde, feven feet broaid, 
for the uie of pafiengers; the fides being fecured 
^nd adorned by a bandfome ftone balluftrade, and a 
uflicient number of lamps* 

Here are nineteen arches, but not att i^aflkble^ 
four of them on the north, and two, on the fouth 
fide, being taken up with thie London-bridge water-i^ 
works. 

. Thcfe works were invented by one Moricei a 
Dutchman, in 1582, to fupply the City with water 
from the Thames, through wooden pipes* The 
inventor, for his ingenuity, obtained from the City 
a leafe of the fame for five hundred years. He made 
great improvements in thefe works, and thereby 
grew immenfely rich. His fucceflbrs, in 1701,^ 
fold the property for 36,000!. to one Richard Soame, 
who divided the fame into three hundred ftiares, and 
fold them at 500 1. each, when it commenced a 
company; Thefe works have alfo been greatly im- 
proved under the dircftion of the late Mr. Hadley. 

The water ts forced to a bafon on the top of a 
big^ tower of wood,- which ftands on the fterling 
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%{ tht firft arch, to the height of 120 feet i by 
which means it is conveyed to any part of the City* 
It is thus forced by four wheels, placed under the 
arches, and moved by the common ftream cf the 
tide; one turn of the four wheels caufmg 114 
ftrokes ; — each ftroke being two feet and a half in 
a feven-inch bore, raifcs_ three gallons; and when 
the river is at beft, the wheels go fix times round in 
a minute, and but four and a hsif at middle water ; 
fo that at fix times in a minute the number of ftrokes 
from the four wheels are 684, raifing 2052 gallons 
in a minute; — that is, 123,120 gallons, or 1954 
hogCheads ii^ an hour; amounting to 46,896 hogf* 
heads in a day, including the wafte, which may be 
computed at a fifth part of the whole. 

The whole machinery is efteemed one of the 
greateft curiofities in its kind of any in the world, 
beiilg fuperior to the moft famous water-engine at 
Marli in France; which, for want of mechanical 
knowledge in its inventor, is exceedingly chargeable 
in repairs. 

Croffing London-bridge we enter into the Bo- 
rough of Sputhwark, Here we find all that difagree- 
able croud, and hurry of bufinefs, which the nar- 
rownefs of the ftreets renders quite uncomfortable. 
Inftead of looking round with exultation at the 
bufy fcene before us, and reflefting on its numerous 
advantages, the mind is entirely taken up with the 
care of one's own perfonal fafety. The ideas which 
intrude tbemfelves on the imagination are, that a 

cart 
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cart will ffdalh you all over, a porter will run the 
corner of his load againft your head, or that a cheefe^ 
a fugar-loaf, or fome ofticr parcel of goods, thrown 
from a cart into a fhop, will M, and dalh your 
brains out. We are almoft ready to regret thatjthe 
Borou^ efcaped the fire which confunied the City of 
London. There is not one good ftreet in the place, 
and fo few objefis worthy of HOjice, that we may 
pafs as quickly through it in our furvey as we 
(hould in walking. On the left hand, or weft fide 
ef the principal ftreet, are St. Thomas's and Guy's 
Hofpitals: the firft was founded by Edwaid VL 
The Church, and moft of this He^ptlal, was rebuilt 
between tbe years 1701 and 1706. Guy*« Hafjistal 
is one of the greateft private charities ever known* 
Its founder, Thomas Guy, vras a Bookfeikr in 
Lombard'ftreet. He died in 17249 and bequeathed^ 
in the whole, to this endowment about 350,000 1% 
fterling. 

' Proceeding on to the fcuthward, we find the 
principal ftreet confiderably wider than before. 
This fpot is called St. Margaret's Hill, a'Church 
having formerly flood here dedicated to St. Margarets 
But at prefent the fcite is occupied by a Court of 
Juftice, which ftands on a fmaU colonnade, and 
makes a very trifling and inflgnificant appearance. 
Immediately before us ftands St. George's Church, 
which, in its due eaft and weft pofition, projefts 
very aukwardly Uto the ftreet. This Church is a 
plain, fubftantial building, that poiTciTes no requifite 

to 
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to fix Che attention. It is pky that a Church, buik 
in a good ftyle, or ibtne other public edifice,^ ihould 
not be €icQei where the juft-menttoned Court 
ftands; as it vToald have an incomparable adirantage 
in poHit of view up Blackman-ftreet. ' 

Or the eaft fide of St, Margaret's Hill is the 
Marihaliea Prifon and Conrt, in which are confined 
all perfons committed for crimes at fea, as pffates, 
^c. and for debt by land. The perfons confined 
in this frifon for crimes at fea are tried at the Old 
^ Bailey, 

Blackman - ftreet termifiates in St. George's 
Fteids, formerly very dangerous for ptfflengers at 
night, but at pnefent fo weU illttminated and guard* 
ed, that it xndces a very fh-iking sq^arance afte^ 
dark, and may be palTed at all hours in perfed &kfy* 
On the right hand fide of the road dofe to the tunw 
pike is a lofty wall, which inclofes the buildings 
of the King's Bench Prifon, a place of confine^ 
ment for debtoi«, and for every one fentenced 
by the Court <ff King's Bench to fuflfer tmprifon- 
snent ; but thofe who can purchafe the liberties have 
At benefit of waJkrng through Rackman-ftreet, 
ithi a part of the Borough, and to'a certain diftance 
in 8t» George's Fields, Frifoners in any other gaof 
may remove hither hyhabeas corpus^ 

At a fihall <Kftance fixmi the Ki^ng's Baich is the 
cotthty goial, a building whofe external appearance 
H tnarked with a peculiar air of pyopf iety and corti- 

- ^ paftAefs.' 
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paftnefs. The infide of this building was entirely 
• deftroyed and burnt by the populace in 1780. 

In the center of St. George's Fields a flone obe- 
li(k is ere^d, at the coimnon interfedion or meet- 
ing of five grand roads. Here let us paufe and 
look round us. The view of the cities of London 
and Weftminfler and the Borough from hence is 
very pkafing.' On the one fide is the city of Wcft- 
minfter wkh its abbty towering above, the buildings, 
and as the eye traces along the circle of the river, 
the rifing (hore appears enriched with the new build- 
ings of the Adelphi and Somerfet-houfe. At the 
end of a road near a mile in length appears the new 
bridge at Blackfriars, and farther to the right the 
city of Londcm, adorned with a ^reat variety of 
fteeples, and the grand cathedral of St. Paul's. This 
magnificent view of the moft extcnfive town in die 
world is contrafted, on the country fide, by a rich 
landfcape on the hills of Surry. 

, Tiie Borough is almoft joined to Lambeth by the 
village pf Newington and its environs. At New- 
ington is a fmall church, and feveral alms^houfes. 
Tbofe on the fouth fide of the road arc for poor men 
and women of the Fifhmongers company of Lon- 
don« They are built in a plain unadorned ftile, and 
have no unpleafing appearance. . 

•A few paces from the obeliflc, a new theatre, or 
I^ce of public entertainment, has lately been erejft- 
cd, intendedf, a§ we are informed,. t6 rival AftleyV 
exhibition of horfemanlhip near Weftminfter-bridgc. 

' ' ' Con- 
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Convenience feems to be the great aim of this ftruc- 
ture, of vrfiofe internal decorations we arc not yet 
enabled to (jpeak. 

Farther along the road, and on the fame fide, is 
an extenfi^ve edifice, every where except the front 
cnclofed by a wajl of confiderable height. The 
front is flmple, and not inelegant. It is an hof[n« 
tal^ or place of reception, for penitent proftitutes, 
and is under the moft excellent regulations, which 
are. the greateft honour to the fupporters of this cha- 
rity. This j^ace is not die retreat pf indolence or 
licentioufnefs ; though, at the fame time, every pre- 
caution which true delicacy and a fincere commi- 
ieration with' the unfortunate females here admitted, 
is adopted, to prevent its being thought a houfe of 
corre£tion, or even of hard labour* ^ 

They are admitted, if proper obje<Jls, uppn pe- 
tition; and on admiifion each figns an agreement to 
fubmit to the rules of the houfe, and to pay after 
the rate of loL per annum for her boaixl, lodging, 
&c. if ibe ihould quit tlie houfe without leave of the 
committee before the expiration of. diree years. . 

Chrift. Church, on. the fame fide of the road, is 
a .modern edifice, but has no0iing about it to induce 
us to flop. 

The bridge at ]^Iackfriars is exceedingly light and- 
elegant. It was built according to a plan by Robert: 
Mylne, ^rchitedl. The firft ftone was laid on the 
31ft of ,Oia6ber, 1760, by .Sir Thomas Chitty„ 
^ntt then lord mayor of London. Several pieces 
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of gold, iUver, and copper coin of his majefty Geo. 
II. were placed under the ftone, togedier with d^ 
Latin infcription, in large plates of pure tin, infcrib- 
ing the bridge with the name of William Pitt {af- 
terwards earl of Chatham) as a proof die city's af« 
fe^on to the noan under whofe adminiftration the 
antient reputation and infiuence of Britain was re- 
ftored. But the will of the vulgar has over->ruied 
the wifli of the city; for the bridge has never been 
called after the name of chat great ftateiman, and 
probably never will. 

The view from the top of Blatkfriars-bridge is 
exceedingly pleafing, and even grand. On tSie one 
fide, the road in St. George's Fields, over which 
we have juft pafled, is feen finely terminated by the 
obclilk J and on the other, Ae whole extent of Lon- 
don and Weftminfti!r is beneath the eye, ftretched 
^(Oiig the (hore of a noble expanfion of water, occu- 
pied by boats of various magnitudes and lunds. 
The nearefl^ moft diftinft, and moft advanfa^ous 
view of the cathedral of St. Paul's is from hence; 

This toidge oonfifts of nine arches, which being 
ettipiacal, .Ihc a^rtures for navigati<m are large, 
while the bridge itfelf is low. When ar perfon is 
under the principal arch, the extent 6f the .vault 
abovt cannot be viewed without fome degree of 
aWel 

The length of flie bridge, ftom wharf to wharf, 

is 995 Englifh feet; width of the central arch, loo 

fectj width of the arches on each fide, reckoning 
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from the central- one towards the fliores, 98, 93, 80, 
and 70 feet' refpeftively ; width of the carriage-way, 
28 feet; width of the raifed foot -ways on each fide, 
7 feet; and the height of the baluilrade on the in- 
fide, 4 feet 10 inchels. 

Over each pier is a rccefs or balcony, containing 
a bench, and fupported below by two Ionic pillars 
and two pilafters, which ftand on a fcmicircular 
projcftion of the pier, above high- water mark: 
Thefe pillars give an agreeable lightnefs to the ap- 
pearance of the bridge on either fide. There are 
two flights of ftone fteps at each end, defended by 
iron rails, for the convenience of taking water, 
Thefe flairs, however, by conforming to the cur- 
vatures at the end of the bridge, are more elegant 
than convenient: a flight of 50 narrow ftone fteps, 
without one landing-place, muft be very tirefome 
to porters going up and down with loads, and even 
dangerous in frofty weather^ ' 

This bridge was opened as a bridle- way on No- 
vember 19, 1768, and foon after for carriages* ^ 
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OU R fecond walk will commence at the Tower, 
and will convey the ftranger to moft of the 
remarkable places to the eaftward of St. Paul's 
Church* 

At the upper part of Little Tower-hill, near the 
end of King-ftreet, ftands the Vidualling-Office. 
It is feparated from Tower-hill by a wall and gates, 
and contains fome houfes for the officers, with ftore^ 
rooms, flavghter-houfes, a brewhoufe, houfes for 
filting, barrelling, &c. provifions for the ufe of the 
Navy. 

In Crutched Friars-is the Navy Office ; a building, 
at which all affairs relating to the rojral navy are 
tranfa£ted by the Commiffioners under the Lords of 
the Admiralty, It is a very plain llrucfture, that, 
^y its appearance, gives us no idea of its import- 
ance J but it muft be allowed the merit of being ex- 
tremely convenient. The office where the Com- 
miffioners meet, and the Clerks keep their books, 
is detached from the reft, as a precaution againft 
fire, the papers here being of the utmoft import- 
ance ; and in the other buildings fome of the Com- 
miffioners, and other officers, refide. 

^^ Crutched 
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Cnitched Friars conveys us to Aldgate, where 
formerly ftood a City-gate of that name, Thfe 
ftreet, together with Whitechapel, is one of the 
Openeft, though not the beft built in the City. It 
would a({brd a fine vifta for a public edifice, if 
credled at the end of the pile of buildings betweeh 
Leadenhall-ftreet and Fenchurch-ftreet, This fine 
vifta is, at prefent^ terminated by a pump ! 

It is wordi our attention to pafs up Fenchurch- 
ftreet, to take a view of the front of Ironmonger's 
Halh The whole lower ftory is wrought in ruftic, 
the center part of the building projefts a little, and 
in this are a large arched' entrance arid two win- 
dows, with two others on each fide. Over this 
ruftic ftory rifes the fuperftruSure, which has a 
light ruftic at the corners, to keep up a correfpon- 
dence with the reft of the building; the part which 
pr6je<9s is here ornamented with four Ionic pilafters 
coupled, but with a large iiitercolumniation. In the 
•middle is a very noble Venetian window, and over 
'it a circular one. In each fpace between the pi- 
lafters is a fmaller window, with an angular pedi- 
ment, and ov^ thefe are aMb circular ones ; but the 
'fide parts have arched windows, with fquare ones 
over them. The central part is crowned with a 
pediment, •ftipported by thefe pilafters, and in itt 
plane is the arms of the Coippany, with decorations ^ 
in relievo. The upper part 6f the building is ter* 
aiinated by a baluftrade, crowned with Vafes. This' 

C 2 corn- 
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jcompofition is fo. well adapted in point of propor- 
tion, that the whole has a grand and noble efFe(S^. 

* I aiii of opinion, if tl^e pireftors of theEaft India 
Company had thought in this manner, they would 
have beftowed a greater expence on their houfe 
than appears in it at prefent: it rs certainly un- 
. worthy their figure in the trading world, and would 
better fuit with the common life of a fingle' Di- 
r^flor, than the pomp and ftate of the whole body. 
The fabrick, indeed, is built in tafte , but there is 
not enpugh of it ; and, if they had thought of adding 
z portico in the middle, it would have looked more 
like a finifhed building than it does now : we might 
,have. endured at leaft, though we cpuld not have 
praifed it. 

The front of the church in Bifliopfgate-ftreet is, 
I think, more in tafte than moft about town ; the 
parts it is compofed of are fimple, beautiful, and 
harmonious, and the whole deferves to be admired, 
.for pleafing fo much at fo little expence. 

From hence we may pafs on to the South Sea 
Houfe, and there we (hall have fome reafon to won- 
der that, when the tafte of building is fo much im- 
.proved among us, we fee fo little fign of it here. 
At the fame expence they might have raifed an 
-edifice, which would have charmed the moft pro- 
found judges ; beauty is as cheap as deformity, with 
refpeft to the pockety but it is eafier to find money 
than genius, and that is the reafon fo ndany build, 
;in4 fo few fuccecd/ 

The 
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The ftone front of the new Excife Office, irr 
Broad- ftreet, charms us by the air of ftrength ancf 
propriety which it poflefles. The interior part of 
this building is convenient, but contains nothing to 
allure the difipterefted fpe6tator. The, Briton will 
look with regret at the vaft bufineCs tranfacled here, 
when he confiders that the excife fcheme has ad- 
vanced fo rapidly in fo few years. A fcheme which, 
if put in pra£tice to its full extent, feems to pofiefs 
powers to the annihilation of our boafted freedom^ 
It is not generally known, or attended to, thaf 
many dealers are conftrained by law to permit th« 
revenue officers, at pleafure, without refpe£l to time 
or convenience, to enter intp any apartment in theif 
houfes; and that any invidious man, who thinks 
proper to lodge an information againft his neigfi- 
b oiir, of concealed excifeable goods, may caufe his 
houfe to be fearched, and himfelf remain undifcovercd t 
that Commiffioners of Excife, Judges till lately un- 
known to the ' conftitution, determine in cafes of 
property j and that excife-officers may examine and 
difturb, on fufpicion, the baggage, &c. of travellers^ 
fince they are generally fupported by government irt 
any fuit at law which may bfe the confe({uence of 
their tyranny. 

This edifice is erefted upon the ground on which 
Grefliani-coHege formeriy ftood* Sir Thomas 
.Grefliam, by will, A. D. 1575, left one moiety of 
the Exchange of London, and other tenements, &c» 
to the city of London,^ in truft, among other pui^ 
• • C 3 pofes,, 
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pofe^ that thevfliQuId find four Ic&^uref^ for ever> 
jn divinity, geometry^ aftronomy, and mrnic. _ The 
other moiety he left in like manner to the Draper^s 
yCompany^ to find^ee le£turers^ for ever» in civit 
law, phpiCy and rnetoric. The lediurers were to 
have apartments in his dwelling-houfe^ fince called 
Grefliam-coUege, at which place the leftures were 
to be delivered : and the furpl-us of the receipts, afteir 
payments of lecturers falaries^ and fome annual cha- 
rities, are bequeathed to the truftee^ for ever. The 
early profeflbrs of Grefham^coUege are well know^ 
to all Europe, for their eminent talents and induftry. 
Henry Briggs> the co-adjutor of Napier, in the 
calculation of logarithms ^ Dr. Hooke, the rival of 
Newto% and author c^ the Micrographia j Dr.. 
Pembertofl, editor of the Principia, and many other 
great men, have done honour to this cc^ge* But 
the ignorance, or careleiliiefs, of fubfequenttruftees,. 
have fufiered thid inftitutt<m to faQ into contempt 
and oblivion. The college is totally deftroyed, aikt 
the profeilbrs have apartments m the Royal Ex- 
change ; but the world has long fprgot to enquire 
after them, and they feem wi&ing to ei^oy the falary 
in peaceful obfcuri ty. 

* Bedlam is wen fituated in point of view, and is 
]aid out in a very dcgant tafte ; but if I may pre- 
fume to find fault with it, the middle is not large or 
magnificent enough for the whole 5 and by being 
exa^y the fame, both in fize and decoration, witk 
the wings, feems even leis^ and more inconfiderii^ 
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ble, than it really is : neither do the additions make 
any amends for this inconyeniency, or appear of a 
piece with the reft. The removal of Ae wall, and 
entrance farther from the building, has a fineefFe^, 
and the ftatues on the top can never be fufficiently 
admired or praifed, I am of opinion, no &brick 
in Europe can boaft finer, either as to propriety of 
p!ace, or excellency of workmanfliip/ 

This holpital is appropriated to the relief of thoft 
unhappy obje£te, who are affliAed with the moft 
(hocking of all diforders, madnefs. It was ufual 
formerly to admit the curious, upon paying a fmalt 
fliih ; but the cuftom being thought prejudicial to 
the patients, is now laid afide. The ftatues are by 
-Cibber, father to the well-known poet laureat, 
CoUey Cibber, whom Pope was fo laborious to 
•afperfe* 

Looking acrols the wide extent of Moorfields^ 
part of which is inclofed by a contemptible wooden 
rail, and the reft wafte and deiblate^ we behold the 
hofpital of St. Luke's, for lunatics : a regular pil&*»^ 
butwhichy upon the whole, feems rather calculated 
to add than to diminiCh the drearinefs of the fcene. 

Near the upper end of Moorfields is the Artillery- 
ground and houfe, belonging to the Artillery Com* 
pany, of London. In the center of the north fide 
of a fpacious fquare, walled round, is the armory y 
a neat building of brick and ftone,^ftrei^thened with 
ruftic quoins at the corners. Before it is a flight of 
fleps, and there are a few others at the door, which 
C 4 is 
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is in the center, and h large, lofty, and adorned 
with a porch, formed by two Tufcan columns, and 
two pilafters fupporting a balcony. The front is 
. ornamented with a pediment, fupported at- the cor- 
ners by quoins. On the top are placed feveral 
large halls, and on the apex of the pediment is a 
lofty flag-ftafF. On each fide the main building, 
ftaiids, at fome diftance backwards, a fmall edifice, 
where the provifions are dreffed at the company's 
feafts. The hall of the armory is hung round with 
breaft-plates, helmets, and drums ; and fronting the 
entrance is a handfome pair of iron-gates, which 
lead to a fpacious ftair-cafe, painted with military 
ornaments, and adorned with the ftatue of a man 
drefied in a compleat fuit of armour ; and the prin- 
cipal room contains an arrangementof fire-arms, 
&c» which, in general, are executed in a fuperior 
&^. ' ■ 

* The tower of St. Michael's, Cornhill, though 
in the Gothic ftyle of architefture, is undoubt- 
edly a very magnificent pile of building j and de- 
ferves, very juftly, to be efteemed the fineft thing 
of that fort in London. 

The Royal Exchange is the next ftrufture of any 
confequence which demands attention y and here, as 
in moft coftly fabricks, there is fomething to blame, 
and fomething to admire. A building of that ex- 
tent, grandeur, and elevation, ought, without quef- 
tion, to have had an ample area before it, that we 
might comprehend the whole and every part at oncp. 

This 
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This is a requifite which ought to be allowed to alt 
buildings, but particularly all of thiis fort; that is- 
to fay, fuch as are formed of very large parts ; foe 
'm fuch a cafe,, the eye is forced to travel with pain 
and difficulty from one objedl to another, nay, fome- 
times obliged to divide one into many parts, where- 
by the judgment is confufed, and it is with great 
uncertainty we come to any conclufionatall. Up^. 
on the whole, the entrance into this building is very 
grand and auguft ; the two ftatues which adorn it are,, 
in a particular manner, beautiful and admirable; 
but then the tower which arifcs over it is a weight 
to the whole building, and is, at the fame time^ 
broken into fo many parts, that it ratjier hurts dian 
pleafes ; and if reduced to one half of its prefent 
height, would harmonise abundantly better with the 
whole. The infide is light and airy, laid oiit in a 
very good ftile, and finifhed with great propriety of 
decoration. I could wifti. though, that ^either, the 
ftatues were executed in a better manner, or that. 
Ae city would condefcend to excufe the fetting up 
any more ; for nothing can be more ridiculous, than 
to hurt; the eye with a, fault in the affectation of 
beauty.. , . 

The building erefted for, the Bank is liable to the 
very, fame 6bje£lion,.in point of place,. with the Exi- 
changCj and even in a greater.too. It is monftroufly 
crowded on the eye, and unlefs the bppofite hoiifes 
.could be pulled down, and a view opened into Corn^- 
Jbill, we might as well be entertained with a proJfpe<3: 
C 5 of 
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of the model through a microfcope. As to the 
ftruSure itfelf, it is grand and extenfive; the ar- 
chited has a very good tafte of beauty, and only 
feems to be rather too fond of decoration; this ap- 
pears pretty eminently by the weight of his ccMrnices, 
which appear, in my opinion, to be rathef too heavy 
for the building ; though, upon the whole, both he 
and hi&work deferves abundandy more applaufe than 
cenfure.* 

Convenience, i^ich is undoubtedly the firft ob«^ 
]e£t in building, has been aimed at by the archlted* 
He has made the great hall in the form of a circular 
dome, illuminated by a fky-light; and feveral of die 
other offices for transferring ftock, &c, have as 
much analogy to this figure as could eafily be ad- 
mitted of. It is a trite obfervation, that a dome, 
by filling the fight at once with a view of a great 
part of an edifice, is calculated to pleafe univerfaUy 
the vulgar, as well as the man of tafte and refine- 
ment. Oh this principle the rooms pleafe the eye ; 
but their utility or convenience is not fo obvious. 
It is not eafy to conceive, that the doors, which arc 
comparatively very fmall to the fize of the apart- 
ments, many of which have but one, can promote 
that circulation of air which is abfolutely necef&ry 
to health. The great hall, fcH* example, has no more 
than two fmall doors, and is occupied for a confl- 
derable part of die day by a herd of bulls, bears, and 
^dier catde of Exchange-alley; which, together 
wHK a large iron warming-machine, muil vidate 

the 
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the atf in* a very great degree r A provifion oaght 
to have been made for renewing it. 

^ It is but natural, to lament^ that ways and rnean^ 
could not be found out to ere£l this building on one 
fide of Charlotte-row, and that of die lord mayor 
€>n the other; two fuch magnificent ftru£hires as 
thefe, in conjundion wiUi the church on the foutk 
fide, would have made this a kind of center of beauty 
to the city, and each hadfet off and adorned the other* 
It is impoffible to quit this place, without taking 
■notice of the equeftrian ftative raifed here in ho- 
nour of Charles II. a thing in itfelf fo ridiculous 
and abfurd, it is not in one's power to look up- 
€>n it without refleding on the tafte of thofe who- 
fet it up ; but when we enquire into the hiftory of 
k, the farce improves upon our hands, and what 
was before contemptible grows entertaining. ^Fhii 
ftatue was originally ipade for John Sobiefki, king 
€>f Poland, but by fome accident, was left upon the 
• workman's hands. About the fame time the city 
'was loyal enough to pay their devoirs to king Charles^ 
. immediately upon his refloration; and finding this 
ftatue ready made to their hands, rcfolved to do it 
the cheapefl way, and convert the Polander into a 
Briton, and a Turk, underneath his horfe, into 
Oliver Cromwell, to make their compliment com- 
pleat. In thi& very manner it appears at prefent, 
and the turband upon the lafl mentioned figure is 
yet an undeniable proof of the trudi of the ftpry.* 
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This ftatne was ereded at the folc expence cf Sif 
Robert Viner, alderman, knight and baronet; but 
it was removed, together widi all the market ftalls, 
in the year 1738, in order to make room for the pre^ 
fent Hianfion-houfe. 

The city of- London cannot be accufed of any 
great diiplay of tafte and judgment in the erection of 
their manfion-houfe. Inftead of diufing the pro- 
pofed fpot betweeen Ae ends of Pater-nofter-row 
and Newgate-ftreet, where a public building would 
have been feen to the higheft advantage, terminating 
the view along Cheapfide, and have flood beautifully 
detached,, they have crammed this mafTy edifice into 
^ corner where it cannot be feen, among buildings 
, which are admirably placed to feclude the* light from 
the apartments | and the archite^^,. to fecond their 
intention, has loaded the front with a portico, which 
as eiFe£lually {hades the windows on that fide. la 
hS^ when we contemplate this ftruflure, its hieavy 
and ponderous appearance, its want of elegance, 
and a certain air of clumfmefs that pervades the 
whole, gives us very little reafon to regret its being 
placed out of fight. 

The following anecdote is related concerning the 

. building of the manfion houfe,, and ieems no bad 

companion to Sir Robert^Viner's ftatuex>f Charles II. 

When it was refolved in the common council to 
build a manfipn-houfe for the lord mayor, lord Bur- 
lington, zealous in the caufe of the arts, fent down 
an original defign of Falladio, worthy of its au- 
thor, 
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'th6r, for their approbation and adoption. The firft 
queftion in court was not, whether this plan was 
proper, but whether this fame Palladio was a freew 
man of the city or ho. On this great debates co- 
fued, and it is hard to fay how it might have gone, 
had not a worthy deputy rifen up and obferved 
gravely, (hat it was of little confequence to difcufe 
this point, when it was notorious, that Palladio was 
a papift, and incapable of courfe. Lord Burling- 
ton's propbfal was then rejefled nem. con. and the 
plan of a freeman and a proteftant adopted in its 
room. The man pitched upon, who afterwards 
carried his plan into execution, was originally a 
fliipwright, and to do him juftice, he appears never 
to have loft fight of his firft profeflion. The front 
of his manfion-houfe has all the refemblance poffi- 
ble to a deep laden Indiaman, with her ftern galleries 
and gingerbread work. The ftairs and paflages 
within are all ladders and gangways, and the fuper- 
ftruifture at top anfwers pretty accurately to the idea 
we ufually form of Noah's ark^ 

But however little we may be inclined taa:«gret 
the fecluded fituation of the manfion-houfe, we can- 
not but deplore j^ that the church of St. Stephenfs 
Wajbrook fliould be hid behind it, The merit of 
tbis edifice is now univerfally knawn,. but it was 
not fo in. the time of our. author, who fpeaks thus 
concerning it: 

♦ The church in Walbrook, fo little known among 
us^ is famous all over Europe,, and is juftly reputed 

the 
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the mafler-piece of the celebrated Sir Chriftofdi^ 
Wren, Perhaps Italy itfelf can produce no modcm- 
1)uilding, that can vie with this in tafte or propor- 
tion. There is not a beauty which the plan would 
admit of, that is not to be found ]iere in its greateffi 
perfeftion ; and foreigners very juftly call our judge- 
ment rn queftion for underftanding its graces nxr 
better, and allowing it no higher degree of fame.* 

At the lower end of King-ftreet, Cheapfide, ftand^ 
Guildhall, for holding the courts^ and tranfaftrng 
the bufincfi of the city. It was finiflied in the year 
1421, and is in a very contemptible Gothic ftile. 
Notvwthftanding its great advantage in fituation it 
has a mean appearance. The trifling and ill-judgetf 
variety of parts prevents all its effieft at a diftance ; and 
on a nearer view we perceive, that thefe parts are 
difgufting and void of beauty, whether we confi- 
der them colle<9:ively or feparately. The four fmal! 
'ftatues in niches on each fide of the gate, and vul- 
garly fuppofed to reprefent the cardinal virtues, have 
fome merit. 

Guildhall has very little effefl: on the fpeftatoi? 
who enters it 5 the entrance being on one fide, pre- 
vents the perfpe£Hve being feen to any advantage. 
The fteps which lead to the courts are aukwardly 
fituated on one fide ©f the principal entrance, in- 
ftead of being direfUy oppofite j and the two gigan- 
tic figures which are placed in the ^balcony, afford 
matter of contempt and derifion to every fpe<9:ator 
who has -the kaft idea of propriety* Thefe mbn- 
I ftrous 
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ftrooff abfurditief are iuppoled to reprefent a Briton 
md a Saxon* 

The ftatue of alderman Beckford, at the weft end 
of the halli is finely fituated^ and is a great addition 
to the ^ce. Whether a fancy drapery would not 
have admitted of more elegance than a lord mayor's 
robe, is a matter that it is now too late to enquire- 
intoj hot the ftatuary is worthy of commendation 
for fucceedfng fo well in this figure, confidering the 
difficulties be had to encounter. The fitting figures 
have very little grace^ either in themfclves or their 
attitudes* 

• The fteeple of 3^w church is a mafter- 
pece, in a peculiar kind of building, which has no 
iixefl rules to dire&it, nor is it to-be reduced to any 
ietded laws of beauty: without doubt, if we con- 
fider it only as a part of fome other building, it can 
be efteemed no other than a delightful abfiirdity; 
bu^eitherconfideredin itfeIf,or asa decoration of the 
whole city in profpeft, not only to be juftified, but ad- 
mired. That which we have now mentioned, is be- 
yond queftion as perfe<Sl as human imagination can 
contrive or execute — and till we fee it outdone, we 
Diall hardly think it to be equalled. 

In a place like London, where fo many decora- 
tions are wanted, fo few are to be found, and even 
fo little room to increafe their number, one is forced 
to regret any opportunity which is neglefted, or any 
J^e vdxfeh is not improved as it ought. It is cer- 
tain, that no fpot ia better fituated for a ftatue than 

that 
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that where Cheapfide conduit fprmerly ftood; and as 
no king ever deferved that honour more from his 
people than the immortal William IIL I think all 
party difputes ought to have been dropt, aiid the 
whole city agreed to pay a compliment to themfdves 
by doing that juftice to him. 

We are how come as far as where the conduit 
formerly fl:9od in Cheapfide, and before I leave this 
place, I thiiik it proper to recommend the fteeple of 
Fofter-lane to the attention of the paflenger. It is 
not a glaring pile, that ftrikes the eye at the firft view 
with an idea of grandeur and magnificence; but 
then the beautiful pyramid it forms, and the juft and 
well proportioned fimplicity of all its parts, fatisfies 
the mind fo eflfipftually, that nothing feems to bt 
wanting, and nothing can b^ fpared..* 



MORN- 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



L O N.DON, 



41 



MORNING III. 



AFTER furveying the cathedral of St. Paul, 
we fhall take a ihort walk in the adjacent 
part of the city, paffing round the church-yard to 
the eaftward : from whence we fhall crofs Pater- 
tiofter Row and Newgate-ftreet, through Chrift'&- 
hofpital, to Smithfield and Charterhoufe-fquare, and 
return through the Old fiailey to Fleet Market, 

* The grand cathedral of St. Paul's is,, undoubt- 
edly, one of the moil magnificent modern buildings 
in Europe ; all the parts of which it is compofed 
are fuperlatively beautiful and noble ; the north and 
fouth fronts, in particular, are very perfeft pieces 
of architecture, neither ought the eail to go without 
due applaufe. 

The two fpires at the weft end are in a Aniflted 
tafle, and the portico with the afcent, and the dome 
that rifes in the center of the whole, afford a very 
augufl and furprifing prafgedt : but flill, with aU 
thefe beauties, it has certainly yet more defeats ^ 
and the pleafure we receive from the firfl, is fo much 
.qualified and tamed by the lafV, that we rather won- 
der how we can be pleafed fo much, than why we 
are difpleafed at all- But not to condemn in the 
. . - grofs. 
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grofsy V\\ take the liberty to touch upon a few par- 
ticulars, and lay myfelf juftly open to cenfure, in 
cafe I miftake, or blame in the wrong place. 

In the firft place, therefore, there is a moft noto- 
rious-deficiency in point of view; fuch a huge fa- 
brick as St. PauKs ought, at leaft, to be furveyed 
at the diftance of Temple-Bar, and the vilta ought 
to be confiderably wider than the front of the build- 
ing ; but this is fo far from the cafe here, that we 
cannot fee it till we are upon it : and this defect is 
ftill made worfe, by turning the edifice from the 
eye, even where it can be viewed, for the fake of 
that ridiculous fuperftition of ere<5lipg it due eaU 
and weft. In the next place, the dividing the por- 
tico, and, indeed, the whole ftrufture into two 
ftories on the outfide, certainly indicates a like di- ' 
vlfion within : % circumftance abounding with ab<- 
liirditics, and defeating even the very end of ereifting 
it at all. If, indeed, ' the archited had been embar- 
4ra(ied to reconcile the diftance and bright of his 
column, I am humbly of opinion, that a tight and 
proper attick ftory had anfwered all ends, both of 
tife and beluty, and left hind room to have enlarged 
his imagination, and have given an air of majeftjr 
to the whole. Let me add, that I apprehend the 
portico ihould have been fart!ier proje£l:ed on die; 
eye inftead of retreating from it, in order to have 
]given a grand contraft to the whole fronts and addedi 
the perfpedive witbin» 

Khali 
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I /hall fay no more on the outfide than this, that^ 
according to my beft notions of regulajity and order^ 
the dome ihould have been rai&d cxaftly in tli« 
center of the whole, and that there fhould have been 
two correfponding fteefiles at the eaft^ as well as 
the weft, and with all other fuitable decorations: 
if a view of the whole length of the building too 
could have been opened to the water-fide^ it would 
have added greatly to its grandeur and magnificence^ 
and have afforded a m&& noble profped): from off 
^e river into the bargain. However odd or new 
the .firft of thefe propofitions may feem> let any body 
take a view of St. Paul's from any of the neigh-i 
bouring hills, and they will inftantly difcern that 
the building is defe&ive, and that the form of a 
crofs is inore favourable to fup^rftitlon than beauty: 
in a word, they will eafily fee, at leaft, that the 
dome^ ;in its pre&nt circumftances, is abundantlj 
poo big for the reft of the pile, and that thf weft 
/end has no rational pretence to finer and more 
fplendid decorations than the eaft. Before we begia 
our examination of the infide of St. Paul's, it will 
not be amifs to caft an eye on the ftatue in the aren 
before it, ereSed in honour of the late queen. 

It fiands exa6Uy in the front of the buildings 
i^ough it feems, by the odd fituation of Ludgate^ 
fireet, to be on one fide, and is, upon the .whol^,^ 
mpdelled in a tolerable taftey and executed as well : 
^e principal figure indeed, the queen herfelf, is ?^ 
exception to this charadei i iiich a forin^: Qott^ic 

habi^. 
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habit, and ftiff, affefted attitude, are neither to be 
endiired or pardoned, and there is not one of thofe 
round the bife that does not juftly deferve the pre- 
ference. 

Whoever underftands the nature of public orna- 
mental buildings critically, always'' lays it down for 
a rule, that they cannot be too expenfive or mag- 
nificent; for which reafon St. Paul's is fo much 
from being admired, forbeing fo grand and augtift 
as it is, that nothing is more common than to hear 
it cenfured for not being more fo. Every body 
knows that the fund which raifed it from its ruins 
>to its prefent glory, was equal to any defign of 
majefty or beauty ; and as thofe who had it in truft 
went fo far- to this neceflary end, it is a thoufand 
pities they did not carry it on much farther, and 
make this pile not only the ornament of Britain, 
but the admiration and envy of all Europe. St. 
Peter's, at Rome, was already built ; a model which 
the moft finifhed archited need not have been 
afliamed to imitate : and as all its particular beauties 
have been long publicly known and admired, 1 
think it was incumbent on us to equalled it at leaft ; 
and if we had excelled it too, it would have been 
no more than might have been reafonably expe&ed 
fr6m fuch a nation as ours, and fuch a genius a$ 
Wren. 

On thefe- principles it is that men of lade and 
underftanding are furprized, at entering this church, 
t!o fee fo many faults^ <and mifs fomany beauties : 

they 
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they difcovcr, at once, that it wants elevation to give 
it proportionable grandeur, and length to affift the 
^rfpeftive : that the columns are heavy and clumfy 
to a prodigious degree, and rather incumber the 
profpeft than enrich it with fymmetry and beauty ; 
half the neceflary breaks of light and fhadbw arc 
hereby wanting, and half the perfpe<3:ive in genergjj 
cut ofFj at the_fame time I don't, deny, but many 
parts of the decoration are exceedingly grand and 
noble, and demand, very juftly, a fincere applaufe. 
The dome is, without queftion, a very ftupendous 
, fabrick, and ftrikes the eye with an aftonifliing 
pleafure : it is, indeed, pne of thofe happy kinds of 
building that pkafe all kinds of people alike, from 
the moft ignorant clown up to the moil accom* 
plifhed gentleman. . But yet even here the judge 
cannot help taking notice, that it bears no proportiQii 
to the reft of the building, and that after you have 
feen this you can look at no other part of it; 
'whereas a judicious builder would hufband his ima-r 
gination, and ftill have fomething in referve to de- 
light the^mind, though, nothing, perhaps, could be 
contrived to furprixe after, it. For example, the 
very nature of a choir would not admit of any thing 
fo, piarvellous as the dome, yet it might have re- 
"lieved the eye with fomething equivalently beautiful j 
the entrance in front might have been more noble 
and uniform; either compofed of wood entirely, or 
marble ; for the prefent mixture of both makes a 
difagreeable piece of patch work, that rather difgufts 

than 
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than entertains* The opening on the infide, througK 
the prefentbe&utiful range of ftalls, might have ter- 
minated in a much more magnificent alcove thaa 
we fee there at prefent, adorned with al! the cte- 
•gance and profufion of decoration ; the altar fliould 
liave been raifed of the richeft marble in the moft 
expenfive taftc, that it might have been of a piece 
with the reft of the church, and terminated the 
view of the whole with all the graces <rf" tjie moft 
luxuriant imagination : all the intermediate ipaces 
(hould have been filled up \^ith hobleft hiftorical 
paintings ; all the majefty of frize-work, cornice, 
and carving, heightened with the moft coftly gild- 
ings, {hould have been laviflied to adorn it ; and one 
grand flow of magnificent curtain depended from 
the windows to finifli and adorn the fame. Thus 
have I been free enough to give piy impartial opi- 
«ion of St. PauFs, I hope not too prefumptuoufly j 
and if ignorantly, Jet every reader's private judge- 
ment fet me right.* 

A refolution being taken to build a new cathedral, 
which fliould equal, if not exceed, the magnificence 
and fplendor of tite old fabric. Sir Chriftophcr Wren 
was ordered to prepare a defign, and caufe a model 
thereof to be made as a rule and direilion for the 
Whole work. To raife a fund fufficient to carry the 
work Into execution, the chamber of London was 
made an office for the receipt of contributions to 
dcfi'ay the expence; into which, in lo years only^ 
Vras paid die fum of izt^oooU king Charles Ili.ge- 

neroufly 
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nerottlly giving loool. a year out of his privy-purfc, 
befides a new duty on coals, which produced 5000]. a 
^ear, over and above all other grants in its favour; 
& that the legacies, fubfcriptions, &c. continually 
coming in, amounted to more money than the pur- 
pc^es required. 

Sir Chriftopher prepared a defign antique and 
V/cVL ftudied, conformable to the beft ftile of the 
Greek and Roman architedure ; which the bifhops 
difapproved of, as they thought it not enough in the 
cadiedral fafhion« He then produced the fcheme of 
the prefent ftru£hire, which was approved of* 

In digging its foun(ktion. Sir Chriftopher, to his 
great mortification, in extending his lines to the 
north-eaft, when he wanted but fix or fcvcn feet to 
complete his defign, fell upon a pit, where the pot-^ 
ters of old time had taken thdr pot-earth from, and 
filled^ up the hole with broken fragments of urns, 
Tafes, and fuch like rubbifli. This obliged him to 
dig through the fand to the depth of 40 feet at leafl, 
to the folid earth; he therefore funk a pit 18 feet 
wide, (though he wanted at mofl but fcven) through 
all the fh-ata, and laid the foundations of a fquarc 
pier of folid mafonry upon th^ hard fea beach that 
covered the original clay, which he railed within 15 
feet of the prefent furface, and then turned a 0iort 
arch under-ground to the level of the ftratum of the 
hard pot-earth, itpon which arch the north-eaft coin 
of the choir rf St. Paul's now flands. 

All 
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All things being prepared, and many difficulties 
furmounted, in pulling down, clearing away, &c. 
Sir Chriftophcr Wren laid the firft ftone on the 21ft 
day of June, 1675, in the reign of Charles 11. 

The foundations being laid, Portland ftone was 
made choice of to complete the fuperftru£iure, as 
thofe from thence werex)f the largefl: fcantlings; yet 
thefe could not be prefumcd upon for columns ex- 
ceedbg four feet in diameter: this determined Sir 
Chriftopher to make choice of two orders, inftead 
of one, and an attic ftory, as St. Peter's at Rome, 
in order to preferve the juft proportions of his cor- 
nice, otherwife the fabric would have fallen {hort 
of its intended height. On thefe principles there- 
fore he proceeded, and raifed the lofty edifice we 
now fee. 

The lower divifion of the building is adorned 
with a range of double pilafters,. with their entabla- 
tures of the Corinthian order; and as many of the 
Compofite, or Roman order, ornament the upper. 

The fpaces between.the arches of the windows, 
and the architrave of the lower order, are filled with 
great variety of curious enrichments; as are thofe 
likewife above. 

On the weft front is erefted a moft magnificent 
portico, . graced with two ftately turrets and a pedi- 
ment, enriched with fculpture. 

The colum/is of this portico are doubled; two 
columns are brought nearer together to make greater 
intercolumns alternately, and to giye a proper fpace 

to 

Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



L O N D O IT. 4^ 

to three doors ;- the two fide-doors for daily ufe, and 
the middle for folemnities : the columns are widen- 
ed to make a ffee and commodious paflage to each, 
which is gracefully done by placing the pillars alter- 
nately wide and dofe. 

The entrance to the north and fouth is likcwife 
by two magnificent porticos. 

The caft end is beautified by a noble piece cf 
carving, in honour of king William III. 

Over all is a dome, terminated by a lantern, ball, 
and crofs. 

The-pllafters of the outfide are doubled, which 
ferve as buttrefles, and give fpace to large windows 
between; they alfo adjuft the arcades within, ani 
regulate the roof. 

This cathedral is built in form of a crofs. The 
dimenfioris from eaft to weft, within the walls, arc 
500 feet 5 from norlh to fouth, within the doors of 
the porticos, 223 feet; the breadth, at the entrance, 
100 feet; its circuit, 2292 feet; its height within, 
lie feet; to the upper gallery, 266 feet; to the top 
of the crofs, 64 feet; from the level of the ground 
to the top, 440 feet; the diameter of the dome is 
108 feet, of the ball fix feet; the diameter of the 
columns of the porticos, four feet; their height, 
48 feet. To the top of the weft pediment, under - 
the figure of St. Paul, is 120 feet. The height of 
the towers, at the weft front, is 280 feet. The 
length of the minute-hand, on the dial, eight feet ^ 
D of 
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of the hour-hand, five feet five inches ; of the hour- 
figures, two feetfeven inches. 

The whole cathedral ftands ,on two acres, i6 
perches, 23 yards, and one foot of ground. 

This vaft fabric is furrounded with about 2500 
ftrong iron palifadoesj and in the area of the grand 
weft front, on a pedeftal, ftands a ftatue of queen 
Anne ; the figures on the bafe. reprefent Britannia, 
with her fpear; Gallia, with a crown on her lapj 
Hibernia, with her harp 5 and America, with her 
bow: the workmanfhip of the ingenious Mr. Hill, 
who was chiefly employed in all the decorations. 
' By this gentleman were performed thofe^fine ftatues 
and carvings, that add fuch fpirit and beauty to the 
whofe J the lively reprefentation of St. Paul's con- 
v.erfion, carved. in relief on the pediment of the 
principal front j the majeftig figure of St. Paul, on 
the apex of the pediment, with St. Peter on his 
right, and St. James on his leftj the four evange- 
lifts, with their proper emblems, on the front of the 
towers. — St. Matthew is diftinguifhed by in angel, 
St. Mark by a lion, St. Luke by an ox, and St. 
John by' an eagle. On the pediment, over the north 
portico, the royal arms with the regalia, fupported 
by angels, with the ftatues of five of the ' apoftles. 
On the pediment, over the fouth portico, a phoenix 
rifing out of the flames, wi^h the word resurgam 
underneath it : this device, perhaps, had its origin 
from the following, incident: Sir'Chriftopher having 
^xcd upon the place for the center of the great 
/A4CA^AJili^au^j^/,t,^ dome. 
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dome, a labourer was ordered to bring him a flat 
ftone from among the rubbiQi, to leave as a mark 
of direftion to the mafons; the firft the fellow came 
at happened to be a grave-ftone, with nothing re- 
maining of the infcription but the word resur- 
GAM, which was remarked by the architeft as a fa- 
vourable omen. On this fide of the building are 
five ftatues, which take their fituation from that 
of St. Andrew, on the apex of the pediment juft 
mentioned. 

The highefl-, or laft ftone, on the top of the 
lantern, was laid by Chriftopher Wren, the fur veyor's 
fon, in the reign of queen Anne, 17 10, in the pre- 
fence of Mr. Strong, the principal mafo'n, and others 
chiefly employed in the execution of the work. 

Thus, in 35 years, was. this mighty fabric, 
lofty enough to be feen at fea eaftward, and at Wind-, 
for weft ward, begun and finiflied by one architeft, 
one principal mafon, and under one bifhop oi Lon- 
don, Dr. Henry Compton : the charge was fupport- 
cd chiefly by a fmall. and eafy impofition on fea-coaL 

Within this cathedral are three ailes. The 
vault is hemifpherical, confifting of 24 cupolas, cut 
off femicircular, with fegments to join to the great 
arches one way, and the other way they are cut 
acrofs with eliptical cylinders, to let-in the upper 
lights of the nave^ but in the ailes, the leflier cu- 
polas are cut both^ ways in femicircular fecSlions, and 
altogether make a graceful geoitietncal form, dif- 
tinguiflied with circular wreaths^ which is the hori- 
D 2 zwital 
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zontal feclion of the cupola. The arches and 
wreaths are of ftone, carved; the fpandrels between 
are of found brick, invcfted with ftucco of cockle- 
(hell lime, which becomes as hard as Portland-ftone ; 
and which, having large planes between the ftone 
ribs, are capable of furfher ornaments of paintings 
if required. Befides thefe 24 cupolas, there is a 
half cupola at the eaft, and the great cupola of 108^ 
feet diameter in the middle of the croffing of the 
great ailcs; it is extant out of the wall, and is very 
lightfome by the windows of the upper order, which 
ftrifce down the light through the great colonade 
that encircles the dome without, and ierves for the 
butment of the dome, which is brick, of two bricks 
thick; but as it rifes every way five feet high, has a 
courfe of excellent brick of 18 inches long, bend- 
jng through the whole thicknefs; and to make it ftill 
more fecnre, it is furrdunded with a vaft chain of 
iron, ftrongly linked together at every 10 feet: this 
chain is let into a channel cut into the bandage of 
Pordand-ftone, and defended from the weather by 
filling the groove with lead. Over the firft cupola 
is raifed another ftrufture of 2l cone of bricks, fo 
built as to fupport a ftone lantern of an elegant fi- 
gure, and ending in ornaments of copper, gilt; the 
whole church above the vaulting being covered with 
a fubftantial oaken roof and lead, fo this cone is co- 
yercd and hid but of fight by another cupola of tim»- 
i):v and lead; between which and the cone are eafy 
ftair?, which afcend to the lantern. Th; contrivance 

here 
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here is aftonifhing. The light to thefe ftairs is from 
the lantern above, and round the pedeftal of the 
fame. 

As Sir Chriftopher was fenfible, that paintings, 
however excellent, are liable to decay, he intended to 
have beautified the infide of the cupola with mofaic 
work, which -ftrikes the eye of the beholder with 
amazing luftre; and, without the leaft decay of co- 
lours, is as durable as the building itfelf j but in this 
he was unhappily over-ruled, though he had under- 
taken to procure four of the moft eminent artifts in 
that profeffion from Italy. 

The infide of the cupola^ is painted and richly 
decorated, by that eminent Engli{h artift Sir Jamei 
Thornhilli whoi in eight compartments, has re- 
prefented the principal paflages in the hiftory of Sc 
Paul's lifej namely, his converfionj his punifliing 
tlymas the forcerer with blindnefs ; his preaching at 
Athens 5 his curing the poor cripple at Lyftra, and 
the reverence there paid him by the priefts of Ju- 
piter as a god; his converfion of tl?e gaoler; his 
preaching at Ephefus, and the burning the magic 
books jn confcqufence of the miracles he there 
wrought; his trial before Agrippa; his fhipwreck 
on the ifland of Melita, or Malta; and his miracle 
of the viper. 

Pefides the choir, the ftaljs of which are very 
beautifully carved, and the other ornaments of 
equal workmanChip, there is a morning-prayer cha- 
pel, where divine fervice is performed every day, 
D 3 Sundays 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



54 • TOUR THROUGH 

Sundays excepted; and^oppofite it, the confiftory ; 
each of which has a magnificent fcreen of carved 
wainfcot, and has been greatly admired by the cu- 
rious, as has the carving of the ftately figures thkt 
adorn the organ-cafe. 

In the center of the crofs-aile, where is fixed a 
brafs plate, you have a full view of the cupola or 
dome, and of the whifpering-gallery.x 

The choir, the ailes on each fide of it, and the 
organ, are inclofed with beautiful iron rails^nd gates. 

The org4n-gallery is fupported with Corinthian 
columns of blue and white marble. The choir has 
on ench fide 30 ftalls, befides the bifhop*s throne on 
the fouth fide, and on the north, the lord mayor's* 
— The reader's defk is inclofed with very^ fine brafs 
rails, gilt, in which is a gilt brafs pillar, fupporting 
an eagle of brafs, gilt, which holds the book on its 
back and expanded wings. — The altar-piece is adorn- 
ed with four noble fluted pilafters, painted and vein- 
ed with gold, in imitation of lapis lazuli ;»and their 
capitals are double gilt. — Iq the intercolumniations 
are ai pannels of figured crimfon velvet. 

All the floor of the church and choir to the altar 
rails is paved with marble ; the altar is paved with 
porphyry, poliflied, and laid in feveral geometrical 
figures. 

The colours hanging in the body of the cathe* 
dral, over the weftern entrance, were taken fro\n 
the French at Louifbourgh, in 1758^ They confift 
of an artillery ftandard, white and gold j one pgir 
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of Spanifti ragged ftavcs ; one pair of Swifs enfign 
colours, green and white ; two pair of enfign co- 
lours, blue and white ; and two ftaves without co- 
lours. 

Of the Curiosities which ftrangers pay to fee. 

Of the Golden-Gallery, price two-pence each . 
perfon, 

Entring at the fouth door, on your left hand are 
the ftairs, by which you afcend the cupola, which - 
lead to this gallery by 534 fteps, 260 of which are 
fd eafy, that a child may afcend them 5 but thofe* 
above are unpleafant, and in fome places exceeding 
daMc, particularly, between the brick cone, and the 
outer cafe of the dome ; but what light you have, 
aflbrds you an amazing proof the architeft's con- 
trivance. From this gallery you have a fine pro- 
fpeft of the river, city, and country round, which, 
in a clear day, difcovers a pleafing variety, with 
which many remain fati^fied, and never attempt to 
go higher. 

Of the Whispering-Gallery, price two-pence 
each perfon. 

To this gallery you will be invited in your de-\ 
fcent : from hence you have the moid advantageous . 
view of the fine paintings in the cupola j there is an 
eafy afccnt to thi^ gallery for perfons of note, by a 
D 4 mo\l: 
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moft beautiftil flight of ftairs, not to be exceeded : 
here founds are enlarged to an amazing degree j the 
Jhutting of the door feems as loud as thunder at a 
diftance ; the leaft whifper is heard round the whole 
circumference, even the ticking of a watch ; and 
one perfon fpeaking againft the wall, on this ilde, 
appears to be prefent to another on the other fide^ 
though, tbe diftance between them is no lefs than 
143 feet. 

Of the Library, price two-pence each perfon. 

. The flooring whereof is, indeed, the greateft 
Curlofity in it, which is moft artfully inlaid without 
either nails or pegs, like the framing of a billiards- 
table; the books are neither numerous nor valu** 
able ) but the wainfcot<;ing, and cafe$ for tb^ir re- 
/ception, want -neither ekgance nor convenience. 
There is here a fine painting ofbifiipp Comp^oi^n 
Udder i^hom the cathedral was built. 

Of Sir Chriftopher Wren's firft Model for build- 
" ing this Cathedral, price two-pence each jseribn. 

It is a miftake that thi^ model was taken from 
St. Peter*s at Rome; it was his own invention^ 
laboured with muck ftudy, and, as he thought, 
finiihed with good fucceft. This defign, which is 
of one order only, the Corinthian, like St. Peter's 
at Rome, the furyeyor fetsa higher value upon than 
any he drew \ but it was not approved of by the 
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bifhops. Pity it is, that fo valuable a fragment 
of the utmoft exertion of this ^reat man's genius 
fliould be fuffcred to run to decay. 

Of the Great Bell, price two-pence each 
perfon. 

This is in the fouth tower, and weighs eighty- 
four hundred weight. On this bell the hammer of 
the great clock ftrikes the hour ; and on the Icffer 
bell the quarters are ftruck. The found of both, 
are fo exceffive loud, that tender ears are much 
afFe£led if either happens to ftrike while near them. 
The found of the great bell is faid to have been 
heard as far as Windfor. 

Of the Geometry Stairs, price two-pence each 
perfon. 

TTiis is the laft curiofity (hewn. It is a flight 
of ftairs, the fteps of which are fo contrived, as ta 
hang together, without any vifible fupport. Stairs> 
on this conftruftion, arc^ now very common in 
England. 

. The whole expence of crefHng this fuperb edi- 
£ce amouRted to the fum of 736,7521. 2s. 3d.* 

On St. Bennet's-hill, to the fouth-weft of St. 
Paul's jcathedral, ftands the Herald's-office, or 
College of Arms, the place of reiidence of the 
kings, heralds, and purfuivants at arms, who form 
a corporate' body, confifting of thirteen members. 
D 5 This 
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This ofEce was deftroyed by the general conflagra- 
tion in 16665 and rebuilt about three years after. 
It is a fquare, inclofed by regular brick buildings, 
which are extremely neat, without expenfive deco- 
rations. The floors are raifed above t"he ground, 
and there is an afcent to them by flights of plain 
ileps. The principal front is in the lower ftory, 
ornamented with ruftic, upon which are placed 
four Ionic pilafters, that fupport an angular pedi- 
ment. The fides, which are conformable to this, 
have arched ped'iments. On the infide is a large 
room for keeping the court of honour j a library, 
with houfes and apartih^nts. 

Not far from hence, in Great Knight Rider- 
ftreet, is Doflor's Commons, a college for the 
ftudy and praftice of the civil law, where courts 
are kept for the trial of civil and ecclefiaftical caufes, 
under the archbifhop of Canterbury and the bilhop 
of London; as is the Court of Arches, and the 
Prerogative Court, There are alfo offices in which 
wills are depofited and fearched, and a Court of Fa- 
culties and Difpenfations. Caufes are likewife tried 
here by the Court of Admiralty, and that of Dele- 
gajtes. 

The caufes of which the civil and ecclefiaftical 
law do, or may, take cognizance, are blafphemy, 
appftacy from chriftianity, herefy, ordinations, in- 
ftitutions of clerks to benefices, celebration of divine 
fervice, matrimony, divorces, baftardy, tythes, obla- 
tions, obventions, mortuaries, dilapidations^ repa- 
ration 
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ration of churches, probate of wills, adminrftrations, 
fimony, inceft, fornication, adultery, folicitation of 
chaftity, penffons, procurations, commutation of 
penance, right of pews, and others of the like 
kind. 

Here is a very numerous library, conftfting chiefly 
of books of civil law and hiftory, and is daily in- 
creafmg, by the donations which every. bifliop- gives 
at his confecratiori. 

At the eaft end of St. Paul's church-yard is St. 
Paul's fchool, founded in 1509, by Dr. John CoU 
let, dean of St. Paul's, for a matter, an uflier, and 
a chaplain. The Mercers Company are truftees ; 
and their conduft has been fuch in the execution of 
their charge, that the fchool has been always in high 
eftimation, and the revenue is greatly improved. 

The prefent edifice, which was built foon after 
the fire of London, has a very fingular appearance. 
The public opinion is divided about it, but it feems 
more worthy of <lifapprobation than praife. Neither 
utility nor efFeft appear to have been confulted in 
making the center not more than half the height of 
the ends; and the mixture of brick and ftone, feems 
to have been intended not fo much to add ftrength 
to the building, as to give it an air of finery, very 
little calculated to pleafe the* man of judgment. 
The architeft has deviated exceedingly from the re- 
ceived rules, without offering any thing in his per- 
formance wliich can induce us to cxcufe his pre- 
fumption. 

D 6 On 
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On die north fide of Newgate-ftreet, nearChrift- 
church, is Chrift's-hofpital j a fchool for the main- 
tenance aiid education of children of both fexes. 
This fchool is frequently called the Blue-coat-fchool 
bj^ the vulgar, from the colour of the children's gar- 
oients. It has nothing in its firudure to claim 
attention from the critic^ having been built at dif- 
ferent times, without any regard to general fym- 
metry ; but its extenfive efFefts demand our notice. 
Heiu-y VIII. in the laft year of his reign, gave the 
priory of St. Bartholome:^, and its dependant con*- 
yent of Grey Friars, to the poor. In confcquencc 
of this grant, the city was obliged to eftabliih a fet* 
tied and regular provifion for the poor in this plape. 
£ut this wa^not done till the latter end of the reign 
%>[ Edward VI. who being extremely affefted at ^ 
fermon of bilhop Ridley, took fuch meafures, by the 
advice of that truly chriftian* prelate, that this hof- 
pital , wa§ permanently fettled. To promote and 
continue which work, he fettled upon it certain 
,!ands, that had been given to the houfe of .the Savoy 
founded by Henry VII. for the lodging of pilgrims 
)and ftrangers, but which, at that time, w^s only 
ufed by vagabonds and ilrumpets. 

The whole revexuic of this hofpital is fo great, 
that they maintain upwards of a thouiand children 
at a time. Here is alfo a mathematical icfaool, 
founded and endowed by Charles II. for the educa^ 
tion of forty boys for the fea, to» which the go- 
ysrnors of Cbrift's-hofpital ha^e fince apppinted 
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forty more to be taught in like manner. This is a 
fchool of great reputation, and has always hitherto 
been under the condu£l of one of the firft mathema- 
tical men in England. The prefeht mafter is Mr. 
William Wales, who is fufficiently known to the 
world for his fcientific knowledge and abilities. 

* In Smithfield :we fee a vaft area, that is capable 
pf great beauty, but is at prefent deftitute of all ; a 
fcene of Alth and nafiinefs ^ one of the moft naufeous 
places in the whole town. It is true, the ufe which 
is made of it, as a market, is fomething of an ex* 
cufe for it J and, in fome degree, atones for the 
want of that decency which would improye it fo 
much: yet Aill, it is my opinion, that ways and 
^xneans might be found to make it tolerable fit leaft^ 
and an obeliik, pyramid, or ilatue, in the cenjter, 
.defended with handfome and fubftantial rails, would 
£0 a great way in fo defireable a projed. 

' On one fide of this irregular place arc the en- 
hances, not the fronts, of a magnificent hofpit^l ; 
in a tafte not altogether amifs, but fo erroneous in 
jpoint of proportion, that it rather offends than en« 
' tertains: but, what is flill mqre provoking, tl^e 
building itfelf is entirely. detached from the entrance; 
and, though fo near a.l^rge s^nd noble opening, is, 
in a manner, ftifled with ^e circumjacent houfes. 
It is, indeed, a building in a box, or cafe $ and 
though beautiful in idelf, and ere^d at a prodigious 
e:Kpence, is fo ^r from giving pleafure to a judge, 
tiiat he would rather regret its being built at all* 

It 
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It is certain, that where the ground will admit of it, 
public buildings can hardly.be too grand and magni- ' 
ficent; but where they cannot be ken when 
finifhed, ufe and. convenience only. Ihould be con- 
fulted, and a pile of rough ftones, from the quarry, 
AvouH anfwer the end, as well as the marble of 
Egypt, with the decorations of Greece or Rome'.' 

The Charter-houfe and fquare is not at all res- 
markable for archite£tUre, or defign j but a general 
neatnefs gives it a pleafing appearance. After walk*- 
ing through the dirt and hurry of the neighbouring ^ 
ftreets, we find an agreeable contraft in the acade- 
mical ftiHnefs and verdure of this place, which thiie 
antiquity of the building, and orderly appearance of 
its inhabitants, contributes to improve. .This edr- 
flce was originally a religious foundation of- the or- 
der of Carthufians, the word Charter-houfe being a 
corruption of the French Chartreux : but being dit- 
folved at the reformation, it fell into the hands of 
the earl of Suffolk, vdio difpofed of it to Thomas 
Sutton, Efq; a citizen of London, by whom k vrzs 
fitted up, and endowed it with lands which, at pre- 
fent, produce upwards of 6000 1. per annum. 

In this houfe are maintained eighty penfioners, 
who, according to the inftitution, are gentlemen, 
merchants, or foldiers, fallen into misfortunes. 
Thefe ^re provided with handfbme apartments, and 
all die neiceiTaries of life, except cloaths^ inflead of 
which, each of them is allowed a gown, and 7 1. 
per annum.. 

There 
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- There are alfo forty-four boys fupported in the 
houfe, where tbey have handfome lodgings, and are 
inftru(9:ed in claffical learning, &c. Befides thefe, 
there are twenty-nine ftudents at the Univerfities, 
who have each an annual allowance of 20I. for the 
term of eight years. Others, who are judged niore 
fit for trades are put out apprentices, and the fum 
of 40 1. is given with each of diem. As a farther 
encouragement to the fchblars brought up on this 
foundation, there are nine ecclefiafticaL preferments 
in the patronage of the governors, who^ iiccordin'g 
to the conftitution 0/ the hofpital, are to confer 
them upon thofe who are educated there. 

The penfioners and youths are taken in at there- 
commendation of the governors, who appoint them 
in rotation. 

At the lower end of Clerkenwell-green ftands the 
lately erefted county-hall. The front of this edi* 
fice is of ftone, and has very confiderable merit. 
The bafement ftory is ruftic, with fquare windows* 
The central parts project a little, and are ornament- 
ed with four Ionic columns crowned with an angular 
pediment, without which, on each fide, is a pilafter 
• of the fame order. The central intercolumniation 
has a large arched window, as have alfo the two In- 
^ercolumniations at the ends of the front, over each 
of which are the fafces, &c.. dependent j m relief. 
The other two, on each fide the center, have win- 
dows not arched, the upper fpaces being occupied 
by two upright ovals, containing the figures of Juf- 
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tice and Mercy, in relief. The pediment (pace ex- 
hibits the arms of the county> with ornaments* 
The whole ftrufture does not feem fufficiently raifed, 
which is owing to its fituation at the bottom of a 
hill. The moft fuperficial obferver cannot help re- 
gretting, that it is not placed at the upper end of 
the Green. 

' The Phyficians College, in Warwick-lane, a 
ftru(5);ure little known, and feldom talked of, is a 
building of wonderful delicacy, and eminently de- 
ferves to be confidered among the noblefl: ornaments 
' of this city J and yet, fo unlucky is its fituation, 
that il can never be feen to advantage ; nay, feldom 
feen at all ; and what ought to be confpicuous to 
every bpdy, is known pply to few ; and thofe, too, 
people of curiofity, who fearch out their own enter-' 
tain.fpents, and don't wait fdr the impreffions of vul- 
gar reports, or common fame, to excite their at- 
^tention, or influence their judgments.' 

Xhe prifon of Newgate, before it was damaged 
by .the outrages of the populace,, in 1780, miglit 
have been efteemed a model for ftruftures of this 
nature. The external face is entirely wrought in 
ruftic, and ftrikes the mind very forcibly with an 
idea of its pur^ofe. We behold fymmetry and fit- 
nefs. The mind is filled, though not with pleafmg 
^fenfations. It is impoffible to confider this mafly 
edifice, but as the manfion of defpair and mifery. 

TheScffions-houfe, being fo near Newgate, hurts 
the general «ffi^, which the regularity of that pile 
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tends to produce ; for we cannot rea<Jily determine, 
whether they are detached buildings or not. This 
laft edifice is calculated much more for convenience 
than effeft. The principal front cannot be viewed 
but obliquely, and the largenefs of the windows, 
together with the paffage through which the prifoners 
are introduced, give it a very fingular appearance. 

Near adjoining to the SefEons-houfe is the fur- 
geons theatre, a modern edifice, built in a ftile which 
poflefles a noble fimplicity. At this place all mur- 
derers are publicly diffedled, after execution at Ty- 
burn. 

Fleet-market was opened about the time that 
Stocks-market was aboliflied, to make way for the 
city manfion-houfe, namely, in 1737. The ftalls, 
&c, of this market are well contrived and executed ; 
but not fui&ciently fo to prevent our regretting, that 
one of the nobleft ftreets in London (hould be ap- 
plied to fuch a purpofe. It may be eafily imagined,, 
what an addition the removal of the market would 
be to the city, when the old houfes on each fide came 
to be rebuilt ; for the ftreet from Blackfriars-bridge 
to Holborn is hear half a mile in length, 30 yards in 
breadth, and almoft entirely ftrait. 

A fmall fl:one obelilk has, within a few years, been 
ere£led at the common center of Fleet-ftreet, Lud- 
gate-ftreet, and Fleet-marlcet. 

On the weft fide of Bride-ftreet, not for from 
Blackfriars-tbridge, is Pridewell-hofpital,. where an- 
ciisntly ftopd a royal palace of the kings of Eng- 
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land. This was given by Edward VI. as part of the 
great jjan of charity, concerted by bifliop Ridley, 
and endowed by that monarch. It was infti- 
tuted for the correftion 6f vagabonds, and the em- 
ployment of the poor. In this hofpital are gene- 
rally about 100 youths, who are apprentices to me- 
chanic tradefmen) that refide there, and are called 
Arts Mailers, It confifts of two courts, in which 
the buildings are copvenient, and not very irre- 
gular. • 
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M O R N I N G «V. 

OU R next morning's tour will be from Fleet- 
market along the Strand, to the Surry fide of 
Weftminfter-bridge. 

* The fteeple of St, Bride's, at firft fight, ap- 
pears to a good deal of advantage j but on ever fp 
flight an examination, we conclude it wants variety, 
and the firft and laft order are almoft^'the fame. 

• St. Dunftan's, Fleet-ftreet, is but an incum- 
brance to the way. Without having any thing but 
deformity in itfelf, it fpoils the beauty of the whole 
ftreeti and hides the profpe<3: of Temple-bar, which 
would terjpinate the view very advantageoully, and 
to be feen almoft as far again as it is at prefept. 

^ Temple-bar is the only remaining gate about 
town, an4 deferves fome degree of applaufe. If it 
has any fault, it is, that the top being circular as well 
as the arch underneath, the whole wants that con- 
traft of figure, which is fo eflential to beauty and 
tafte. The ftatues on the outfide are good, their 
only difadvantage is the hurry of the place where 
they are to be viewed, ^^hich makes it dangerous to 
beL curious, and prevents that attention to thenf, 
which they would other^yife command* 

^ * The 
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' Theftru(9Eureof the Temple-gate is in the ftile 
of Inigo Jones, and very for from being inelegant j 
I wifli I could fay the fame of the different detach- 
ments of building which belong to it ; but that is far 
from being til my power, nor ever can or will, the 
property is fo divided and fubdivided, that it is next 
to impoffible that any agreement (hould ever be mad^ 
in favour of harmony and decoration. Tt is certain, 
that nothing can be finer fituated than the Temple, 
along the fide of the river; and, if we confider the 
elevation of the ground, and how far k extends, the 
moft barren invention cannot fail of conceiving the 
ufe it might be put to, and the beauties it would ad- 
mit of. At prefent there is but one thing which is 
:ivorth obferving in the Temple, and that is the old 
church, which' belonged to the Knights Templars 
of Jerufalem; and the outfide even of this is cover- 
ed fron? the view, that the whole niight be of a 
piece. The infide, indeed, is yet vlfible, and may 
juftly be efteemed one of the beft remains of Gothic 
architecture in this city. The form of it is very 
lingular j you enter firft into a large circular tower, 
which at top terminates in fomething like a dome, 
and has a very good effe£l on the eye ; beyond, op- 
pofite to the entrance, the church extends itfelf in 
three ailes, and is built and finifhed with as much 
elegance and proportion as the tafte of thofe days 
inrould allow.' 

The buildings called the Temple, are divided ii»to 
the Middle Temple, and the Inner Temple, which 
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are called Inns of Court. They are extraparochial, 
and chiefly inhabited by attornies, and other ftu- 
dents or profeffoKS of the law. 

* From the Temple it is but a natural ftep to 
Lincoln's Inn; but by the way, it is worth a ftran- 
ger's curiofity, to vifit the habitation of the matter of 
the rolls, which is certainly built with elegance and 
convenience, and can be blamed in nothing, but its 
fituation ; which is, undoubtedly, as bad as the build- 
ing is good. 

' Lincoln's Inn may reafonably boaftof one of the 
neateft fquares in town ; and thoujgh it is imperfeft 
on one fide, yet that very defeft produces a beauty, 
by giving a profpecl to the gardens, which fill the 
Ipace to abundantly more advantage/ I may fafely 
add, that no area is any where kept in better order, 
either for cleanlinefs and beauty by day, or for illu- 
minations and decorum by night. The fountain in 
the middle is a very good decoration ; and if it was 
ftill kept playing, as it was fome years^ago, it would 
preferve its name with more propriety, and give 
greater pleaftire into the bargain. 

* The outfide of the chapel belonging to this fo* 
ciety, is a very good piece of Gothic architeSure, 
and the painting on the windows has a great many 
admirers within ; in my opinion, indeed, it does nojt 
deferve quite fo much applaufe as it has received j 
becaufe the defigns are poor, the feces have little ex- 
prefGon, and there is little reafon, befide a blind re* 
gard to aiitic^uity, to extol them at all. The rai6ng 
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thisxhapel on pillars affords a pleafing melancholy 
walk underneath ; andby night, particularly, when 
illuminated by the lamps, it has an effe£l that may* 
be felt, but cannot be defcribed/ 

This chapel was built by Inigo Jones, who, 
notwithftancting his fkill and reputation in archi- 
tenure, could not perfuade the Benchers to haye it 
in any other ftile. 

The new Six Clerks office is a very plain build- 
ing, neatly faced with ftone. It has no pretence to 
praife, as containing no attempt to deferve it. On 
the Chancery-lane fide we are offended at the door, 
which is not in the center of the building, and for 
that reafon deftroys the regularity of its appear- 
ance. And when we view it from the grand fquare 
of Lincoln's-Inn Fields, we are remarkably ftruck 
with the idea of its being yet unfinifhed. For this 
building does not cover half the eaftern line, and 
the difagreeable vacuity to the fouthward naturally 
induces us to fufpend our approbation, till it is uni- 
formly filled up. A circumftance which, it is highly 
probable, will never happen. 

* The gardens 'are far from being admirable, but 
then they arc convenient j and, confidering their 
fituation, cannot be pfteemed too much. There is 
fomething hofpitable, too, in the fociety, in laying 
them open to public ufe 5 and while we fliare in their 
pleafures^ we have no title to arraign their tafte.' 

♦ From the terrace of Lincoln's-Inn gardens, we 
hay« a ^rofpc(X of t)ne of the largeft fquares in 
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Europe ; it was originally laid out by the mafterly 
hand of Inigo Jones, and intended to have been 
built all in the fame ftile and talte : but by the mis- 
carriage of this, and many other fuch noble deftgns, 
there Is too muchreafon to believe^ that England 
will never be able to produce people of tafte enough 
to be of the fame mind, or unite their fentiments for 
the public ornament and reputation. Several of the 
original houfes ftill remain to be a reproach to the 
reft; and I wifh the difadvantageous comparifon 
had been a warning to others, to have avoided the 
like miftake. 

* The late earl of Talbot's houfe, the center of 
the weftern pile, is built on the- above-mentioned 
model of Jnigo Jones, but fo elevated and improved, 
as to make it more fuitable to the quality of the 
owner. There is gre^t fimplicity and beauty in the 
plan itfelf i as much harmony and proportion in the 
parts it is compofed of, and the decorations are 
well fancied^ and as well difpofed. The archi- 
tcdure, which forms the entrance into the court- 
yarvl, is grand and noble, and as Angular in its 
tafie as happy in its efFeft. Sorry I am that the 
houfe adjoining to this, built on the fame defign, is 
not like it in all particulars: the alterations which 
have been made in it are very far from improving it, 
and what it has gained in height it has loft in pro- 
portion j and what is added of decoration, is de- 
viating from fimplicity and beauty. The height of 
the roof is a blemifh, that the lownefs of the wall 
^ and 
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^^ and portal will hardly atone for. But "that the 
^-l^ufe fufFers in itfelf, by thefe ill-judged refinements, 
isVot all; it hurts the whole fide of the fquare, 
whicfilisii^ two houfes are groperly the center of; 
and if they had'fcieiPiiniFonn and regular, would 
have juftly appeared an ornament to the whole; 
for, it is my opinion, that in all fquares there 
fhould be a capital building "in , the middle of each 
. fidej which fhould ferve to fix the eye, and givt 
the better air of magnificence to the profpeft. 

< Great Queen-ftreet is another inftance of our 
national want of tafte : on one fide is a row of houfes 
that Italy itfelf would not be afhamed of; oh the 
other, all the variety of deformity that could be 
contrived as a foil to beauty, and the ©ppofite of 
tafle/ 

From hence we fhall pafs down into the " Strand, 
through Clement's Inn, which is one pf the inns of 
chancery. 

* The firfl thing I have to objeft to In the Strand, 
is the whole body of building that extends from the 
Butcher-row to the new church. Such a flreet as 
. the Strand, which is the grand channel of commu- 
nication between two fuch cities as London and 
Weflminfler, could not be too large and fpacious ^ 
and without this incumbrance, and that of Exeter 
Chsinge, this flrect would have poffefled that advan- 
tage in a very eminent degree; at leaft from the Bar 
to York-Buildings ; and if it had not been adorned 
^i^ noble and majeflic flru£lures, it would, how- 
ever, 
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eter have been confidcrablc for its length, and ca- 
. pacity of being improved : wherea^s, now it is in- - 
cumbered) at its very entrance^ in a moft fcanda- 
lous degree; and, to mend the matter, too, in com- 
{Haiiance to the fuperftitious cuftom of a due eail' 
and weft Situation, they have crowded the backfide. 
of the chdrch of St. Clement into the hcc of the 
people, if I may be allowed the cxpreffion, even 
though they had room enough to build it otherwi(e, 
and prevent fo capital a nuifance. Neither does the 
fabrick itfelf make any amends for this inconvenience 
by its beauty and magnificence. There appears to** 
me fomething very fantaftic in the fteeple, fomething' 
dumfy and too heavy in the portico, ziA fomething 
poor and unmeaning in the whole frame. 

* The New Church in the Strand is one of the' 
ftrongeft inftances in the world, that it is not ex- 
pence and decoration that are alone produftive of 
harmony and tafte. The architeft of this pile ap- 
pears to have fate down with a refolution of making 
it as fine as poffible, and with this view, has crowded' 
every inch of (pace about it with ornament ; nay, 
he has even carried this humour fo far, that it ap- 
pears nothing but a clufter of ornaments, without 
the proper vacuities to relieve the cj'e, and give a 
ncceffary contraft to the whole. He ought to have 
remembered, that fomething fliould firft appear as a 
plan or model to be adorned, and the decorations 
(hould be only fubordinate to that deCgn j the em- 
kellifliments ought never to eclipfe tl*c outline, but 
£ heighten 
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heighten and improve it. To this wc may iafisly^ 
add, that the dividing fo fmalla fabrick into lines or 
ftorics utterly ruined its Simplicity, and broke the 
whole into too many parts* The fteeple is liable to 
as many objefiions as the church; it is abundantly 
too high, and, in the profile, lofes all kind of pro- 
portion, both with regard to itfelf and the ftru£faire 
it belongs to« In Ihort, thjs church will always 
pleafe the ignorant, for the very £ime reaibn that it 
is fure to difplea(e the judge*' 
; The new building at Somerfet-'lioufe is intend- 
ed for a variety of public offices, the principal of 
which are thcprivy-fealandfignct offices ; the navy- 
office; navy-pay; viduallihg; fick and wounded; 
Ordnance; ftamp; lottery; falt-tax;hackney/-coach| 
;md hawkers and pedlars offices: alfo the furveyor- 
general^f crown-lands-office ; the duchies of Corn- 
wall and Lancafter; the two auditors of imprefts^^ 
the pipe-office, and comptroller of the pipe; the 
clerk of the eftreats, and treafurers-remembrancers 
affices. The king's barge-houfes are likewiie com- 
prehended in the plan, with a dwelling ibr the barge - 
mafter; befides houfes for &e treafurer, tbepay-maf- 
ter, and fix commiffioners of the navy; for three 
commiffioners of the vidlualling, and their fecretary ^ 
for one comi&iffioner of the ftamps, and one ol d^ 
fick and wounded; with commodious apartments in 
every office for a fecretary, or fome odicr afitng 
officer > for a porter^ and their fiunilies. 

N 

That 
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That^att of the edifice which is next the Strand 
is finiflied, and is in pofleffion of th^ Royal Sxjcicty, 
Ae Antiquarian Societyv and the Royal Academy of 
Artifts. Thefe refpedable bodies are here accommo-r 
^ated with halls and apartments for their libraries, 
models, &c. with rooms for their officers, and ev^ry 
dung elfe which their national confequence could de- 
mand from an enlightened and liberal government. 

Sir William Chambers is the atchited. The 
Strand front is a compofition which is for from being 
tronfiderable in extent, being not more thaA {30 
feet long^. All that the artift could do in (o (tnaSl a 
cpmpafs, and all that he feems to have attempted^ 
was to produce an obje£b, that (hould indicate fome- 
thing more conflderable within> and excite the fpec- 
tator's curiofity to a ne?irer examinj^tion of the whole, 
t>f which it made a part. His ftylis in cdnfequence 
is bold, iimple, and regular. It is an attempt to unite 
the chaftity and order of the Venetian matters with 
the majeftick grandeur of the Roman. The parts 
are few, I^ge, and diflin£t. The tranfitions fud- 
4en> and ftrongly marked. No breaks in the gene-* 
ral courfe of the plan, and little movement in the 
outline of the elevation; whence the whole ftru£ture 
has acquired an air of confequence, to which its di-h 
menfions do not intitle it. The great proportions 
are fuch as have been obferved by Palladio in the 
Tieni, Porti, acid other of his palaces in and about 
Vicenza; and the detail^ with regard to form^ dif«* 
pofttion, and meafurc^ chiefly coUe^ed &Qm the 
£ 2 iamc 
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lame Palladia, from Vignola, and from Raphael, 
from Baldaflar Peruzzi, and from the antique, new 
modelled, and fkilfuUy adapted to the general bent 
of the defign. 

The three open arches in the Strand-front, mrhicb 
have been before mentioned, now form the only, 
and wilt always form the principal entrance to the 
whole ftru£lure. They open to a fpacious and ilatei- 
ly veftibule, uniting the ftreet with the back front, 
and ferving a$ the general atrium to the whole edi* 
fice, but more particularly to the Royal Academy^ 
and to the Royal and Antiquary Societies, the en- 
trances to all which are under cover ♦.* 

The front of Drury-lane theatre is in a good 
ftyle, but is incumbered with a large gallery, which 
is loaded with pots, containing trees and fiirubs. 
We fuppofe the managers have let the front houfe to 
a nurfery-man, who exhibits thefe to allure his cuf- 
tomers. The general plan of the interior of this 
theatre is very convenient, but the ornaments of the 
galleries and boxes are frippery and unmeaning. 
Slender cokimns of glafs may ftrike the vulgar as 
very fine, but the judicious would wifh to fee pro- 
priety confulted, as well as the rage of gaudy deco- 
ration. 

The theatre at Covent-gardcn is fomewhat larger 
than that of Drury-lane, and has lately been en- 
tirely renewed within. The roof has been raifed fo, 

* For a particular account of this bu'lding, and its contentt fee 
B0rttt9% Giu4e thrwih the Royal Academy, in ^tc* 

that 
r 
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that the people in the back feats of the fhilling gal- 
lery have a ^ood view of the ftage. The feats, as 
well in the pit, as inbftth galleries, are confideraWf 
jraifed, and are therefore more convenient. The 
fide boxes extend upon the ftage as far as where the 
ftage doors formerly were j they arc confiderably 
elevated, and are far better conftruded for the pur- 
pofe of feeing dian formerly. White Corinthiaik 
pillars, with gilt fluting and ornaments, fupport the 
boxes and firft gallery, and, together with the crim* 
fon curtains that decorate the front of each box, 
have a very happy effeft upon the eye: however; 
this efied is far more remarkable from the ftage 
diaivto the audience. The ornaments are few and 
iimple. The colour of the columns is a light pearl ^ 
the flutings are fhaded with a tint of green fome«> 
thing darker, as are the pannels likewife« The 
front boxes are lighted by four laftres, and have a 
large girandole at each end. The entrances have 
been altered, and every thing appears to have beea 
done which the theatre admits of to make it com*- 
pleat. 

* Covcnt- garden would have been, beyond dif- 
putc, one of the fineft fquares in the univerfe, if 
iinifhed on the plan that Inigo Jones firft" defignc<l 
for it; but even thisf was neglcSed too; and if he 
ideferves the praife of the defign, we very juftly in- 
^ur the cenfure for wanting fpirit to put it in exe^ 
cution. The piazza is grand and noble, and the 
iup&rftrudure it fupports light and elegant. The 
£ 3 market 
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market in the middle m^yhe a matter of mttch profit 
to the ground-landloi'd, but I am fure it is a great 
nuifance» with refpedi to the beauty and regularity of 
the fquare, and» in a great meafure, defeats the very 
latent it was firft calculated to ferve. 

• The church here is, without a rival, one of the 
moft perfe<a pieces of architeSure that the art of maa 
can produce j nothing can be poffibly imagined moreL 
iimple, and yet magnificence itfelf can hardly give 
greater pleafure. This is a ftrong proof of tlic force 
of harmony and proportion j and, at the fame tirne^ 
a demonftration, that it is tafte, and not expence, 
which is the parent of beauty. If this building canr 
fie iaid to have any defe£l, it is in the form and man« 
ner of the windows, which are not only in a bad 
jgufto, hut out of proportion too/ 

The author of a fpirited and judicious pamphlet^ 
jpublifhed about 12 years ago, oppofes this opinion 
with force and in)partiality. Speaking of this church, 
he obferves, that from its moderate fize and unim- 
portance, although very fufceptible of beauty, it has 
no pretenfions to fublimity. What, however, has 
happened ? The laft is ipofitively what alone was at- 
tempted. < Tt was thought poflible to give an air of 
rgrandeur, by rendering it fimple and great in the 
^arts ; but in efteft, with its original littlenefs, and 
the extreme fimplicity of th^ order, it fmks dowa 
very near to the charafter of a barn. 

It is commonly believed at thi$ day, that Inigo 
Jones, whgfe fuperior genius (bin€S qonfpicupus in 
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all his other worksy was cramped in his defign for 
this church > and diat^ being confined to a certain 
cxpcnce^ all he afpired at was to make it the fineil 
lorn in England.. This may ferve as an excufe for 
Ae architeft^ but none for the age that received it 
as a temple in the perfeAion of the Tuican ftyle. 
MaundreH, a judicious and correct obfel^rer of thofe 
' time^, gives its plan and per(pe<ftive> for the purpofe 
fo^ comparing it with the famous temple of the fun 
at Balbec, in Syrisu Itmuft^ however^ be ack;iow- 
ledged, that by the happy manner of placing it,, 
fome efFe& is produced^ in fpite of the injudicious 
fimplicity of the &bric. 

On the (pot formerly called Durham-yard, on die 
(hore of the Thames,^ is now ejefled a mafs of large 
bouies^ which may be called ftupendous, if we con- 
fider it as a private undertaking. It was built by 
. tide architects Robert and John Adam, and was diC- 
pofed of fiwne few years ago by lottery, at 50I. per 
ticket. The houfes are in a very judicious and 
pkafing ftrcet ftyle. Without any unneceflary re* 
dundancies, they exhibit a fcene of regularity and 
beauty. The terrace has no inconfiderable fhare of 
•grandeur, and the whole pile is fuch as docs great 
credit to the profeffional abilities of the archite^lg,^, 
at the fame time that it is an ornament to the me- 
tropolis. • ^ . 

The terrace, is nearly level with the Strand, and' 
therefore much elevated above the river. On this^ 
account^, as well as from its fituation, this ftreet is 
E 4 not 
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not equalled by any other in London.^ By its ele- 
vation, it commands a view over the houfes in Lam- 
beth Marih) to a confiderable diftance in the coun-' 
try > and by its lltuation, which is on the very fum- 
mit of the bend of the Thames, the buildings on 
both ihores are feen to great advantage. The ca- 
thedral of St. Paul's, the abbey at Weftminfter, die 
palace at Lambeth, which, though rude and irregu- 
lar, is not unornamental in the view^ and maiiy 
other edifices are at a very happy diftance, and great- 
ly enrich the fcene. But the view immediately be- 
neath the eye is particularly ftriking« On each fide, 
a noble expanfion of water is ftretched out for the 
ipace of near looo yards, at the end of which ap- 
pear the bridges of Weftminfter and Blackfriais. 
' Thefe ftru&urcs, which are an honour to the nation, 
are boih beheld from hence in the beft pofltUe point 
of view; the diftance being (uch, that the beauty, 
and fymmctry of the whole may be caught at one 
glance, while the fmallex parts are not too remote 
to b9 feen diftindUy. From this place the two 
bridges may be compared, and the fpedbitor is at^ 
{ofs which to give the preference to, the lightness 
and elegance of Blaclcfriars-brjdge, or the m^eftic 
folidity of that of Weftminfter. 

^ York-ftairs is, unqueftionably, the moft perfeA 
pieci of building, that does honour to the name of 
Inigo Jones : it is planned in fo exquifite a tafte, 
formed of fuch equal and harmonious part^ and 
adorned with fuch proper and elegant deco^^tiom, 

that 
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that nothing can be eendired or added. It is, at 
once, happy in its fituation beyond comparifon, and 
fancied in a ftyle exaftlyfuited to that fituation. 
The rock -work, or ruftic, can never be better in- 
troduced dian in buildings by the fide of water ; . 
and, indeed, it is a great queftion with me, whe- 
ther it ought to be made ufe pf any where, elfc/ 

* The flables in the Meufe are, certainly, a very 
grand and noble building; but then they arie in a 

^ very fingular tafte ; a mixture of the ruftic and the 
Gothic tc^ether : the middle gate is built after the 
firft, and the towers over the two others in die laft. 
I will not:take upon mc to determine whether this is 
a £ault or no, or whether any other kind of building 
would have fuited the purpofe as well ; but this I am 
fure of, that unlefs the other wretched buildings are 
polled down, and the correfponding wings are made 
to anfwer the bulk already raifed ; unlefs the area is 
laid out in the moft juft and elegant manner, and 
the whole laid open to the ftreet, it will add a new 
reflexion on our tafte, for beginning fo many ex- 
pcnfive undertakings, without finiihing one/ 

* I could wifli too, that a view was opened from 
hence to St. Martin's church ; I don't know anf 
one of the modern buildings about town which better 
deferves fuch an advantage : the portico is, at once, 
elegant and auguft, and the fteeple above it ought 
to be confidered as one of the moft tolerable in town; 
If the fteps arifing from the ftreet to the front could 
have been, made regular, and on a line from end to 

E 5 end. 
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tend, It could have given it a very confiderable gr^ce t 
ibut as the fituation of the ground would not -allow 
jk, this is to be efteetned rather a misfortune than a 
feuk. The round columns, .at each angle of the 
church, are very well conceived, and have a very 
£ne efied in profile of the building : the eaft end is 
remarkably elegant, and very -juftly chaBenges a 
)^rticular applaufe. /In fhort, if there is any thing 
jv^anting in this &brick, it is a little more elevation ^ 
.which, I prefume, is apparently wanted within, and 
svould create an additional beauty without. I can- 
not help thinking too, tha^ incomplaifance.to the 
galleries, the architeft has reverfed the order of die 
windows, it being always ufual to have the large 
ones neareft the eye, and the fmaD, by way o£^e 
ftoryi at the top/ 

The open area, in which the Strand terminates^ 
js called Charing-crofs ; frcnn the magnificent cro& 
creeled here by Edward L in memory of his beloved 
£kanor. Part of this cto& remained at the time of 
the civil wars in the reijgn of Charles I. when i^ 
was pulled down» as a remnant of Popifli fuper-^ 
ftition. After the reftoration, the equeftrian ftatue 
«f Charles I. was erefled on the fpOt. 

* Northumberland-houfe is very much in the 
Gothic tafte, and, of courfe, cannot be fu{!f)ofed 
very elegant i^nd beautiful ; and yet there is a gran- 
deur and majefty in it, that ftrikes every i^Sator 
widi a veneration for it : this owing entirely to die 
fimplicity of its parts, the greatnefs> of its ^tent^ 

- ^ and 
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and the romantic air of tlic towers at the angles. 
The middle of Ijjje fronfy next the Strand, is cer- 
tainly much more antient than any other part of tha 
Building, and, though fiuiihed in a very cxpenfive 
mamier, is a very mean and trifling piece of work,- 
It noay, indeed, preferve the idea of the origrnaI> 
pile^ and acquaint the moderns with, the antiquity of 
> their forefathers ; but then it breaks the uniformity 
of the whole, zt\d might be fpared with more pro^ 
priety than continued/ 

* The ftatue at Charing-crofs h«i At advantage 
rf being well placed ; the pedeftal is finely elevated^ 
and the horfe full of fire and fpirit; bat the man is' 
fll defigncdy and as tamely executed : there is no^ 
tbing of expreffion in the face, nor cham<£l^r in the 
iigure ; and though it may be vulgariy admired, it^ 
. ooght to be generally condemn^. 

• When I have ftood at thi» place, I have often 
regfietted tbat fome fuch openmg as Ais had bei^n 
eontrivcd, to ferve'as a center between the tw&- 
cides of London and Welfttiinfter, and from whenccy. 
particularly, the cathedrals of St. Paul's and the 
Abbey might have been feen, as the terminatioriS of 
^e two viffa^* I am of opinion, tliat nothing in 
Europe would have had a finer effeft ; But n^xv it is 
impoflible itfhould ever take place; and! mention 
it only by way of hinty that private property is,- gc^ 
nerally Q)eaking, the only bar to public orhamenC 
and beauty; 

E 6 *The: 
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• The Admiralty was crcflcd on a fpot of grounds 
which afforded the architc£l room for all the beau- 
ties his imagination could fuggeft; and the expence 
it vras raifed at^ enabled him to execute all^ that 
beauty in a grand, though fimple manner. How he 
lias (ucceeded, the building is a (landing evidence ; 
and very much concerned I am, to fee a pile of that 
dignity and in^rtance, like to continue a lafting 
feproach of our national want of tafte. 

* I muft ingenuoufly confefe, that the number of 
little boxes that are built on the ruins of Whitehall, 
make me no fatisia&ton for the lofs of that palace.; 
not that I believe it ever was a fine ftruSure, but 
becaufe it might have been fo ; bccaufe no piece of 
ground, fo near two cities, could afford a finer fitu- 
ation, with fo noble a river on one fxde, and fo 
beautiful a park on the other : but becaufe Inigo 
Jones's plan for rebuilding it is ftiU forthcoming, 
and may be made ufe of to ere£l a ftrufture equal 
to the fituation. The majeftic fample he has given 
of his art in the Banqueting-houfe, is a continued 
perfuafiye to incline us to wiih for the reft of tiiat 
magnificent pile, of which this was intended to be 
fo confiderable a part. To be fure, if ever this 
could be cSeStedy Britain might boaft of a palace, 
which* might excel even the proud Verfailles, and 
be as much vifited too, in compliment to its fupe^ 
f lor tafte, 

< I cannot leave this place, without taking fome 
• Mtice of the admixable cieling, performed by 

Rubens, 
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Rubens, which is, beyond controverfy, one of the 
fineft things of the kind in £uit>pe. It is, indeed, 
not fo generally known as one could wifh, but it 
needs only to be known to be efteemed according to 
its merit. In ihort, it.is but an ill decoration for a 
place of religious worihip ; for, in tlie firft place, 
its contents are no ways akin to devotion; and, in 
the*next, the workmanihip is fo very extraordinary, 
that a man muft have abundance of zeal, or no 
tafte, that can attend to anything befide/ 

^ Before I quit this place, I muft take notice of 
the brazen-ftatue, ere£led here in honour of James 
11. The altitude is fine, the manner free and eafy, 
ihc execution finifhed and perfed, and the expref- 
fion in the face inimitable : it explains the very 
foul of that unhappy monarch, and is, therefore^ as 
valuable as if it commemorated the features and 
form of a hero. In fhort, 'tis pity it is not re- 
moved to fome more public and open place, that it 
might be better known, and more admired.' 

Th&infcrtption on the pedeftal, the words jfaa^ 
bus Secttndus excepted, appears to have been erafed. 

Oppofite the Banquetting-Koufe is the Horie- 
guards, a noble modern edifice of ftone. It con- 
lifts of a center and two vi^ngs, and has an air of 
ftrength, plainnefs, and regularity, which fuits very 
well to its defignation. In the center of this ftruc- 
ture is an arched paflage into St. Jame$!s Park, 
and the building over this has a pediment. In which 
are the king's arms in relief* The cupob at tog, 

wkh 
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"with the clock, is a proper finifli, but has nothing 
in itfelf to claim refpc£L From the parade in Su 
James's park the whole front appears^ much more 
fimple, and has^ a better effed, though it muft be 
allowed Aat its fize is not adequate to the noble 
area before it. This is the principal entrance to 
the park, and the fovereign pafles through it when:: 
he repairs to thfe fenate. It is a place almoft un— 
equalled for exhibiting a building to the higheft ad- 
vantage, and cannot but be attended toby every- 
foreigner who vifits this kingdom.. We cannoty. 
therefore, help wishing, that this pile had been in. 
the ftyle of one of the ancient triumphal arches ; a^ 
fpecies of compofition wliich adintts of the higheft 
magnificence and: beauty, which,, from the varioixs 
points of view in die park, would have continually 
•prefented new elegancies to the fighl, and which, 
"en the Whctel^ll fide, would have had the additional^ 
advantage of a fine sural peripeflive feen through* 
its principal arch.. 

The Treafury is a building compofcd of beautiful 
^ parts^ but more calculated for a ftreet than for fuch 
an area as the parade.. The parts are too numerous^ . 
•and want that fimplicity and grandeur of effcd>. 
which a few would produce 

• We proceed to Weftminfter, a city long famous^ 
for its antiquity, yet producing very little worthy of 
attention, and lefs of admiration. We will begin 
with the houfe on the left hand of King-ftreet, and: 
•car adjoiiring to ^Privy-garden j not Aatit is very 

remarkable 
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remarkable in itfelf, but becaufe it has one of the 
m«ft elegant irregular views before it of any houfe 
^ in town. The ftreet before it forms a (pacious and 
iK)ble area. On the one fide is the Trcafury, Horfc- 
guards. War-office, and Admiralty; and the other 
is adorned with a profile of the Banquetting-houfe, 
«t Whitehall; between thefe the ftreet rs difcovered 
winding taCharing-crofs, and Over the tops of the 
lidufes there, the fteeple of St. Martin's, ibftened by 
the diftance, ends the view, and marks the keeping 
of the whole.. 

* And yet, with all thefe advantage?, the fpot was 
long a public nuifance, as well as all thofe houfes in 
"King-ftrcet, Channel-row, and the entire fpace be- 
tween them. Nothing in the univerfe could be more 
abibrd than fo wretched a communication between 
two fuch cities as London and Weftminfter, previa 
ous to the building of Parliament-ftreet; a paflage 
which muft be frequented by all foreigners ; which 
is vifited even by the fovereign himfelf, many times 
a year; which is the rdad of all the jufticjary bufinefi 
rf the nation ; the only thoroughfare ta the feat of 
the legiflature itfelf; and the route of our pioft 
pompous cavalcades and procefljons ; fiarely fuch a 
l^ace as this ought, at leaft, to be large and conve- 
nient, if not coiHy and magnificent; though, in 
my opinion, it ought to be the centre of our ele- 
gance and grandeur: and "to do this eifedlualiyj aU. 
the buildings I have complained of, ou^t long fmce 
to have been levelled to the ground, and a fpace laid 

OpCQ 
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open from the Privy-garden to Wcftminfter-hall, on 
one fide; and from the weft end of the abbey, to 
Storey's-gate, on the other; this furrounded with 
ftone buildings all in a tafte, raife^i on a piazza or 
colonade, with fuitable decorations; axul the mid- 
dle (hould be adorned with a group of ftatues, an- 
fwerable to the extent of the circuit round it. It is 
eafy to imagine what an efFe<^ fuch an improvement 
as this would have on the fpeC^tor, and bow much 
more agreeable it would be to the honour and credit 
of the nation.. I ihould farther defire, too, to fee 
the littl^ hovels demoliflied, which now incumber the 
hall and the abbey^ that thofe buildings might be-feen, 
at leaft 4 and if, they could not be admir^ ^ their 
beauty, they might be reverenced for their greatnefs 
and antiquity. If St. Margaret's were removed 
with the reft, it would yet be a farther advantage ^ 
^ for then the fine chapel of Harry VII . would come 
into play) and be attended to as it deferves. 1 am 
very far from expecting, or even imagining, that 
any of theie alterations will ever come to paft ; I 
mention them only to explode the miferablp tafte of 
our anceftors, who negleded, or did not underftand, 
thefe beauties ; and their defcendants may grow wifer 
at their expence, and prevent the like cenfuresfrom 
faUing upon them. 

^ Nothing can be more unworthy of fo au^ift z 
body as the parliament of Xjreat-Btitain, than the 
prefent p's^ce of their aflembly. It muft, undoubt* 
e^y, be a great furprize to a fbf eigner, to be forced 
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to enquire for the parliament-houfc, even at the 
doors; and when he has found it, to fee it fo de- 
tached in parcels, fo incumbered with wretched ar 
partments, and fo contemptible in the whole, I 
could wilh, therefore, to fee tiiis evil remedied j to 
fee fo ufeful and necefiary a fcheme take place. I 
ihall fay no more on this fubjefl: than, that I fhould 
be glad to have both houfes under the fame roo(, 
built on the lame line, exaSly oppofitc to each other, 
the feats ranged theatrically, the throne in the midik 
of one femicircle, the fpeaker's chair in the other; 
and that when the king, made his ^eech, ways and 
means might be found to remove the partitions frooi 
between the two houfes, and prefent the whole par- 
liament of firitain at one view, afiembled in the ihoft 
grand, folemn, and elegant manner, with the (bve- 
.reiga at their head, and all the decorations round 
them which covld ftrike the fpe£btor dumb with ad- 
miration at tJie profuiion of majcfty, which fet ojF 
and adorned the whole. 

^ After fuch a fcene as this has been prefented to 
the imagination, no other has importaiice enough 
to be attended to. I exped, therefore, that what 
has been faid of Weftminftcr-hall will meet with 
but a c<H>l reception. That ftru£liv:e is re:narkable 
only for being the largeft room in Europe, which 
has no column to fupport it; all that is excellent in 
it, therefore, is to be found in the contrivance and 
workmanfliip of the roof; and, no doubt, both are 
truly admirable. But as fkiU and contrivance are 
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both thrown away, uhlefs they are to be feeii in tf^ 
fc&y ft) a room of half the eJctent of this, fapported 
on beautiftl pillars, and graced with fuitable cor- 
nices, according to the antique, would excite a 
great deal more applaufe, and deferve it infinite]/ 
better* n 

* I fuppofe my readers have already obfcrved, that 
during the courfe of my effays on this fubjeft, I have 
not contented myfelf with bare remarks on the or- 
naments I find finifhed to my hands ; but that I have 
taken all opportunities, befide, of pointing out ways 
9n4 means, which cither may or might have beea 
Wife ufe of to refine upon fome, to adjoin others, 
and make the mofl of every fituation for the beau* 
tifying and adorning the whole. It is in this view, 
1 often mentioned things, which, by the inter- 
fering of property, can never take place ; andliold 
myfelf excufed in the ptefumption, that a negled in. 
one particular may be made a fpur to the improve- 
meiit of another. 

* The new church of St. John, with the four 
towers, at Weftminfler, is fi tutted in fuch a man-*- 
ner, with refpefl to Old Palace-yard,, that it might 
have been feen from thence, at the end of a noble 
vifta,: to the greatefl advantage ifnaginable. The 
fight of the towers over the tops of the houfes puts 
every body in mind of this, and it is with much re- 
gret we lofe fuch a beauty.. As to the building 
itfdf, it is in a very particular tafle, and ha§ a great 
qiixture of beai^ty aod caprice in it^ there are many 
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parts of* it which I approve, and many' more which 
I condemn : it is, to be fure,.a fiital miftakp, to en- 
' deavour at an excdlence, and then err fo wide of 
the mark as to ftttmble on deformities; all falfe or- 
jmments borome falfe inftantly, and only ferve t5^ 
make an obfciirity more confpicuous* If the archi* 
teiSl of this pile had once thought of this rule, I am 
perfuaded he would have been abundantly more 
chafte in his compofition, and cut his towers> like 
^oie. of Babylon, off in the middle* 

* Henry the Seventh's chapel has an undoubted 
right to be taken notice of in a very particular maa- 
fier, as being one of the moft expenfive remains of 
die antient Engliih tafle and magnificence. To be 
fare, there is no looking on it without admiration ;. 
but then its beauty confifts much more eminently m 
the workmanfliip than the contrivance, which is 
juft the revcrfe of what it ought to be. The pro- 
portion and harmony of a plan is the firft grai(3 
iecret in building ; nicety, and point in execution, 
the laft. • Thus it happens, that the edifice before us 
has nothing in its form tq furprize or charm $ and 
all the expence of art, which jis laviihed away upon 
it, only excites pity that the^fubjeft deferved no 
4jettcr. I am very fenfible, I ruA no fmall riik of 
'being cenfured for making fo free with fo celebrated 
a pile as this ; but as I profefs myfelf clear of all 
.prejudice, and only in purfuit c^ truth, fo I fball 
take all the liberties which are of a piece with fuch 
a charaiSer^^ and refolve to be. governed by reafon 
•' • an4 
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and j^udgmtnt only. On thefe principles^ therefore, 
I will boldly afiirni) that nothing can be more abfurd 
' than ere^ng this fabric at the end of the atbbey ; it 
now ierving only to fpoil the fymmetry irf" both, and 
.make a botch inftead <^ adding a beauty. If there 
were any ppint.of view where thefe pieces might be 
ieen. together, the truth of my aflertion would be 
apparent ; and, as it is, a little isnagination wiU 
anfwer the fame end. 

^ Let us farther add, that, by this unnatural con* 
junction, the whole magnificence of front, which 
might have been given to this coffiy chapel, is en^ 
tirely loft.; and thofe vidio admire it nioft implicitly 
and devoutly, cannot help enquiring for an entrance 
fuitable to the reft of the ftru<3ure. 

* Let us for oncethen fuppofe^ that it had been 
entirely detached from the abbey, and erefbd op- 
pofite the Houfe of Lords, with a Aunptooas front 
totheftreef; let us fuppofe die new Parliament- 
houfe finiflied on the other fide, and the before- 
mentioned vifta laid open to the new church, 
the confequehce would then be anodier group of 
beauties in building and decoration, which few 
cities in Europe could parallel. 

* By the many things I have faid of die advan- 
tage of fpace before a building, in order to add 
magnificence to the view, nobody will wonder^ I 
prefume, that I am for demoliihing a large part of 
d)e Dean's-yard, and laying open the ftreets at the 
weft end of the abbey, at leaft, to an equal breadth 
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vith the building. I muft frankly own, nothing 
appears fo miferable to me, as fuch incumbrances 
round a grand and elegant building : tfaey abate the 
pleafure of the proQieA moft exceedingly, and are 
real dtiadvantages to the builder's fame. 

• Weftminfter-jd)bey is a febric of great anti- 
quity, and challenges fome kind of veneration on 
that ^count : it is befldes of prodigious bulk, and 
fills the eye, at leaft, if it does not (atisfy it. To 
glance at it in the landfeape, without examinii^, its 
ports, it pleafes tolerably well ; to examine its parts, 
we ai'c under a neceffity of difllking the whole. If 
the height furprizcs, we are out of humour with its 
form ; and the fronts, in particular, ought to have 
rows eminently above the reft, in order to have va- 
l^icd the lines, and given ^at grace it fo viftbly 
wants. We now radier think of a barn, than a 
church* I bdteve thta image is entirely owing to 
the iharpnels of the roof, and if that was redified, it 
would be greatly to the advantage of the building in 
general. 

* As to th^ infide of the church, it is certainly 
more perfed and judicious than the out; the per- 
fpe£tive is firong and beautiful; and flrikes the 
^pe^lator in a very forcible manner, as foon as he 
oiafaes his entrance i and yet it owes the grcatefk 
part of ttselFe£l to a fault in fymmetry. It is th^ 
exceeding height of the grand aile which ^ivct th^ 
afloniibaient ; but if that was only in exad pro«^ 
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portion to the reft of the ptrts, it would not be 
diiiinguifhed fo mucfa^ and yet wouU deferve^imidi 
greater praife. 

* The organ4ias even interfered wiA this beauty, 
and broke the vifta in the moft injudicious manner 
inu^ns^: the iron gate below, it is true, makes 
foBie amends, by prefenting us with a little view of 
|)erfpe£live, which would mak^ cme of tHe bcft pic* 
(ures in th^t ftyle, I tver faw; and the lights and 
&adows &11 fo artfolly, that the painter has nothing 
dfe to do but copy : it will hardly be in his power to 
improve.' 

The abbey of St> Peter's is of fuch antiquity, that 
we are not without feveral- fabulous accounts of its 
foundation. St. Peter, to whom.it is dedicated, is 
faid to have eroded an oratory here, but the tale 
nieeds no refutation. About the y^r 606, of the 
Cbriftian ara, Segebcrt, or Sebcrt, king of the 
Eaft Saxons, then iiewly converted, built a church 
en the fite ^f Wefttninfter^abbej^^ and intended to 
have confecrated it to St. Peter; but thatapoftle 
came the night before the ceremony, and confer 
crated it himfelf. 

The autbofities on which this laft tale h baitt, 
4u:e ibmewhat better than the former ; and it feems, 
oi teaft, to have been generally believed at the time 
^ Edward the ConfeiTor* For that prince, during 
his exile in Noxthandy, according to the blindljf 
«ealou$ cuftom of that age, had made BOEany vows of 
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pilgrimage, &c. in cafe he ihoukl be reftored to his 
dominions. Accordingly, in the year 1045, he 
thought it incumbent on him to go to Rome, pur- 
&ant to his former relblutions. - But thir did not at 
all fuit with the political intentions df thoTe who had 
reftored him to the throne : they therefore propofed 
an expedient, calculated, at once, to quiet the con- 
science of the royal enthnfiaft, and to preferve the 
tranquillity of his people. 

For thefe purpofes ambai&dors were difpatched to 
Rome, to obtain a dil^n&tion from his>ows, 
which Mfas attended with no difficulty. But this 
provtfb was added, that the expences propofed to be 
applied to his journey &ould be given to the poor, 
and that he fhould etuSt a new, or repair fome old 
flionaftery, to the honour of St. Peter. 

Tlie above &bulous legend induced him tp prefer 
the fite on which king Sebert's church was ere£led, 
but was then much fallen into decay. He, there- 
fore, decimated all his pofleffions, and applied the 
produce to the building the abbey of St. Peter, which 
is commonly caUed Weft-minfter^ to diftinguilli k 
from St. Paul's, or the eaft-minfter ; the words 
minfter and monaftery, being iynoi^mous. This 
is the builditog we fee, though it has been (ince occa* 
fioaally repaired. The <:harter of St. Peter's abbey 
was Ae laft piri>lic z& of Edward the Con&ffi>r, who^ 
died a few days after, A. D. 1065* 
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Henry IIL began to build a cHapel here fS ^e 
blefled Virgin; he' laid die firft ftone in 1220: 
about twenty-five years after, finding the walls and 
fteeple of the church decayed, he pulled them down 
to enlarge the building, and make it more regular, 
which was not compleated till twenty-three years 
after his death. ^ 

Henry VIL in \y>%i began tlhtt ftately flruc* 
ture called by his namey by pulling down the chapel 
Ojf Henry III. and a houfe adjoining, called tbe 
White Rofe Tavern: this chapel, like the former, 
he dedicated to the blefled Vii^in, defigning it for a 
bjurial-[dace for him and his poftexity; and in his 
will exprefsly enjoins, that none but the blood-^rojal 
ihc^ld lie therein. He procured a bull from pope 
Leo for uniting to this abbey the collegiate church 
of St. MartinVle-grand, and the manor of Tykill 
in Yorkfhire. . . 

Since the death of this prince, no great alte]^-> 
tions have been made in this ftrudlurc, till of late 
years ; when it became the objeft of parliamentary 
concern, to refcue it from ruin by a thorough repa- 
ration, at the national expence. And though the 
ravage made in it by Henry VIII. and the havock 
without and within it during the civil wars, can 
never be recovered ; yet it has, by the labour and 
A:ill of Sir Chriftopher Wren, and thofe that fuc- 
ceeded him, been decorated with iomt »ncw. oma-^ 
ments j and by the addition of two ftately towers^ 
of curious workmanfbip, at the weft^ it is now ren- 
2 dered 
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dered more comidete than ever, the weft end having 
been left unfinifbed. 

In examining the -old abbey in order to tbefe 
repairs. Sir Chriftoplier Wren found great defers 
both in the materials and the workmanihip ; the 
ftones were decayed, the walls damaged and giving 
way, fome pillars fwayed, and arches cracked, &c» 
&c. All this, however. Sir Chriftopher caufeAtp 
be amended inftantly, and made ftronger than ever 
the firft builders left it. He made great repairs, and 
invefted the building with a better fort of ftone from 
Burford in Oxfordftiire, but did not live to finifli his 
defigns : in fliort, he left behind him a plan for erect- 
ing a tower and.fpire, and perfeft draughts and 
models of. all the additional ornaments that hq 
thought necefTary to complete this ftately building ; 
. Tome of ^hich, particularly the towers to the weft, 
have been fince ere(Sted, but the lofty fpire has been 
. thought either imprafticable or unnece jTary. 

This noble fabric, thus new coated and im- 
proved, has at a diftant profpeft all the majefty pf 
its former f^ate 5 but the beautiful carving that once 
adorned it, and ufed to charm the beholder, is noiv 
irretrievably loft ; the buttrdTes, . on^e beautifully 
capped with turrets, are made. into, plain pyramidica! 
fpnn^, and topped with free-ftone; and the ftatues 
of our ancient kings,, that formerly llood in niches 
near . the tops of thefe buttrcffes, and attrafted ad- 
miration, are for the moft part removed, and their 
broken fragments lodged in the. roof of Henry the 
F -Seventh's 
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.Seventh*s chapel, where they are buried from the 
public eye. On the north fide, next the towers, 
fome of thofe ftatues are ftill ftanding : on this fide 
you are. to take your outward view of the abbey, the 
other fide being much incumbered with buildings. 

The form of the Church is that of a crucifix, in 
which Henry the Seventh's chapel is no part. In 
the. original plan, the foulh fide anfwers exaftly to 
the north, by attending to which you may form a 
true judgment of the whole. The cloyfters on the 
fouth fide were added for the conveniency of the 
ihonks. 

In the year 1776 the ftalls, &c. of the choir were 
rebuilt, and the floor fome what raifed. They are 
not, at prefent, according to the old defign, but are 
neverthelefs deferving of commendation, as being in 
a light and elegant Gothic ftyle, not- at all un- 
. worthy the reft of the. building. 

In this abbey the kings and queens of England 
are crowned, and their burial-vault is underneath 
the chapel of Henry VII. 

• As I have made ftatues, as well as architefture, 
the fubje£l of this eflay, as often as they have fallen 
irt my way ; and we are now in the abbey, it will 
be unpardonable not to take a furvey of the moft 
remarkable monuments there, and applaud and cen- 
fure, in turn, as occafion oflFers. . 

' I fhall begin with Sir Godfrey Kneller's, fitxi- 
ated at the lower end of the north aile ; a thing 
defigned by Sir Godfrey himfelf, and executed by 
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Ryfback ; and yet fo far from anfwering the idea wc 
might conceive of it from two fuch great names, ^ 
that it hardly excites .common attention or curiofity; 
unlefs to read the epitaph, which is exaftly of a 
piece with the tomb, and as unworthy of Mr. 
Pope's genius, as the defign of that is of Kneller's 
pencil. One would have thought, fo accompliflied 
a mafter ihould have recolle<Sted, at firft fight, that 
a canopy is Tar from being a proper decoration in 
ilone ; and if it was, that it is fo flale and trite an 
, ornament, that the worft of his difciples would }iav« 
rej«ded it with contempt. One might rerfonably 
add, that Sir Godfrey had it in his power to diftin- 
guifli his own excellencies in the propriety of his 
ornaments ; but thofe he has chofen may do as well 
for any body elfe, and belong no more to a painter, 
than a lord chief juftice. 

' I fliafl pafs by a number of rude Gothic pieces 
which, inftead of adorning, really incumber the 
church; and be particular on fuch only, which 
either- really excel, or were intended to do fo, by 
the founders. 

. ' Among the firft of thefe, we may very juftly take 
notice of that erefted to the memory of young Mr. 
Carteret : ^e thought it turns on is fine and poeti- 
cal ; no guardian is fo proper of a thing facred to 
memory as Time, and no brib^ fo efFeftual to fecur^ 
him in its favour as Merit. The epitaph he is 
made to difplay is "in a fine tafte, and does honour 
to him who compofed it, and him it alludes to. 
F 2 The 
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The buft of the young gentlctnan himfelf is beauti- 
fully iimple, and preferves a fine keeping with refpeft 
to the Whole.* 

Though the general merit of diis monument can- 
not be difputed, yet there is ijomething forced and 
unnatural in the attitude of the figure of Time. Its 
expanded wings do not fuificiently fatisfy the ob*- 
ferver, who perceives that it is off the center of po- 
lition. In fail, we are not entirely free from ap- 
prehenfioiv pf its falling. The Latin epitaph is 
truly poetical, and never fails to intereft the reader, 
• not on account of the conceit of making Time the 
guardian of his fame, but by the itmpticity and un- 
affefted expreffion of regret, which jprevails in its 
compofition. After* faying thus much, ifwould be 
wrong not to infert it. 

The Epitaph. 

Quid breves te delicias tuorum 
Nasniis Phoebi chorus omnis urget^ 
£ t meae falcis fubi to recifum, 

vulnere plangit i 
En puer, vitsepretiom caducse! 
Hie tuam cuftos vigil ad Favillam, 
Semper adftabo, & memori tuebor. 

Mar more famam. 

'Audies clarus pietate, moruih 
Integer, multae ftudiofus artis ; 
H«c freqiienst)lim'lcget, hsec fequetur, 
Einula pubes, 

« Oa 
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• On. the other fidf of the fswne aile, on the back; 
of the choir, we fee another, in all rcfpcfts oppofite: 
to this ; I forget the lady's name * ip whofe honour it 
was ereifted, and if thofe. who were at the ex- 
pence of it could be forgot top, it would be fome 
advantage to their charafter. The conceit of this; 
monument is, a front figure of a lady fpringing up* 
wards from the ground, with a cherubim above her 
defcending^ to give her a lift; though^ by her atti- 
tude, it .is impoffible fhe ftjould.knpw. any thing of 
"the matter. Below her, hpvering oyer the bafe, is^ 
another* as hmp.and.wrjetcbod a^ tb^ ftrft^ who un- . 
folds as bad an epitaph, and complc^ats fo miferable 
a piece, that nothing, but its ne^ct neighbour cpul4 
keep it in countenance. 

^ That belongs to tl|e late Lord Kin(ale, and is^ 
as fine as painting, carving, and gilding can mfike it ^ 
but for its tafte, furely it is impoiQble any tiding can 
be more remarkable: that nobleman is in a recum-.- 
bent pofture, with a curious fuit of armour on^ a 
4eljicate head of hair, and points to a very empha- 
tical coronet near him, as the fumof all nis glofy; 
^veiypretty bit o£ canopy daogks over him;, a. coat 
of vffm»i moft pompoufly embla^&oned^ ^itt^s abPY^ 
that; tvo poor liule boys^ whom. I pity prodigipjiif^ 
ly, bear up a moft ponderous, urn, with, the addir 
tional. weight of the ftatue into the bargain ;. aiid» an 
ip^poctant epitapb underneath, all, tells you» that it 

* Dame ^izabcth Carteret. 
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has been a privilege of the Kinlale family to wear 
their hats before the king, time out of mind. 

^ Doclor Chamberlain's monument is, by many 
people, thQught one of the beft pieces in the abbey ; 
and, I own, I am inclined to be of the fame opinion. 
To be fure, every one of the figures is finely execut- 
ed, and fome parts of the doctor's, in particular, de- 
ferves fincere applaufc . 1 have no material fault to find 
with the order and difpofition of the whole, and the 
epitaph, to be fare, fays a great many fine things of 
the dodor ; yet ftill there wants a boldnefs and fpirit 
through the whole. You can't blame, it is true j 
tut then you can hardly praife. . In every defign, 
where there arc more figures tlian one, it is pof- 
fxble to ftrike the fpeftator's imagination, as well as 
appeal to his judgment ; and I muft be fo free as to 
own, that this piece has not that efl:eft on me. 

* As there is a buft of a late mufician in our way, 
drefled up in a beau peruke, and a fine laced cravat, 
he would take it ilV if we did not pay our compli- 
ments to him as we pafs byj for which reafon I 
make him this acknowledgement : but for fear the 
heirs of another mufician ihould lavifh away more 
money to a like purpofe, I think myfelf obliged to 
declare, that Parcel's epitaph is, at leaft, of ten 
times more value than Blow'§ monument. 

* The two boys on each fide the little tomb ere£ted 
to the memory of Sir Gilbert Lort, are in a very 
pretty t^ifte, and a perfeft contraft to each other j 
•ne reprefenting paflionate exclamatory grief, and 
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the other ftill and filent. It is pity they are divided 
by fo bad an ornament iiii the middle ; had they lean- 
ed on a fingle urn, which, in the antique tafte, might 
have been fuppofed to hold his alhes, they would 
have had a fine efFe£l, and challenged mpre admira- 
tion than many a more pompous and expenfive pile. 

* Looking through into one of the little chapels *, 
which are feparated from the body of the churchy 
we fee a monument, which belongs to one of the 
Veres, and challenges fome attention. It is true, 
the principal figure is in the old Gothic tafte, flat 
on his back, and, of confequence, not to be relifli- 
ed, though executed in the moft perfect manner in 
the world j but the four knights, which fupport the 
ftone over him, with his armour on top, are juftly 
to be admired j and though both their drefs, and the 
oddnefe of their employ are difadvantages, they ftrike 
you with pleafure notwithftanding, and each inde- 
pendent figure demands your approbation. Sorry I 
am to fee them ufed fo ill. Moft of them are maim- 
ed, and one of them, in particular, has had a leg 
broke off; I would, therefore, recommend the care 
of the dead to the dean and chapter, as well as the 
living ; and as they are leatt able to take care of 
themfelves, I think they have a better claim to the 
proteftion of others, and efpecially as they pay for- 
their lodging too. 

* Juft oppofite to this door, againft the wall, is a 
martial figure, reprefenting one of the HoUis's, and 

* SttbTequenC'ereflions have entirely feduded this chapel. 

F 4 till 
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till that of Mr. Craggs's was put up, was the only 
ereft one in the abbey, an attitude I am far from dif- " 
Commending ; for it is my ojHnion, ftatues fliould 
alwaj's reprefent life and ^dion, and hot languor and 
infenfibility. It is particularly happy when adapted 
tQ foldiers and heroes. Who ought never to be fup-» 
pofed at reft, and fliould have their characters jre- 
prefented as ftrong as poiEble. This before us h 
bold and- manly, though not chafte and elegant; it 
IS finely elevated too, and the mourning Pallas's at 
the back of it are. both well fancied^ and well ap- 
plied. There is no'part of the execution of this 
tomb that we can admire ; but as there was a pro- 
priety in the defigii, I could not pafe it over without 
giving it its due praife.' 

Next to Sir Gilbert Lort's monument, is a mag- 
nificent erefKon to the memory of adrtiiral Sir Peter 
Warren, by Roubiiiac. This" moitutftent isawhde,. 
andasfdchrhas a commanding effeft. Thebuftof Sir 
peter is the principal objeft, to Which the attention 
is dire£ted by the figures of Hercules and Naviga- 
tion. The Hercules has great merit, but its officd 
df placing or fupporting the buft fedms unhappy. 
For if the ftatiiary's intention be to reprefent life, 
rtothiii^ can be more oppofite to his purpofe, than to 
place a figure near the principal) which, by its ac- 
tion, fliall fay, " This is not Sir Peter Warren, but 
only his buft/' 

* The next thing in the abbey, iirfiich, according 
to method and order, demands our attention^ is the 

tomb 
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tomb ere^d to the memory ojf the duke of New* 
caftlc, l>y the countefs of Oxford, his daughter. To 
be fare, there is not a maufoleum belonging to the 
whole church, except Henry Vllths, which is built 
at fo great an expence as this. The materials ar^ 
exceedingly fiife; the fpace it fills grand and noble; 
the architecture rich and ornamental; and yet it 
gives no pleafure to the elegant and knowing, and 
is only the admiration pf the vulgar; the reafqn of 
which is plain; magnificence has been confulted 
only, and not beauty ; and coft and fplendor are 1a- 
vifhed away, if not direded by jqdgmeot and taft^. 
The figure of the duke himfelf is full of abfurdit^ies, 
it neither fits nor lii^s, i$ emi^oyed in no a£lion, h^s 
"np expreffion* no dignity, and abounds with mani- 
feft open difproportions. The two ftatues on each 
fide are equally t^me and unmeaning* and h^ve po 
more relation tp the principal figure, tbap if they 
were ftiU in the ilatuary's yard. I am muph dif- 
pleafed with the two braces of angels that incumber 
the upper part of this pile ;vand, indeed, if the whole 
ftory were entirely removed, I am opinion, it would 
be no difadvantage to the remainder.' 

Clofe to the door, in an oblique pofition againff 
one of the pillars, is a moft exquifite monument of 
the pureft white marble, by Bacon, lateiy cre6led to 
the memory o( George Montagu Dunk, earl of 
Hallifax. The whole compofition is fmgularly 
happy.' The buft is full of expreffion and charailer, 
and its attitude has an animation which^ cannot be 
F 5 defcribed. 
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defcrlbed. The two boys give meaniiig and variety, 
without encumbering the piece 5 and the finifli is fo 
admirable, that no lover of the fine arts can behold 
it, vjrithout regretting that, by its fituation, it is 
expofed to the rude hand of the vulgar^ whofe ra- 
vages are feen in every part of this facred repo- 
fitory. 

And here, once for all, I (hall take the liberty, 
with that honeft freedom which becomes him who 
addrefles himfelf to the public, to exprefs the fur- 
prife and indignation which every thinking man 
muft experience, when he obfervcs ^he mifchief 
which the fineft produftions of the arts, are daily 
fuffering, for want of attention in thofe who ought 
to be their guardians. The outrages-of the fanatics^ 
who were quartered in this abbey in 1643, ^^'^ 
never be obliterated; but furely we are not, at 
prefent, fo defencelefs, that the Goths and Vandals 
of our day may exert tbemfelves with impunity. 
.Every delicate foliage, every prominent limb, and, 
in fhort, every thing which the hook of a ftick can 
tear off, or its blow deftroy, is fure to fufFcr. I am 
told, that the youth of a neighbouring feminary are 
great agents in this bufinefe : if fo, their governors, 
and the governors of the cathedral, are to blame. 
But, at aU events, it would become the latter to 
confider, whether their large church revenues will 
not afford to maintain two or three officers con- 
ftantly to walk in the body of the abbey ? There is 
no want of attendants in the corner at which the 
8 ... fix-pences 
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fix-pences are colleded. For heaven's fake then, 
or if that adjuration has no force, for the fake of 
money, let the abbey, like St. Paul's, be fliut up, 
except to thofe who pay. Men of tafte will gladly 
confent to bribe the guardians of the church to theiB- 
duty, and the vulgar will be excluded. Among 
many other injuries which can hardly be viewed 
without execrating both the perpetrators and the 
dormant poffeflbrs of the fmecure dignities of this- 
foundation, I (hall mention, that the fnake in the 
right-hand figure of Dr. Chamberlain's monument 
is broken off, — ^the head of the principal figure in the 
fine alt relief on Sir Ilaac Newton's urn is gone, • 
—the tree on the hill of Trinchinopoly in General 
Lawrence's monument is hooked oft", — the arm of 
one of the figures in the alto relievo on Colonel 
Townfend'^ urn is broken ; and a tablet which was 
the other day ^ereSed in the fouth' aile to the me- 
mory of Dr. Watts, has already fuffered the Ipfs of 
ail head, leg and arm,, of one of the figures. It is 
alfo a matter worthy of enquiry, what has become 
of one of the feven remaining ftatues which, out of 
thirty-two, were left by the fanatics in the fhrine of 
Henry the Seventh's tomb. 

*' The monument erefted in honour o£ the late 
Sir Ifeac Newton, has pretty much divided tlie pub- 
lic opinion : - fome extolling it as one of the moft 
perfect pieces both in defign and execution, and 
others again depreciating it as no way remarkable 
for either, I chufe rather to fteer between thefe two 
F 6 ^ extremes,. 
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extremes, as ncarcft to truth, and agreeable to the 
beft of my underftanding. I, therefore, make nOF 
fcruple to own, that the ftatueof Sir Ifaac has fomc- 
thing in it exceedingly venerable, bold, and ma« 
jcftic : it commands attention, and expreflcs im- 
portance ; but then the aftion it is employed in i^" 
vain, and, of courfe,' out of charafter it reprefents. 
Sir Ifaac, though one of the greateft men who ever 
did honour to humanity, was, at the fame time, 
the leaft proud and afiuming ; and delivered fome of 
the fineft principles of philofophy as doubtful, which 
all his readers thought demonftrated : it was wrong, 
therefore, to give him that vanity after his death, 
which never belonged to him in his life. . If the two 
boys at his feet, which difplay the YcroU, had done it 
only to the fpe6bitor, and Sir Ifaac h^d not been 
concerned, it would have anfwered every way ; and, 
^engaging the philofopher in profound contemplation 
in the mean while, had exprefied his knowledge as 
well, and his charafier better. 

' The bas relief on the urn is moft excellent, and 
docs great honour to Ryfbrack : the principal figure 
in particular, that weighs the fun, and all pur 
planetary fyflem by the fleel-yard, is admirabte; 
the device is beautiful, and fully exprefSng Sir 
Ifaac's doilrine of gravitation, which is the bafis of 
his fame. The boys that are introduced to tell you 
he was Mint Mafler is trifling and poor, unworthy 
of the refl, and no compliment to him : neither is 
the cop^eii of the aloe, plant, in the other corner of 

tht 
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tl» tablature, lefs faulty ; becaufe it is to the full a$ 
infignificant, and abundandy more obfcure. The 
globe, in the back of the monument, is ahnoft a 
general objedion, as projeding too forward on the 
light, and ^ffing the keeping of the- whole. If 
any other pedcftsd, well proportioned, had been 
efteemed a more natural fupport for the figiire of 
aftronomy above, it might have had room in the 
•middle of it to introduce the globe to more advan- 
tage: but this I leave to the determination of better 
judges* 

< The upper part of the figure of aftronomy is, 
without controverfy, one of the moft delicate things 
that ban be imagined; the manner and a£tion are 
both iauldefs, and the expreffion of the face is at 
once thoughtful and compofed, fweet and majeftic. 
- 1 wifl) die refl of it had been anfwerable ; but it is 
quite the contrary- in all refpe<fts : the legs are 
' clumfy, and incumbered with drapery, and fo far 
from being beautifully or naturally difpofed, that they 
are piled one upon another^ and put me in pain for 
fear the figure ihould roll off the globe, for want of 
a due poife to keep it faft. 

' Upon the whole, it is, at Icaft, one of 
the nK>fl pardonable monuments I have feen ; and^ 
I am pofidve, the next age will be alike pleafed to 
fee fuch another genius as Newton, and fuch ano- 
ther, maft^r as Ryfcracfc, to do honour to his me- 
mory* 

« But 
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^ But if this monument of Sir Ifaac's mud un- 
dergo fuch a fevere trial, and be fo hardly acquitted^ 
what will be the fate of its neighbour, raifed to com- 
memorate the Lord Stanhope ? Undoubtedly it will 
meet with no advocate, and has not even the fmalleft 
title to favour. It is all alike, huge and heavy j 
expenfively Gothic, and magnificently clurnfy* 
The defign is fo triiling and abfurd, that not evea 
the hand of Rylbrack can give you the leaft preju*- 
dice to its advantage. The flatue of hi& lordihip 
might very eafily be miftaken for that of Ajax, if 
time and place could afford the leaft help to imagi- 
nation. , It has the fame unmeaning air and features 
which that hero is defcribed >with ; is as enormous 
in bulk> and ieems as void of deiign and penetra- 
tion. Circumftances that no way agree with tlie 
chjarafter of Lord Stanhope, and which rather lam- 
poon him than do him honour. 

' The tent behind is moft miferably conceived, 
and worft adapted of any thing I ever faw in my 
life ; and the Pallas upon the top of it, has the moft 
uneafy ftation imaginable : fhe is a giantefs too, 
and feems to have as little forecaft as her charge 
below : in fliort, if either of then! have. any beauty, 
it is in being of a piece with each other, but even 
that is an excellency which I fancy nobody will. ever 
envy or applaud. 

' We muft now ftrike down to the end of the 
fouth aile^ and tl\ere we {hall be fomewhat better 
entertained. The monument of Mr. Craggs is in 

a very 
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a very fimjde and elegant tafte; there appears much 
judgment in fetting this ftatue upright, becaufe it 
fills the vifta with g^ea^ harmony, and looks advan- 
tageoufly even at the greateft diftance. The atti- 
tude of it is delicate and fine, the thought of refting 
it on an urn pathetic and judicious, and if the face 
and head had been more finiihed, the whole had 
been without blemifh. The architefture is alike 
plain, and the embellifliments few and well chofen. 
In a word, many tombs have more beauties, none 
fewer faults. 

* I muft now take notice of two monuments 
together, though of very different perfons, and 
fomewhat removed in fituation from one another.: 
they are the Lord Godolphin's and Mr. Congreve's. 
My reafon for mentioning them at one time is, be- 
caufe they were ereded at the charge of the fame 
perfon ; becaufe they are in the fame bad tafte ; and 
the epitaph of them both are wrote in the fame ftyle, 
and fpelt with the fame exaftnefs. The lady who 
was at thQ expence of putting them up, had, un- 
doubtedly, the credit, of paying a compliment to 
men of the higheft merit," in their different flations ; 
yet, it is to be wi(hed, that me had thought it worth 
her while, for her own fake> to have done it with 
more decorum, and in a manner more fuitable to 
her quality and their deferts..*. 

"The firft window in this aile is filled with fuch a 
variety of things, thrown together in fo diforderly a 
manner, that we are no more tempted to dream of 

fymmetry 
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fymmetry and arraitgement at the view^ than we 
fhould be at the fight o( a broker's-ihop in Moor- 
fields* The inventor and fculptor, N. Read, to 
thfc honour of Admiral Tyrrcl, has exhibited a view 
of the fecrets of the deep. Among thefe fecrcts arc 
an Irifh harp, a globe, and a handfome family coat 
of arms. On a rock we perceive a very long in- 
fcription, which, by the help of a telefcope, may be 
perufed; and on the other fide, the ihip Buckingham 
prefents her ftem. As we do not propofe fo draw 
out a catalogue of the other valuables hpre depo- 
fited, we fhall quit the bottom of the fea after ob- 
fcrvmg, that two ladies, Mre fuppofe water-nymphs, 
are in the midft of diefe matters ; one kindly in- 
viting the fpcftators to obferve them, and the other 
bufy with the epitaph. Above this is a range of 
ftono waves, out of which, or rather nailed to 
which, appears the admiral. A very little altera- 
tion in his attitude, would induce the fpedator to 
imagine him to be hung in effigy* But the angels 
above, with their trumpets, put the matter out of 
doubt, and we find it is- the laft judgment, even 
without the help of the infcription to that effeS ; 
which, to prevent miftakes, is engraved on one of 
the rocks. The clouds above are very remarkable : 
they are formed of fine white marble, and fixed upon 
a dark ground. So xhzt Jtparvis licet componere mag- 
«<7,if the reader has any idea of the figure of a pancake^ 
no more words vrill be neceffary to give him the 
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moft accurate and corre£l knov(4edge of their ap- 
pearance. 

~Near this place is a well-finHhed buft of the late 
Dr. Zachary Pearce, bifliop of Roihefter, the laft 
furviving author of the SpeiSbator. This prelatt was- 
remarkable on many accounts, but for none more 
than that of his being the only bifhop we ever heard 
of, who faid nolo iptfcopari^ and at the fame time 
wifiied to be believed. The circumftance of his 
offering to refign his lawn fleeves, is recent in the 
memory of every one, and is commemorated on his 
epitaph. 

If we are inclined to look with contempt on the 
cfxtent of vtdndow, v4iich is- blocked up by admiral 
Tyrrd's monument, we find ourfelves amjJy fa-^ 
ttsfied by the three in the adjoining windows, to the 
memory of general Wade, general Fleming, and 
getieral Hargrave, all by the great Roubiliac. The 
fir ft is compofed of a military trophy, which the fi- 
gure of Time approaches to-deftroy, but 19 repelled 
by Fame. The idea is happy; but the execution is 
more^fo. The leaning attitudes of the figures give 
a^ variation to the outline of the group that h very ■ 
pleafing, and the figures tlrcmfelves are inimitable. 
There is an elegant lightncife, a velocity, if I may 
ufe the term, and an animated eagernefs in the figure 
df Fame, that would enternize the name of Rou« 
biliac, if his other woiks were sftinihilated* 

General Fleming's monument is likcwife a maf- 
(ef-picce) but is inferior to the foregoing in point 

of 
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of meaning. A Hercules is binding up a trophy, 
while a figure of Minerva points to a medallion of 
the general/ 

But general Hargrave's monument is full as fpeak- 
ing to the eye as general Wade's, though, by the 
nature of the fubjedb, it could not admit of quite fo 
happy a difpofition. A body is feen rifing from a 
farcophagus, on the one fide of which is Time 
vidlorious over Death. In bas relief^, on the back 
ground, appears a lofty pyramid, which is falling at 
the found of" the trumpet of an angel, who is feeh 
hovering above. In this monument we have many 
things to praife, and fome to blame. The figure of 
Time is full of force, and great (kill is difplayed in 
exhibiting a fkeleton, not dead, but In a ftate of ac- 
tion. The body, rifmg from the tomb, is finely ex- 
ecuted, and exprefles all that furprize and dread, 
which the diffolution of the frame of nature muft 
excite. But a body rifing from the tomb, is not an 
obje<a that admits of much difplay either of beauty 
or grace; and the fcene in the back-ground is, per- 
haps, totally improper for the ftatuary's art. In the 
prefent inftance, though we admire the ingenuity by 
which the pyramid feems to fall afunder, we are not 
ready to recognize the agent* A little cherub, no 
bigger than one of the bricks, blows a little trumpet,, 
but without infpiring any of thofe awful impreflions 
it was m^ant to convey ; and if the diminutive fize 
be inteiided as the efFc£t of diftance, it is ill-judged ; 
for a figure in relief, is fcarcely ever conceived to be 

diftant. 
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diftant. The fculptor has the advantage of the 
painter, but he quits that advantage when he in-^ 
trudes into the province of the other. 

Colonel Townfliend's monument is very delicate- 
ly finilhed, and, confidering how acceffible it is, has 
fuffered very little from the hands of wanton de- 
ftroyers. 

The monument lately erefted to the memory of 
major John Andre, is an elegant compliment made 
by his majefty, in commemoration of that unfor- 
tunate youth. Britannia reclines on a farcophagus, 
upon which is reprefented, in relief, that part of the 
ftory of his cataftrophe, which relates tahis requeft- 
Ing general Wafhington to alter the manner of hv» 
death. The figure of Britannia is elegant and hap- 
py, but the Hon at her feet would, perhaps, have 
been better if more recumbent; for at prefent, by 
the magnitude and elevated head of this creature, it 
is, without any' apparent reafon, made to draw off 
too great a part of that attention, which ought to 
be beftowed on the melancholy and expreffive figure 
of Britannia. The bas relief has great merit. The 
figures are fiill of life and energy, th*i keeping is 
very happily: attended to, and the whole is grouped 
in fuch a manner, that it ftrikes the eye at once as 
a mafs of parts very judicioufly harmonized and 
blended together. The defign was by Robert Adam, 
and it was executed by Van Gelder. 

Farther to the eaftward are Yev6ral tablets very 
neatly executed, but too delicate for the changes of 

the 
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the atmofphcre to which they are expofed.. Mr.. 
Wragg's tablet Is adorned with a very elegant weep- 
ing figure. We have already noted the mutilation, 
which Dr. Watts's alt relief has fuffered. 

* The plainnefe and fimplicity of Dr, Frejnd's 
baft pleafes me much, and if his epitaph had been 
in the fame gout, it would have been, at leaft, as 
high a compliment both to the fcholar and phyfician. 

* There is fomething pretty in Mrs. Defbovery's 
tomb, the figures are lively and frfee, and the archi- 
te6lure not much amifs j but her own amiable cha- 
rader, indeed, is the higheft decoration ; and to 
which we may juftiy add thzt of bar friendsy who 
had tbe gratitude to pay this, glenteel compliment to 
the remiend>rance of their former aii^£tion. 

* Not far from' this a monument infefibed with 
the name of Mr. Smith, which is much in tafte^ a 
fine buft, in relievo^ of that gontieman, is fupport-^ 
ed by a weeping figure, repr-efenting his daughter, 
both which are defigned and executed with fpirit. 
If afty thing is wanting, it is a reft for the lady's 
left arm, which being held up Xo the head, Appears 
painful for want of itk The urn,, on which, flie fits, 
with its bafe and pyramid beUnd, fijuiih the whole 
tomb, and unite in a ftyle raoft barBiomouSi and ar 
gjceeaWc. ' ./ , 

* The mbnumefflfe of Mr. Thynn^ falls next mt-r 
der our confiderattoA^ one o£ th«^^ moft celebrated 
tilings in the abbey ; it is, indeed, in a moft ele- 
gant tafte ; and the execution is equal to the defign. 

The 
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The languid djing pofttire he is placed In, with the 
SL&ion of his hand, dire6Hng the fpedator to the 
tragic ftory of his death, which was once engrayed 
behind htm, are beautifully confiflent with each 
other, and muft have had a very pathetic influence 
on all who beheld it; particularly, as fo ftrongly en- 
forced with the fine relief, which reprefented the 
murder below. But fmce the caprice of fome, and 
the prejudice afid interefts of others, have i^razed 
the infer iption, neither his ad^ion, nor that' of the 
inimitable boy at his feet, can be thoroughly under- 
flood, iinlefs confidercd in the light it was firft in-- 
tended to appear in, as defcribed above. 

* ^The execrable Gothic heap, which was ere<9:cd 
at fo great an expence, in honour of fo brave a man 
as Sir Qdudtfly Shovel, and even by his fovereign 
herfelf has been fo emphatically and juftly expefed 
in the Spc6btoralready, that I have no need to fay 
any -diing more on that fubjedt. I fball only beg 
leave to -put the two neighbouring tombs <)f admiral 
Churchill and Mr* Stepney irt the fame rank of cen- 
fure, fincethey are almoil as C(^ly, and full as un- 
meaning and ridiculous. 

< I muflr-now pafs over feveral wretched things 
that are unworthy of obfervation, in order to haften 
to the corner of the poets j but by the way^ cannot 
overtook the droll figurtf fetup, at the charge of a 
noble peer, to the memory of Grabe tfie commen- 
tator. He is elevated on-a high fort of a funeral- 
cbeft) with a lamp by his fide,- and a pen in his 
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hand, to reprefent, I fuppofe, his unwearied applica- 
tion to ftudy in his life time j but then the ridiculous 
height of the ftatue, the clumfinefs of the attitude, 
and the oddnefs of the employ, never fail-to excite 
laughter in all who behold them ; in fhort, he looks 
like a boy on a high joint-flool, kicking his heels 
about, and tumbling every moment. 

* I don't know any circumftance which diftiri- 
guiihes the real patron fo much, as paying the lalt 
compliment of an urn and infcription to the a(hes of 
a dead genius ; it argues a thorough and diftintereft- 
cd efteem for merit ; fets the ^ireftexample of mag- 
nanimity for the great to follow, and excites the 
noble emulation among the learned to deferve a like 
honour. 

* In this viewi I am charmed with the recc^lec- 
tion, that the venerable names of Spenfer, Jonfon, 
Cowley, and Dryden have been perpetuated, with 
juft and noble diftinftions, by fuch illuftrious per- 
fonages as Sheffield and Villiers dukes of Bucking- 
ham, and the earl of EiTex. Some diftindUon, it 
is true, is neceflary to be made in the fhare of ap- 
plaufe, which is due to thefe noblemen for the fame 
humane and generous adtion. The- earls of Eflex 
and Oxford did this honour to Jonfon and Spenfer, 
without complimenting themfelves at the fame tinie, 
•by infcribing their own names on the ftonej a de- 
licate piece of felf-denial, which Villiers and Shef- 
field had not firmnefs enough to pracSife in their ge- 
xicrofities of Dryden and Cowley. 

' * The 
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* The duchefs of Buckingham will, however, have 
an equitable claim to fhare in glory with the firft; 
for flie juftly diiliking the buft, which was firft fet 
up for Mr. Dryden, ordered it, at her own expehce, 
to be removed, and another placed in its ftead; at 
once unwilling that her dead lord's humanity fliould 
be cenfured for want of tafte, and diflatlsfied with 
the glory of fuch an HiSkion, unlefs the thing itfelf 
agreed exadly with the intent of raifing it. The 
prefent buft is far from being contemptible, and the 
whole tomb fimple, if not magnificent. 

^ I am always' much furprized to fee fo wretched 
a thing as that erefled to the memory of Mr; Phi- 
lips, infcribed with the name of Harcourt. One 
would have naturally imagined, that whoever aimed 
at public ornament, would endeavour at fomething 
like elegance too ; one would have expedled it in a 
more eminent degree, from fuch a nameas this ; but 
on the contrary, nothing is more oppofite, nothing 
can be more contemptible; it is even a burlefque 
upon monuments ; and inftead of doing honour to 
the founder, or the perfon it is confecrated to, indi- 
cates very ftrongly, that either one had not merit 
enough to deferve a better, or the other had not tafte 
and fpirit enough to do it juftice. 

* The buft of Jonfon is executed with great hap- 
pinefs, aridJooks with abundance of life and fpirit. 
The talilature it is inclofed in is beautiful^ and the 
decorations few, proper, and elegant. To talk like 
a critick, there is nothing wanting but a note of ad- 
miration 
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miration ^t the end of the infcription, O rare Ben 
jfonfon! 

' Though the tomb of Spenfer has fufered great- 
ly by tkne, and was erefted in an age when tafte was 
in its infancy in England, yet there is foniediing in 
it venerably plain, and not abfurdIy*ornamcittal. 
The materials were certainly very rich, and I don't 
recolkiSl any of the fameftanding, that defervefo lit- 
tle cenfure.* 

This tomb was reftored by private fubfcription, in 

1778- . 

' I am pleafed to fee the great Budeir here on any 

terms ; but it would have given me^ much greater 
fatisfadtijDn to have feen it raifed in a more magnifi- 
cent i^umner, and by fuch perfons t;oo, as might have 
reflei9£d greater honour to his memory; though bis 
own merits were fo eminent, ^ to need no public 
acknowledgment to make them immortal. 

^ The bttfts of Shadwell and Evremond. are nei- 
ther of them very extraordinary, and thepefore I 
.fliall content myfelf with this bare mention, diatdiey 
are there. 

^ -Mr.v Prior's monument I cannot fo ealily pafs 
ev^r, becaufe it is meant to be magnificent, and was 
defigned to call upon the alt^tion of mankind* 
.Undoubtedly, few n(ien had ever better title- to a- fc- 
.pulchraltFophytban this author; but IKII Ifhoukl 
•have been more pleafed, if it had been created at 
any other perfon's charge rather than his -own. "It 
b -extending pur vanity .beyctod the grave, jandtnak- 
ing the, envy of mankind eternal. As to the tomb 

^ . itfclf. 

Digitized by V^OOQIC 



L O N b O 1^. 



xti 



itfelF, I muft be free enougb to confefs, I am not 
entirely fatisfied with it; his own buft, which is de- 
figned to he the principal figure, is hurt by the whole 
ftatueson either fide ; and it is not to be queftioned, 
but a fimple urn, with the head on a pedeftal over 
it, would have had a finer effefl, and better deferved 
our admiration. The head itTelf is certainly per-i 
formed with grejtt maflery, and is juftly efteemed 
ohe of the finefl things in England; and yet if a 
little French embroidery on the cap, and drapery, 
were fpared, I believe it would be far from a difad- 
vantage to it,' becaufe it would be then more akin 
to the chaflity and purity of the antique.* 

The bufl of Prior was done by Coriveau, an3 
prcifented to him by Lewis XI V. when he was at the 
court of France, in a public character. ' 

Between Butler and Shadwell, a h\i& of Milton, 
by Ryfbrack, wa^ ereded in 1737, at the expence 
of WiBram Benfon, Efq. At the removal of 
the fence from before this monument, the whole 
town was difappointed to find, that Mr. Benfon had 
faid much more about himfelf than the poet. 

Underneath Milton is an elegant fitting female* 
figure, in relief, which holds a medallion of Gray, 
and points up to Milton. The infcription beneath 
vWtt be thought very happy by fome, while others 
will be as ready to cenfure it, as an extravagant 
compliment to Gray*s abilities, 

G Thk. 
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The Epitaph^ 

^ No more the Grecian mufe unrival'd reigns. 

To Britain let the nations homage pay. 

She felt a Homer's fire in Milton's ftrains, 

A l^indar's rapture in the 1 jre of Giay. 

Every admirer of Shakefpeare will look with p}ea« 
fure on the excellent whoki-length ftatue of him, 
by Scheemakers, which was ere&ed in 1741, from 
the produce of two benefits, one at each theatre. 
He is reprefented gracefully leaning on a pile of 
books, from which depends a fcroU, containing the 
following ftrong lines, a little altered from the co- 
medy of the Tempeft : 

The cloud-capt towers, the gorgeous palaces,. 
The folemn temples, the great globe itfelf. 
Yea, all which it inherit ihall diflblve. 
And, like the bafelefs fabrick of a vifion. 
Leave not a wreck behind. 

The monument of Tfaomfon has nothing very 
remarkable either to prailc; or cenfure.; but that of 
Rowe is very happily, grouped^ The pyramid be* 
hind, which bounds the outline and dire& the 
fight, the elegant figure near the buft, and the chafie. 
medallion of the young lady, are all fo difpofed as to 
do great honour to Roubiliac, the fculptor. 

There 
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There is an agreeable fimplicity in Gay's monu- 
ment. The epitaph is one of thc-beft of thofe 
written by Pope. It contains a chacafter of Gay, 
and ends with a point, not of that infipid and ridi» 
culous fpecies which appears in Kneller's epitaph, 
but paifhettc and interefting. The laft four lines 
are, 

Tbefc are thy honours j not that here thy bull 
Is mix'd with heroes, or with kings thy duft ; 
But that the worthy and the good may fay. 
Striking their penfive bofoms Here lies GAY. 

, Over the little door adjoining, a very well-finiihed 
medallion, by Nollekens, has been put up, to the 
memory of Oliver Goldfmith, commonly called Dr. 
Goldfmith* The epitaph by Dr* Samuel Johnfon 
is inuch admired, as a piece of elegant Latinity* 

The large monument to the memory of the duke 
of Argyle is one of the moft magnificent in the 
whole church. The figures are larger than the 
life, and are full of expreffion ; and the piece has a 
very ftriking effccl, conlidered as a wholcf, to which 
its vaftnefs may, perhaps, not a little contribute. 
The. Upper figure of Hiftory, by its attitude, is ad- 
vancing forward pretty quick, which does not agree ' 
very well with her employment of writing on the 
pyramid. Much lefs can the tranquil attitude of the 
duke be reconciled with this rapid motion ; for he 
leans his head on his arm, and refts againft her 
G 2 thigh. 
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thigh. The figure of Minerva below, which is 
looking upv appears to be fet out of the perpendir. 
cular, and ready to fall backwards ; but the oppofite 
figure of Eloquence is very happy and animated. It 
might be wifhed, the advanced hand was lefe enve- 
loped by the drapery. The bas relief below is fupe- 
rior in efFeft to any I ever remember to have feen.^ 
Britannia, with the cap of liberty, is prefented with 
his arms, and a fcroU, by three infant figujfes ; and' 
in the back ground we behold the infide oflin exten- 
five circular building, the perfpe£live of which, is 
admirably managed, and conveys a ftrong iropref- 
fion of grandeur and vaftnefs. 

In a niche,confiderably elevated, is a whole length 
fiatue of Handel, with an organ, and other mufical 
ornaments. This is the lafl monument RoubiUac 
fived to finifh. It feemS as if the fituation had 
crampt his exertions ; for we do not here obferve 
any difplay of t^.at invention by which his works are 
ufually characterized. The flatue poflefles the merit, 
of being exceedingly like the great compofer to 
who(e memory it was erefted ; but its attitude is 
hot happily calculated for the elevation at which it. 
is placed. 

' Near this, by order of the late Princefs Dowager 
of Wales, are erefted two elegant female figures^ in, 
-relief, reprefenting Botany and Religion. Botany^ 
prefents to view a medallion of the late Dr. Stephen. 
Hales, an author \yell known in the philofophical 
world by his numet-ous Jft^tical experiments. 

Almoft 
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Almoft immediately beneath is a well executed 
buft of the truly profound Dr. Ifaac Barrow, tlie 
tutor of Newton, and one of the firft logicians the 
world ever produced. 

* Before we go into the inclofed part of the abbey, 
it will be proper to flop a moment at the tombs on 
the left hand of the entranpe. That of Dr. BuAd)* 
is certainly in a good tafte, and well executed ; the 
figure is bold and free ; in a proper aftion^ and very 
expreflive of the charafter it reprefents : neither arc 
the decorations much inferior. But that of Dr* 
South^s is altogether as bad j it is onl-y a parcel of 
good marble fpoiled, and the ftatue even morer 
ihocking than the original block it was at fifft com- 
posed of. 

« Of each fide of the collateral ailes of the choie 
. are three diftinfl: fpaces, which, if I miftake not,. 
were formerly ufed as chapels, and confecrated to 
particular "feints J but now are only repofitories o£ 
the dead, and devoted to their monuments and in- 
icriptions. I (hall touch upon i^at is remarkable 
in eilch of them quite round, and referve that of 
Henry the Seventh to clofe my remarks on that part 
of my fubjeft. 

* In the firft of thefe, on the right hand, you 
have a fample of the antient Gothic magnificence, 
which was the higheft tafte our anceffors arrived at ; 
that is ^o fay, a monument which fprcads over a vaft 
extent of fpace, contains a prodigious quantity of 
^e fineft marble, is adorned with a vaft variety of 
i* G 3 decorations, 
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decorations, dazzles your eyes with a profufion of 
gildings, is animated with abundance of infcriptlons, 
and yet, upon the whole, appears an infigniiicant 
lieap, without form or order, beauty or underftan^- 
ihg i creating pity that fo much money, time and 
labour, fhould be thrown away, inftead of exciting 
applaufe and admiration. 

* What has been faid of this particular tomb will 
fuit as well with all the reft in the fame ftylc ; for 
though they differ in particulars, they are the fame 
upon the whole ; and a fuperiority in hugenefs and 
cxpcnce only calls upon the fpeftator for a feverer 
ccnfure, snd more poignant difiatisfaftion. One 
abfurdity efpccially, which is common to them all, 
ought to be moft rigorouily condemned ; which is, 
the graving their infcriptipns in fo fmall a charafler, 
and placing them at fuch a diftance from the ey<?, 
that they were ever as inefFecStual, as if time had 
.effaced them from the firft momept of thejr in- 
fertion. 

^ In the laft of. the chapels on the r}gh^h^<^l is a 
fingle ftatue in honour of one of.the HpHefe^) 'Whiidi 
.eJcprelTes morejuvenile fweetnefs and beauty tliananf 
thing I ever faw of the kind in my life. If this-figuie 
Ji;i^ any fault in charafter and defign, it is in its 
being in a languid, fedentary poflure, though ckd 
in armour, and deicribed as a hero in his bloom. 
To be fure an attitude of more ipirit would have 
'htcn more fuitable to the perfon i:eprefented, would 
-have given the ftatuary greater latitude to exert hi^ 

genius, 
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genius, and occafioned more fatisfa^bioji in the 
fpeSator too.' 

In this chapel, againft the weftern wall, has been 
lately ereded a fuperb monument to the memory of 
the late Elizabeth, dutchcfs of Northumberland. 
The defign is by the architect R. Adam, and it is 
executed by N. Read, The figures of Faith and^ 
Hope are finely performed, as is likewife the tablet 
of Charity, and the arrangement of the whole is 
very happy. But it fcems deficient in point of unity 
in the a^Stion. Like the old monuments, its neigh- 
bours, every member, every figure, is meant to 
celebrafe a virtue pofl'efledby the deceafcd : but then 
they are all feparatcly employed. To illuftrate this^ 
we may obferve, that in mod of the compofitions of 
Roubiliac all the parts are made to unite in one 
grand intention, and there are no pretty things 
which can be taken away, without injuring the 
fenfe and ftrong meaning conveyed by the whole. 
Whereas, on ^the contrary, the old Gothic monu- 
ments are mere ornamental arrangements, formed 
only to ftrike the eye.. And notwithftanding the 
very fupcrior merit of the ftrufture before us, it 
•may, in fome meaTure, be claffed with them in this 
partk^ar. 

' Oppofite to the door of this chapel is a brazea. 
buft of Sir Robert Stapleton, an author of fome 
•jfepute in the time of king Charles the Firft, which 
hais fomething in it very lively and pleafmg ; and 
though a judicious eye will eaJfily find it incorredl, 
G4, he 
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he will not foil of giving it fome degree of praife 
notwithftanding. 

^ Much in the fame iituation, in the other ailc> 
is a has relief, in honour of one of the la Tours, a 
family from France, which has a degree of delicacy, 

"fcoth in the tale and expreffion, which is very enter- 
taining : it IS a mother lamenting over her dead or 
dying daughter, and the artift has been very happy 
in the execution. I could wifli though that the 
drapery had not been quite fo prodigally beftowed, 
and that the folds had been fewer and more fimple. 

* On the other fide of the fame aile, a little lower 
down, is another piece of the fame nature with this, 
which is the reafon I arrange them together. The 
ftory of that is, a lady dying, and her hufband and 
fcveral children weeping round her. I o^nnot lay 

; that the foenc is not well enough difpofed, and the 
paflions naturally and properly exprefied ; but ftill I 
think fuch little tablatures as thefe arc fitter for a - 
snedal than a monument, and ought to be kept in a 
box, rather than be expofed to the open air. What 
is calculated to laft for any term of years, ought to 
be comjpofed of large and nervous parts, that time 
might be the longer in hurting it, and that it might 
have better chance of challenging the attention of 
pofterity. 

'I mull now go back again to the firft chapel on 

' the right hand coming down the aile, where we 
iball fee, at the entrance, a * figure leaning oa a 

* FiaqcU, Lord Cottiogtoa, 

matrafs. 
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Hiatrafs, which is admirably well executed, but in 
the worft ftyle almoft of any thing in the abbey. In 
a word, it is an exa£t copy of the drefs and clia- 
rat^er of the times,, at the beginning of die reign of 
king Charles the Firft- The fpruce hair, curled 
whifkexs, pointed beard, ftarched rufF, formal cloak^ . 
and large buttons^ are as carefully preferved, as if ^ 
they were a fit ftandard of beauty for all future ages, 
Above.this,,. and almoft out, of fight, is a brazen* 
buft of a *lady, which deferves fome admiration,, 
both as it exprelles great fimplicity and beauty, and 
as it is finely executed too. It is true,^ the drefs and- 
manner <tf this are as much to be objefted to as the 
laft, and have the fame excufe of mode to plead in 
their juftification.^ . V/ 

* Juft oppofite to the entrance is a ftatue that is 
difpofed with the moft eafe and freedom 6( any/ 
thing I ever faw ; and, indeed, has no other beauty 
to recommend it. I do not recoHeft any thing elfe 
remarkable in either of thefe chapels to take farther 
notice of; for though they are crowded with monu- 
ments^ they are all fo extremely ill,- as to be even 
beneath cenfure. One modern lady, indeed, in the 
next chapel to this, would take it iU if I did not pay 
fomething like a compliment to her; for ihe ia 
drefied with fo much nicety, fo laced, fo ruffled, 
and fo fervent in her devotion too, at the faine time^ 
as if we were to believe there was as much ceremony 

* Anne, Lady;.Cottiogton#i , ^■ 

G5 to 
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to be obferved in gaining admlflion to heaven, as at 
jcourt on a birth-day.' 
. In the paflage between the chapels to the north, 
and die chapel of^ St. Edward, which is in the 
jniddle behind the choir, there are feveral modern 
monuments. That to the memory of William 
Pultney, carl of Bath, by Wilton, poffefles great 
.merit, both in defign and execution* . The two 
iclegant female figures are finely yaried; and the 
iioiihed medallion of his lordihip is &1II of life and 
chafa£br. 

The fculptor's art is difjdayed with fuccefs in the 
jiext monument, which is erefted to the memory of 
Admiral Holmes, .and executed by the fame artift -, 
but I cannot think the defign happy. The figure of 
die admiral is not deftitute of grace, but the im* 
menie piece of ordnance, and die anchor, compofe 
fuch a number of ftrait lines croffing each other 
almoft at right angles, that the whole diipofition 
rather oiFends than pleafes die eye. 

Whether it be that we are ufed to recattto me* 
.mory the capital painting of Weft, when we fee 
Wolfe's monument, and the latter fuiFers too much 
i>y the comparifon^ or from what other latent caufe 
it may arife is not, perhaps, eafy to be determined; 
itut, undoubtedly, this piece cannot rank among 
thofe that feize the affe6tions and fpeak to the heart, 
though the fubjedl is certainly niuch in favour of the 
artift. The whole of this monument fills the mind 
with ideas of bulk and ponderofity, and we are never 

fo 
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Co much attached to the defign as to forget we arc 
looking at a raafs of marble. 

The figure on lord Ligonier's monument is not 
the pattern of elegance and grace. Inftead of that 
Hghtnefs and eafe which w^ naturally expect in a 
fancy-formed nymph, the appearance of the lady in- 
duces us to fuppofe her with child. 

The chapels in the, ailes have not received many 
additions fincc the time of our author ; but the man 
of tafte will be highly gratified by the monument of 
Mr. Nightingale, which is in the fartheft chapel top 
the north from Henry Vllth's chapel. It is faid, 
that the great Roubiliac, the fculptor, was {o defirous 
of rendering this 'work perfeft, that, to the clofe of 
his life, he frequently attended here to alter and im- 
prove it. The whole piece is beyond praife ; for, 
whether we regard the languid attitude of the dying 
lady, or the energetic acStion of her hufband, who 
fuftains her, and .endeavours to ward off ^e fatai 
ftroke, aimed at her by th^ figure of death; whether 
we contemplate the ftrong expreffion of paffion, 
which at once amazes and interefts the fpe£lator; 
or whether we attend more coolly to. the general dif- 
pofition, the drapery and the anatomy of the figures, 
every thing leads us to pronounce it inimitable. 

Oppofite to this is a large pile to the memory of 
the countefe of Montrath. The general efFe£i is not 
unpleafing, but it cannot be viewed to any advan- 
tage in the confined fituation it is 'in. It is likewife 
no advantage to it to be placed in contrail to the 
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exquifite monument we have juft mentioned ^.c(pe- 
cially, as it difobliges the fpeft^tor, by depriving him 
of the beft point of. view from which the latter 
cnight be feen^ The defign reprefents the lady dy- 
ing, while an angel direfb her fight to a kind of 
double chair or fofa, on which her departed lord is 
fitting, a vacant place being prepared for her. There, 
is no doubt but this defign might look very well in 
the original drawing, but it is totally improper for 
fculpture; for nobody that fees the little naked gen- 
tleman, who feems to fit fhivering in the clouds^ 
will imagine him to be a great way off, which is the 
];kOtion intended to be conveyed by its diminutive 
fize. It was therefore filly to attempt it.. 

* Some of my readers would,, perhaps,, take it ill^ 
if in this place, and writij^g on the curiofities of the 
abbey, I fhould not fay fomething. in honour of the 
fine wax- work figures, which are placed fo curioufiy 
up and down this venerable building ; particularly^ 
the king William and queen Mary^ which have been 
fo amicably fet up together in the fame box. To 
oblige them, therefore, and ia compliment to the 
lev. dean and. chapter, who permit thefe noble de- 
coration^, I will throw away a moment or two in 
giving my opinion of them. In, the firft place, 
therefore, I thinTc that they are ridiculous and un- 
natural in themfelves> expreffing neither figure like 
ftatuary, nor colour like painting; fecondly, I anx 
humbly of opinion, that they would become a pup- 
pet-lhew better than a church,, as making a mere 
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fkrce af what (hould be great, and folemn; and 
thirdly, I think them highly injurious to the cha- 
raders they reprefent, as fhewing them like jointed 
babies to the fiupid admiration of the vulgar, and 
the contempt of mea of fenfe,. inftead of charac- 
terizing their perfons. For all which^ and many 
more reafons, I beg leave ta move,, that the prefent 
fet of wax worthies may be demoliibed without be.- 
nefit^of clergy; and that all their prefent patrons 
inay^-fubftituted in their place ; and that as faft as 
any fiiturc; reverence fhould endeavour to feduce his 
brethren to the like idolatry, he ftiould be immedL- 
atcly chronicled in wax, and Ihewn with a cap ^d 
bells, todiftinguifli the extent of his underftanding, 
and the perfection of his tafte/ 

This ridiculous raethpd of commemorating the dc.- 
ceafed, feems tQ have been of confiderable antiquity. It. 
isfaid, thatdiefe waxen images were formerly expofed 
in open chariots witK their proper enfigns of royalty 
and honour,, at the funerals of our princes, and other 
grfeat perfonages,. The moft ancient and decayed 
have been from time to. time removed. The figure 
of lord Chatham, lately fet up, was done, we prcr 
ijame>,at the charge of the copartnerfhip who receive 
the profits of the exhibition, the price of admittance 
having been doubled firom the time of its ere£Uon. 

' The inclbfure behind the altar, commonly kaowu 
by the name of St, Edward's chapel, has nothing re- 
markable in.itbut certain Gothic antiquities, which 

are made facred by tradition, and ferve only to ex- 
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cite a ftupid admiration in the Vulgar. TTierc is, 
indeed, at the end of this place, a fort of gate to 
the tomb of Henry V. whitfh wais intended for a 
piece of magnificence, and no coft was fpared to 
make it anfwer that d^fign; but die tafte of it is fo 
unhappy, and the execution fo execrable, that it has 
not the leaft claim to that charafter. The tomb of 
that prince challenges attention only becaufe it was 
his, and becaufe the ftatue on it has loft its head j 
to account for which Angular injury, we are toH a 
ridiculous tale of its being filvcr, and that the value 
pf it occafioned-the facrilege, 

* One thing, it is true, was, till lately, to be met 
with in this place, but now removed to Henry 
Vllth's chapel, which merited a peculiar regard; that 
is, a wooden cheft of bones, faid to be the remains of 
Catharine daughter of the king of France, anfl 
confort of Henry V. If this account be authentic, 
I think nothing can be a greater violation of de- 
cency, or more injurious to the memory of fuch il- 
luftrious perfonages, than to expofe their relicks in 
fo licentious a manner, and make a Ihew of what 

' once commanded refpe£t and adoration. 

* The arch at the entrance of Henry Vllth's 
chapel is exceeding grand and ornamental, the fteps 
underneath are a fine preparation for the fccne at 
landing, and the three doors are admirably expedi- 
ent to favour the perfpeftive vdthin ; but this, and 
feveral other beauties, are utterly fpoiled by the flails, 
which ciit off the collateral ailes of the chapel 

Digitized by GOO^^*^ J^* 



- T. O N D O N. 135 

entirely, andthereby fpoil the beauty and fymmetrjr 
of the whole. . 

^ 'i'he roof of this ftruiSiire is certainly one of the 
fineft things in the world, I mean in the Gothic 
fiyle. Nothing can be in a better form, or more 
jidaly decorated j ^perhaps, had it been more fimple, 
it had fhewn to a greater advantage; but flill it is 
a wonder, that one continued clufter of ornament 
ihould be contrived to pleafc fo much, and anfwer 
fo well, 

* Were the abfurd partitions, mentioned above, 
thrown down, the jroof would appear fldll more fur- 
prizing, and the area before more fpacious and pro- 
portionable; all thofe tombs which are now (hut up 
in fuch a manner that they are no where to be feen 
as they ought, would then come forward to the eye, 
and give an additional grandeur and folemnity to the 
fcene; the perfpeftive would be finely broke, and 
every objeft properly termitiate in the founder's 
maufoleum, the principal point in the whole view. 

• There are few tombs in Europe more famous 
than that of Henry VII, neither indeed are there 
many which deferve to be more fo. The under- 
taking in itfelf wzs vaft and furprizing, the cofl: pro- 
digious, and the execution exceedingly difficult and 
laborious ; and yet the artift has fucceeded in it to 
admiration: there is hardly a part in it that is not 
excellent, from the chief figures to the minuteft 
point of decoration. The ftatues of the king and 
^ueen are grand and noble, and the bas relief on 
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the (ides below b^utiful and expreffive. I am of 
€>pinion the workman, whoever he was, wa& equal 
/ to the nobleft fcheme of this nature, and would 
have made a figure even amongft the ancients. What 
a pity is it, therefore, that fuch a genius, and fo 
much art Ihould be laviihed away on a thing en-p 
tirely out of tafte,, and which, at the fame expence 
and ftudy, might have been made the wonder of the 
world ! To explain myfelf farther on this head, no- 
thing can be more flupid than the laying Ibtues on 
their backs, in fuch a fituation it is impoffible they 
fhould ever be feen to advantage,, and of courfe^ 
that all their perfections muft be thrown away. In 
the next place, the brazen inclofure which furrounds 
die tomb, wonderful as it. may be confidered by iu 
felf, is a monilrous blemifh,. with re^rd to the 
thing it was intended to preferve and adorn ; he-P 
caufe it rifes abundantly too high, and intercepts 
the view entirely fi-om the principal objefts. 

* Without doubt the ftatues of the king and 
queen. ought to have been in living attitudes. ei:eft 
and bold, and the decorating figures fhould have 
formed a correfponding groupe, which,, in every 
light, Ihould have flood the. teft of criticiiin, and 
given the fpeftator an entire fatisfa£lion ; a few more 
fteps, too,. fhould have been added to raife the foun•^ 
dation higher j a magnificent arch might have been 
thrown over all, and the boundary below fhould have 
been only a guide, and not. an incimibrancc to the 
profpeA, 

•'Yet 
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* Yet erroneous as the taftc of this fine monu- 
ment may be, it may be called excellent to that 
which prevailed fevcral years after in the reign of 
king James L as may be feen by die wretched things 
which were etc&ed at his command, to the memory 
of queen Elizabeth, and his tnother Mary queen of 
: Scotland. In thefe all the blunders that can be 
imagined are coUefted together, want of attitude 
and expreffion, harmony and proportion, beauty and 
decoration; nay, the very columns which fupport' 
the fuperftrufture are of different forts of marble ; 
and, to make the figures fplendid and natural, they 
are painted, and dreffed out to the life, as if they 
were juft retired from a drawing-room, and lai^ 
down there for a little repofe. 

But thefe whims feem to have been again out of re- 
pute in the xeign of his fon, as appears by the monu- 
ments of the dukes of Richmond and Buckingham. 
In thefe there are feveral fine figures in brafs, and 
fomething like meaning and defign; though, even 
then they had not learned to diftinguiih the principal 
charaders,and place them in fuch attitudes as fliouM 
command the fp^dtator^s firft and laft attention a^i 
regatd. > 

« Both thefe faults are entirely avoided by Ryf. 
brack, in the monument ereftcd in honour of the 
. late duke of Buckingham. , There the duke him- 
felf is the principal figure in the groupe, and though 
he is in a cumbei\t pofture, and his lady, in the mod 
beautiful, manner, fitting at his fcet, yet her^uige 
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is chiraaerized in fuch a manner as m\\y to be a 
gaide to his, and both.refled back a beauty on each 
other. The decorations are exceedingly pi Aarefque 
and elegant, the trophy at his head, die figure of 
• Time above, with the medals of his children, fill 
up all the fpace with fo great propriety, that as very 
little could be added, nothing can be (pared. In a 
word, I hate yet Teen no brnament that has pleafed 
me better, and very few fo well.' 

The fumptupus tomb of Henry VII. was made 
and finifliedby one Peter a painter of Florence, for 
which he received np more than loopl. for the whole 
metal and workmantbip. 

In. walking among the tombs, our author has 
locked around with tb^ eye of a man of tafte, and 
h^s judged thofe monixments bnly worthy of notice, 
which are calculated to charm by their inlierent per- 
fed:ions. And though our limits have not permit- 
'ted us toenlarge particulaily on every estcelkntper- 
formance which bas^^eeh added fmce bis time,, yet 
wp have endeavoured -to -attend to fiich as were the 
m^ftin^ded to fcgard upon the feme account, ^nt 
this church may be- confidered in«ndthjer view, as 
the venerable repofitory "of rich and intereftitig ma- 
terials for the hrftorian, the antiqusfry, or the herald. 
DilKn<aion is of right the claim of Virtue alone ; 
but'diftincftitm of birth is tiot to 'be defpifed as iui4n- 
citement to noWe aflions. The independent imnJ, 
while it levels all dHHndion betireen one mm and 
another^ which is trot fotmdti in truth} while, 
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taught by thefe laft exertions of gratitude or affec- 
tion. It looks down on the empty pageantry of life, 
vrill ftill preferve a refpe£t for the original patriotic 
motives which firft elevated the man of merit above 
the vulgar. But we nuift not think of entering into 
a field of fo ample an extent as the antiquities of 
the abbey. This plan is the moft perfeft exam pi ar 
of the heraldry of our anceftors of any in: the whole 
Britifli empire. 

In the cnclofed part of 'the abbey, we are particu- 
larly induced to deplore the devaRation which time 
and the band of violence has produced. The tomb 
of Edward the Confeflbr, conveys fcarce an idea of 
the grandeur and rtcfanefs of ornament it once pof- 
fefled. The monument of Henry III. has hardly 
enough of its curiou6 mo£uc work left to (hew its 
^former coflly appearatice. Henry the Vth^s fhrine is 
fiilling in pieces bythe peri(hablen«fs of its mate- 
rials. The e^penfive arrangements of the highcft 
pdi&ed and moft beautifully variegated marble aris 
cor¥oded and defeced by time, fo that it is with dif- 
ficulty feen what 9:he materials ase compofed of. 
Henry Vllth's chapel (hews more the traits of vio- 
lence than of decay. Of the many images wbic^ de*- 
corateddie (tails, no more than one remains to fhtW 
the ftjle in -which- they were done, and that one will 
probably be foon removed by the bribery of fomc 
antiquary who may 'fency it. The curious wood 
carvings under tke.fiBats have fuffered lefs than might 
ba¥e be^n expefted, but that is, perhaps, owing 

to 
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•to their being generally overlooked. And the 
fhrine itfelf of the founder has received all the in- | 
jury^ which the compa^nefs and ftrength' of the 
workmanihip would eafily admit of. i 

It is a fa<a not generally known, or at leaft, not 
generally attended to, that moft kinds of marble are 
foluble in acids, and many even in water. From 
.this caufe it is, that the water, which being con- 
denfed out of the air at certain feafons flows along 
the furface of the marble, foon deftroys its polifli, 
and not unfrequently eats cavities in its fubftance. 
And hence thefe monuments, which originally were 
the moft fplendid and curious, are at the fame time 
.the moft perifhablc 5 the durability of the feveral 
kinds of marble being remarkably difierent. It is a 
matter of fome furprize, upon cefledion, that the art 
of pottery has not been made ufe of in works whofe 
avowed intention is to laft for ages. Thefincft 
models of figures, bas reliefs, ornaments, &c. might 
be formed in clay, and receive from the furnace a 
degree of hardilefs capable of enduring to eternity. 
The ancients applied this^ art to purpofes of this na- 
ture, and we poflefs urns and encauftic paintings to 
,tbis day, which were fabricated, in all probability, 
earlier than the date of any authentic biftory* And 
if the moderns had done the fame, we ihould not at 
prefent, pore with anxiety over an alraoft obliterated 
Infcription, or defaced painting.. The prai^cabi- 
Uty of this, cannot be doubted by any one» who has 

- &ea 
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feen the elegant perfortnances of our Englifli artift 
Wedgwood. . . 

* I will conclude my remarks on the abbey, with 
feme brief refleSions on the ufe of fepulchral monu- 
ments in general, which will, at once, ferve to il- 
luftrate what has been faid on the tombs already 
erected, and likewife be of fome fervice to the fta- 
tuary in defigning thofe which may fucceed here- 
after. 

* However amiable fame may appear to the living, 
it is certainly no advantage to the dead. Whatever 
dangers they have dared, whatever toils they have 
undergone, whatever difficulties they have fur- 
mounted, the grave is deaf to the voice of applaufe,, 
and the duft of the noble and vulgar fleep in the 
fame obfcurity togethier. It is poffible, the confcious 
fpirit may have an idea of the honours that are paid 
to his aflies"; but it is much more probable, that the 
profpeft of this Imaginary glory, while he lived, 
among us, was all the pleafure it ever could afford^ 
him* 

« I make this obfervation, becaufe moft monu- 
ments are faid to be ercfted as an honour to the 
dead, and the living are fuppoied to be the leafti 
concerned in them. Whereas, on the contrar)^,, 
there are few but what were rather founded in com- 
pliment to the builder's vanity, than in refpe<Sl to 
the name they are infcribed with. One man's feme . 
is a&ade the foundation of another'^, in the lamt » 
^ . mannor 



Digitized by Google 



I42t TOUR THROUGH 

manner with the gentleman's, who ordered this (en- 
tence.to be made his epitaph : Here lies Sir PhHrp 
Sidney's friend. 

* Some there are that mention only the names of 
the perfons whofe duft they cover, and preferve a 
noble filence with regard to the hand that raifed 
them : bat even here the dead can receive no benefit 
from fuc* difintercfted affeftion ; but thelivinjg may 
profit much by fuch an example. Another thing 
that dlfpleafes me is, the manner of the infcriptions, 
which Trequently miftake the very^ defign of en- 
graving tliem, and as frequently give the lie to 
themfelves; To pore one's felf blind in gueffing 
out JEterna memorise facrum^ is a jeft^ that would 
make Heraclitus lati^ ; and yetmoft of them begin 
in that pompous tafte, wathout the leaft refleftion 
that brafs and marble cannot preferve themfelves 
from the tooth of time : and if men's aftions have 
not guarded their reputations, the proudeft monu- 
ment wouKl flatter in vain. 

* I do not fay thefe things becaufe I am an enemy 
to the cuftom ; fo far from it, no one can admire 
it more : Init whiat I intend is, to jrface every thing 
on its right principle, and recommend the propereft 
means for the confequence. It is certain there is 
not a nobler amufement in the world, than a walk 
in Weftminfter-abbey, among the tombs wof heroes, 
patriots, poets, and philofophers. Yoii are fur- 
rounded with the fliades of your great forefathers ; 

I you 
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you feel the. influence of their venerable fociety, and 
grow fond of fame and virtue in the contemplation. 
It is the fineft fchool of morality, and the moft 
beautiful flatterer of the imagination in nature. 

' I appeal to every man's mind, that has any 
tafte for what is fublime. and noble, for a witnefs to 
the pleafure he experiences on this-occafion j and, I 
dare belieye, he will acknowledge, that there is no * 
entertainment fo various^ or fo inftniKSive. For 
my own part, I have fpent many an hour of pleafmg 
melanchcdy in its venerable walks; and have been 
more delighted with the folemn converiation of the 
dead, than the moft fprightly £adlies of the living;. 
I have examined the characters that were infcHbed 
before. me, and diftinguiihed every particular virtui^. 
The monuments of real fame I have viewed with' 
real refped ; but die pgles that wanted a chara£ber to 
excufethem, Iconfidered as the- monuments of folly. 
I -have wandered with pkafure into the moft gloomy 
recefies of this laft refort of grandeur, to contemplate 
human life, and trace mankind throng all the wil- 
dernefs of their frailties and misfortunes, from their 
cradles to their grave. I have reflected on the 
fhortiijefs of our duration here, and that I was born 
one of the millions who had been employed in the 
fame manner, 'in ruminating on the trophies of 
mortality before me ; that I muft moulder to duft in 
the fame manner, and quit the fcene to a new genew. 
ration^ wi&out leading the ihadow of my exiftenco 

behind 
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behind me ; that this huge fabric, this facred repo- 
fitory of fame and grandeur^ would only be the ftagc 
for the fame performance; would receive new ac- 
ceflions of noble duft 5 would be adorned with other 
Sepulchres of coft and magnificence ; would be 
crowded with fuqceiBve admirers $ and, at laft, by 
the unavoidable decays of time, bury the whole col- 
lodion o£ antiquities in general obfcufity, and be 
the monument of its own ruins. 

' Yet, in fpite of thefe refle£Hons, this plain 
profped of general decay, I muft own, it is a great 
pieafure to me to fee a new ftatue added to the laft ; 
to fee another name of glory increafing the cata- 
logue : it is a tafte I am particularly fond of, and 
what I congratulate the prefent age for encour^iging 
fo much. I am always of the firft to furvey a new 
monument, to criticife on its beauties, and point 
oiit its defefts. I have fometimes the plealure of 
obferving a beauty, and often a fault, in our modern . 
artlfts; and fhould be glad to take, an occafioh of 
applauding the firft, and mending the laft, I would 
have all works of ornament perfcftly beautiful and 
elegant, or elfe they difappoint the very intent of 
their being. I would have all ftatuary, in a pecu- 
liar manner, excellent. A polite people are moft. 
diftinguiihed as fuch, by their building their ftatues, 
and their infcriptions ; and, I am forry to fay, we 
arc generally defe<9ive in all. There is one noble 
lord amongft us, indeed, who has taken great pains, 
♦ ' '' and 
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and been at vaft cxpence, in impraving our tafte in 
one .of thefe particulars ; but I clo not find fo emi- 
nent an example, has influenced many more to an 
emulation of what has done him fo much honour. 
In a word, fepulchral monuments fhould be always 
confidered as the laft public tribute which is paid to 
virtue ; as a proof of our regard for noble characters, 
and, moft particularly, as an excitement to others 
to emulate the grelt example. In a word, I can- 
not look upon that which is raifed over the aflies of 
Sir Ifaac Newton in any other light : his honours 
were all owing to his own merit j neither is it in 
the power of the fineft ftatue, or the fublimeft in- 
fcr4ption, to afFord him any additk>n. Had his re- 
mains refted without a name, like Shaftefbury or 
Naffau, it would have been a new reproach to an 
ungrateful people, but no injury to him. On the 
other hand, the utmofl magnificence of funeral 
honours would only be a credit to us, without doings 
him any fervice. Having lately obferved that this 
ftately maufoleum had made the entrance into the 
<^oir irregular, it was anfwered, that if we waited 
for an «qual name among the modems to make it 
uiiiform, it would hardly be fo to eternity j and if 
an inferior was to b^ ranged with him, it would be 
a difadvantage to both. It is moft certain, that 
there are few chaxai^ers ih^t approach any thing 
near to an equality ; ^nd the .many vain trials that 
hav€ been made for his epitaph, are the bigheft com- 
.1 H pliment 
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plimcnt to his defert : it is a proof that language 
was too weak to exprefs it, arid hyperbole itfelf too 
faint for the admiration that was due to his accom- 
plifliments/ 

Before we finifh our morning's tour, it will 
be Worth our attention to crofs Weftminfter- 
bridge. 

This bridge, built over the river Thanie§ from 
the city of Weftminffer to the oppofite fliore, is 
univerfally allowed to be one of the fineft in the 
world. It is neat and elegant, and pofTefles fuch 
fimplicity and grandeur, that whether viewed from 
the water, or by the paflengers who walk over it, it 
fills the mind with an -agreeable farprize. The 
femi-o<Sangular towers, of which thjiere are twenty- 
eight, twelve covered with half donl^es, and moft of 
them having feats, form the recefles 01 the foot -way j 
and over the center arch are pedeftals. The balui^ 
trade is very lofty and noble, and the manner of 
placing the lamps, which are fixteen on each fide, 
is beautiful and well contPived. 

It is forty-four- feet wide ; the foot way is feven 
feet broad oh each fide, raifed above the road, and 
paved with broad Moor ftones, while the fpace be- 
tween them will admit of three carriages, and two 
borfes, to go a-breaft.. 

Its extent from whurf to wharf is 1223 feet. 

Juft abiDve and below the abutment at each end, 

arc large and commodious flights of Moor ftone 

. * fteps. 
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ftepS) for the (hipping anJ landing of good$ and 
paflengers. 

It conftfts of fourteen piers. The length of every 
pier, from point to point, is about feventy feet j the 
ends againft either flream terminating with a faliant 
right angle. 

The two middle piers are each fcventeen feet 
wide at the fpringing ^of the arches, and contain 
3000 cubic feet, or near 200 tons, of folid ftone : 
the reft decreafe in breadth equally on each fide by 
one foot, fo that the next to the largeft is fixteen 
feet, and the laft twelve. 

Each of thefe piers are four feet wider at their 
foundation, than at the top; and are laid on a 
ftrong bod of timber, of the Tame (hape as the pier, 
about eighty feet, long, twenty-eight broad, and 
two thick. 

The depthis or heights of the piers are diffc* 
rent : none of their foundations are laid at a lefs 
depth than five feet under the bed of the river, and 
none at a greater depth than fourteen feet : this dif- 
ference is occafioned by the bed of gravel, on which 
all the foundations of the piers and abutments are 
laid, lying much lower, and being more difficult 
to come at, on the Surry fide than on the Weft- 
minfter.^ 

The piers are all built throughout of folid Port- 
land block-ftohes, none lefs than one ton, or 2000 
weight, unlefs here and there a fmaller, called a 
H 2 clofcr. 
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clofer, placed between four other larger ftones; 
but mtrft of them are two or three tons weight, and 
feveral of four or five tons. They are fet in, and 
^heir joints filled with, a cement called Dutch tarras ; 
^nd they are befides fattened together with iron 
cramps, run in with lead, which are fo placed that 
they can neither be feen, or be affedted by the 
•water. 

The calflbn on which the firft pier was funk, 
contained 1 5© loads of timber 5 for it is a precaution 
lafed, in moft heavy buildings, to lay their founda- 
tions on planks, or beds of timber, which (if found 
^hen laid, and always kept wet) will not only re- 
main found,, but grow harder by time, 
. The value of 40,000 L is computed to be always 
ufider water, in ftone and other materials. 

It has thirteen large, and two fmall femi-circular 
arches, that form being one of the ftrongeft, and the 
beft adapted for difpatch in building. They all 
fpring from about two feet above low- water mark ; 
which renders the bridge much ftronger than if the 
arches fprung from taller piers, 

* The middle arch is feventy-fix feet wide, and 
the others decreafe in width equally on each fide by 
four feet j fo that the two next are feventy-two feet 
wide, and the leaft twenty-five feet. The free 
water-way, under the arches of this bridge, is 870 
feet J which noble paffages, together with the gcn- 
denefs of the ftream, are the chief reafons wh^ no 

fenfible 
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fenfiblc fall of water can ever flop, br in theTeiift 
endanger the fmalleft boats. - - , 

It has been computed, that the quantity of ftone. 
contained in the middle arch, exclufive of the frieze^ 
cornice, and foot-ways, is full 500 tons. 

The foffiet of every arch is turned and built 
quite through, the fame as in the fronts, with large 
Portland blocks j over which is built (bonded^iti 
with the Portland) another arch of Purbeck ftone, 
four or five times thicker on the reins tlian over the 
key 'y fo calculated and built, that by the help of this 
fecohdary arch, together with the incumbent load of 
materials, all the parts of every arch are in equi* 
librio: fo that each arch can ftand fingle^ without 
affefling, or being afFeftcd by, wy of the other 
arches. « 

Between every two arches a drain i$ contrlyed 
to carry off the water and filth* Some bridges faave 
. been ruined for want of this precaution. 

The fize and difpofition of all the materials are. 
fuch, that there is no falfe bearing, or fo much as « 
falfe joint, in the whole bridge : fo that every part is 
fully and properly fupported ; and whatever ought 
to be of one ftone^ is not made of feveral fmalli 
ones. 

One of the piers funk in 1749, when the bridge 
was almoft complete, which damaged its arch fo 
much, that it was thought proper to pull it down 
and rebuild it. 

Hi The 
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The firft 'ftonc of this noble ftrufture was laid 
oh the 29th of January, 1738-9, by the earl of 
Pembroke ; and the laft was laid on the loth of 
November, 1750, by Thomas Lediard, Efqr ^o 
that the whole time employed in erecting it was 
eleven years and nine months. 

For defraying the expence, there was £. [ 

Granted by parliapieirt, 192,000 
Raifcd.by lottery, *— i97>50O 



389,50a 



The view from Weftminftef -bridge is very pleaf- 
ing, , and the ^venues which lead to it are dire£t, 
open, and fpacious. Lambeth has been confider* 
ably improved fmce its erection, though much re* 
mains yet to be done« . The remarkables here are 
iiew. Aftley's riding-fchool is^ on the right hand, at 
a fmall diftance from tlie bridge. A place at which 
there are public exhibitions of horfemanfliip, with 
tumbling, and other feats of activity. Farther on 
to the left is the Weflminfter Lying-in hofpital ; st 
neat building, which, in its conftitution, is more 
liberal than any other in this metropolis. For every 
other hofpital of this kind refufes admittance to the 
unfortunate, who have been feduced, and are not 
married ; but thisj under proper regulations, is caS- 
culated to alleviate the diftrefs of thofc, whofe mifery 
» is 
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h attended with the additional burthen of guilt and 
ielf-condemnation» 

Beyond the turnpike, at the entrance of St. 
George's, fields, is an hofpital for the reception and - 
education, of female orphans. It is called the Afy- 
lum, or.houfe of refuge, and was inftituted in 1758- 
The evils this charity is intended to prevent arc not 
chimerical, but founded on fads. It too often hap- 
pens, that by the death of the father, a moth«i; in- 
titled to no relief from any parifh, is left withfeveral 
helplefs children, to be fupplied from her in3uftry. 
Her refource for fubfiftence is ufually to fome low^ 
occupation,* fcarcely fufficient to afford bread and 
^cte&ing; and rarely the means of inf|ru6tion. What 
then muft. become of the daughters of fuch pr.rcnts> 
poor and illiterate as they are, ind thereby expofed 
to every temptation? Ncceflity may make them 
proftitutesy even before their paffions can have any 
fhare in their guilt. Among thefe unhappy obje<9» 
very agreeable features are frequently feen, difguifed 
amidft dirt and tags, and this ftill expofes them to 
greater hazards ; for thefe arc the girls which the 
vile procurefs feeks after ; ihe trepans them to her 
brothel, even while they are yet children, and fhe 
cleans and d«|ifes them up for proftitution. But 
what is ftill more dreadful, maternal duty and affec- 
tion have been fo thoroughly obliterated, that even 
mothers themfelves have been the feducers. They , 
have infnared their children to the houfe of the pro- 
H ij. curefs^ 
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curefs, and fhared with her the infamous gain of 
initiating their daughters in lewdnefs. Or, if this 
has not been the cafe^^they have too often been- 
prevailed on, for a trifling confiderationj to conceal 
and forgive the crime of the infamous bawd. 

This truly humane and charitable inftitution, of 
rcfcuing the young and innocent from impending 
deftruftion and ruin, is fupported by voluntary con- 
tributions, and is, at prefent, in a flourilhing ftate. 



MORNING 
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MORNING V. 

WE fliall begin the prefcnt day's tour at the 
north-end of Fleet-market, and walk from 
dience along Holborn, and Oxford^ftreet, to the 
upper end of Fark-lane i ftepping occailonally afide,. 
when any thing deferving attention ihalb attradl our 
notice. 

• St. Andrew's church, in Holborn, has the ad- 
vantage of a very good fituation^ but then it deferves 
it as little as any moderji church in the whole citj'. 
The tower is even below criticifm, but the infide 
of the building makes amends for the aukwardnefs 
of the out : and is really as neat, and well fuiifhed, 
as the manner and tafte it is formed in will allow.* 

From the foot of Holborn-hill to Dean-ftreet, 
Red-lion-fquare, the ftreet of Holborn is of a great 
width, and almoft entirely ftrait ; and if the houfes 
were at all regular, it would be one of the noblcft 
ftreets in Europe. The diftance between thefe ex- 
tremities is more thap half a mile. At about the 
middle diftance ftands a capital blemifh to the v/holc, 
namely, the pile of houfes ^which contain the paflage 
called Middle-row. As thefe houfes are in them- 
felves contemptible, and inhabitccl enly by tke 
H 5 manner 
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meaner clafs of tradefinen, we are not without hope 
that parliament wiU, fome time or other, remove 
this nuifance. 

On the right hand of Holborn-hill is a regular 
and open ftrect, lately built on the fcitc of Ely- 
houfe. 

The next ftreet on the fame fide, that is to (ay, 
Hattbn-ftreet, is very long, ftrait, and fpacious. 
The houfes are tolerably regular, but have no claim 
to any notice confidered individually. 

Higher up, on the fame fide, is Furnival's-inn, 
which is one of the inns of Chancery. The front 
next the ftreet is an old brick building, and is no 
inconfiderable ornament to the place* The arch in 
the center leads into a fpacious court, behind which 
is a pleafant fmall garden. 

Nearly oppofite to this, on the other fide of the 
way, is StapleVinn, another of the inns of Chan* 
eery. It confifts of twQ fquare courts enclofed 
by buildings, which are lofty, and in tolerable good 
condition. 

The chief entrance into Gray*s-inn is through 
an arch on the north fideof Holborn, a little beyond 
Middle-row. This i^ one gf the four inns of court, 
and is inhabited by« barrifters and ftudents in the 
law, as alfo by private gentlemen, who may chufe 
chambers in preference to common lodgings. It 
confifts of feveral well-built and fpacious courts j 
but its chief ornament is the garden, the benefit of 

, which 
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which is enjoyed by the public, every perfon de- 
cently drefled being allowed the recreation of walk- 
ing in it eyery day. 'This garden confifts of gravel 
walks between viftas of trees, of grafs-plats, agreed- 
able flopes, and a ter|:ace, with a portico at each 
end. This terrace is afcended by a. handfomc flight 
of fteps. Formerly there was a fummer-houfc> 
erefted by the great Sir Francis Bacon, upon a 
fmall mount. It was ope^n on all (ides, and the 
roof fupported by flender pillars. But the uninter- 
rupted profpedt of the neighbouring fields, which 
extended as far as the hills of Highgate and Hamp^ 
ftead, has been obftrufted by the building? fmce 
crefted to the northward. In confe<juencc of which, 
the focicty have levelled the fummer-howfe and. 
mount, and cut down many of the trees,' to render 
the gardens mpre airy and open. 

' Bedford- row is one of the moft noble ftreets 
London has to boaft of, and yet there is not one 
-houfe in it which deferves the leaft attention. Even 
that fide of the way which is next the gardens, is re- 
markable for nothing but its regularity ; the build- 
ings thenifelves being void of all fymmetry and pro- 
portion, and in a taflc altogether Gothic and cltjm- 
fy. But after all, we caniwt but admire the gran- 
deur and length of the whole/ 

The hofpital for expofed and dcferted children, 

commonly called the Foundling-hofpital, is fitjUated. 

in the fields near the north end of Lamb's Conduit- 

ftreet. It is a plain, fpacious, and regular brick 

H 6 building,. 
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buildiiig, confifting of a center ai»l two wings, and 
has a much better general eSkSt than many ftrufhires 
jwhich arc more ornaiaented. The dtablifhment of 
Ais hofpital was,for fome ycars,impeded by the back- 
wardnefs of iucb people as thought it would tend 
to encourage licentioufnefs; but the affiduity of Mr. 
Coram^ a commander in the merchants fervice^ 
who devoted the remainder of his life to this, pur^ 
p^fe, procured a charter to be granted iit 1739; 
£lhce which time it has'been much encouraged, and 
-»t prefent they receive by ballot generally ten chil- 
dren in a month. ' Nonir are admitted who exceed 
it% age of two months^ and by changing didbr 
name and habit, it is made impoffibfe for tlicr 
parents to recover or recognize Aem, but by th» 
pemtiffion and communication of" the governors, 
who will reftore them upon petition, after receiv'* 
ing 6iftcient proofs of the right of the parent;, 
who is previoufly required to make fuch a pecu^ 
iiiary compenfation to the hofpital, as may be judged 
adequate confiftently with his or her circumftances, 
and alfo to find fecurity that it fliall not be agaia 
left dcftitute and without prpvifi<m» 

The influence which hoi^itals have on the man^ 
ners and conduft of a peopld^ has never been di- ' 
reftly and immediately examined into. The fub- 
jeft id generally confidered in a favourable light, and 
the fuperficial enquirer naturally concludes, that if 
it be laudable to relieve and fupport a fellow-crea- 
ture, it muft be pauch more fo to affift a greater 

numbeir* 
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number. But the man of penetration will not ht 
fo eafily fatisfied, when he confiders the efFe£ks of li» 
berality, either to an individual or a number of peo* 
pie. Our own feelings may deceive us, and wc 
may fuppofe want and wretchednefs.to exift, whilf 
the objeft of our^pity, being a ftranger to what wc 
call affluence and eaiie, may not even fufped, ths^ 
he has a xight to repine. In fuch a cafe, if we adr 
minifter a temporary fupply to thofe wants we imar^ 
gtne him to feel, we in reality do him an injury, by 
depriving him of that contentment which it is ne^- 
ceflary for the good of fociety that every one fhould 
enjoy in his ftation, however degraded a^ong the va- 
rious ranks of which it is compofed. It muft be con^ 
fe&d> however,, diat almoft all our charitable inftl- 
tutions are of the rational kind, and teiidnot fo much 
to fupport the individual, as to enable him to fupport 
himfelf. To give health to the poor man is giving 
him, and perhaps a numerous family, the means of fubr 
iiftence. To reftore the wretched proftitute to the 
arms of that fociety from which ibe had long been 
efteemed an outcatt, is an exertion of benevoleitce 
whofe value can be truly efteemed only by her who 
enjoys it ; though a parent may form fpme idea of 
" its confequence by reflcfting, that many of thofe 
unhappy and defpifed females once formed the dar- 
ling hope of parental fondnefe, before the power of 
fedu£tion had led them to infamy and diihonour. 
The aged and infirm^ who have paiTed through the 
toils of lifc> and are arrived near the clofe of it with- 
out 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



158 Tour through 

out fuccefs in their purfuits, have a right to that 
pittance which wealth and induftry may fpare, to 
proteA them from poverty and diftrefs. If ever the 
weak and defencelefs (ex are intitled to tendernefs 
and affiftance from mankind, then furely their claim 
is undoubted, when the feafon of approaching dan-> 
get calls for every help which kindnefs and hurna* 
nity can beftow; nothing, therefore, can be more 
worthy of approbation, or confiftent with the good 
of the community, than thofe inftitutions which af- 
ford relief to the child-bearing. poor. And among 
fuch a variety of exertions of the divine principle of 
benevolence, fhall the feeble cries of the deferted 
anA expofed in&nt be unheard ? A helplefs little be^ 
ing, born to mifery, and expofed to the inclement 
night, by the horrid cruelty of that mother to whom 
its wants ought to plead for every attention and 
care! Every tie of nature, every generous, every 
amiable emotion of the heart forbid it ! 

Thefe are the thoughts of the glowing mind that 
feels for the woe of others, that fympathizcs with 
their grief and relieves it. But it is demanded on 
the other hand, whether the mother would expofe 
and defert her infant if fhe imagined it would perilh^ 
Nay, rather is it not the certainty of its being pro- 
vided for, which has induced her ^o the a£tion ? And 
if fo, it may be afked, whether an inftitution which 
deprives many infants of that paternal care and even 
fondnefs, which a few months would have produced, 
smd which deprives parents of one of the ftrongcft of all 

induce- 

DigitizedbyCjOOQlC 



X O N D O N. 1S9 

inducements to fobriety^ frugality, and induftry, by 
tempting them to part with their children, can be 
called a public benefit i If it be replied, that the 
'tendernefs which is natural in parents towards their 
offspring, will prevent the evil from being of any 
importance, the anfwer will confift in referring to 
the French Etrennesy in which it appears, that the 
number of births yearly in Paris is about 19,000, 
of which more than 6000 arc enfaHS trouvtesy or 
children found in the ftreets^ that is to fay, near one 
third of the whole ! 

* Ormond-ftrect is a place of pleafurc, and 
that fide of it next the fields is, beyond queftion, one 
of the moft charming lituations about town. 

* Queen*s-fquare is an area of a peculiar kind, 
being left open on one fide, for the fake of t^e beau- 
tiful landfcape, which is formed by the hills of 
Highgate and Hampftead, together with the adja- 
cent fields ; a delicacy which deferves fome appro- 
bation, both as it is an advantage to the inhabitants, 
and a beauty even with regard to the fquare itfelf.' 

Red-lion-fquare has, perhaps, the leaft of mag- • 
nificence of any in town ; neither is there any difplay 
of tafte in the inclofed area. . An anonymous writer 
obferves, that it is calculated to infpire funereal 
ideas. • I am fiire,* fays he, « I never go into it 
without thinking of my latter end. The rou^h- fod 
that heaves in many a mouldering heap, the dreary 
length of the fides, with the four watch-houfes like 
fo many fiimily-vaults at the corners, and the nak^ 
5 c»belilk 
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obeli(k that, fprings from amidft the rank grafs, li£e 
the fad monument of a widow for the lofs of l^ti 
firft hufband, form all together a memento more 
powerful to me than a death's-head and crofs 
marrow-bones : and were but the parfpn's bull to 
be feen bellowing at the gate, the idea of a country 
church-yard would be compleat.' 

' Southampton-row is a range of buildings, which 
feems to have been built only for. the fake of the 
pro(jpe<5l before it ^ and for &ich who prefer no con^- 
venienjcy to thaty no fituation caa be more happy; 
but, for my own part, I (hould be uneafy in refiding 
there for- want of (helter from the wind in winter, 
. and the fuo in fummer.' 

Bloomfbury-fquaxe is neat and elegant,^ but« like- 
moft others in town, irregular* The houf^s, in. 
general, are above the ftyle of a common ftreet,, 
except at the fouth lide, which is diigraced with 
fome that may even be called' mean. 

* The ground on which the duke of Bedford's 
houie now (lands, is, beyond all difpute, of the^ 
fineft fituation i^i Europe for a palace ; and I am 
not a little grieved to fee it fo wretchedly mif- 
employed* In the firft place, it has one whole fide 
of a fquare for a front, and the fquare itfelf would 
ferve as a magnificent area before it. Then there is 
a grand ftreet juft oppofite to it, which throws the 
profpe£t of it open to Holborn^ and muft excite the 
curioftty of every pailenger to regard it and admire 
k. Then behind it has the advaataj^^ of moft 

agree- 
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agreeable gardens, and a view of the Country, 
which would make a retreat from town almoft un-^ 
neceflary : befides the opportunity of exhibiting 
another profpeft of the building, which would enrich 
the landfcape, and challenge new approbation/ 

Our author has not pointed out his reafons for 
difapproving Bedford-houfe ; and, we confefe, that 
we are not ready to difcover them. To us it appears 
worthy of its excellent fituation, and of its archite£k 
Inigq Jones. Its principal fault feems to be a want 
of fufficient elevation and variety ; but, on the 
whole? it has a gay and chearful appearance, which 
the lowneis of the fcreen tends not a little to im- 
prove. 

* It will be impofiible to pafe by the church oi 
St. George's, Bloomfbury, without giving it a very 
particubr furvey. It is built aU of ftone,* is adorned 
with a pompous portico, can boaft many other de-» 
corations, has been ftinted in no expence ; and 
yet^ .Qpon the whole, is ridiculous and abfurd evea 
to a proverb. The reafon is this — ^the builder mif* 
took whim for genius, and ornament for tafte. He 
erred fo much, that the very portico docs not feem 
to be in the middle of the church; and as to the 
fteeple, it is ftuck on like a wen to the reft rfthe 
building. Then the execrable conceit of fittin|; 
up the king on the top of it, excites nothing but 
laughter in the ignoraht, and contempt in die judge. 
In fhort, it is ar lafting refleftion oli the fame of the 

archite£^ 
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architcft, and the underftanding of thofe who em- 
ployed him. 

• Mon^aguc-houfe, now the Mufeum, was long, 
but ridic^loufly, efteemed -one of the moft beautiful 
buildings about town. I muft own it is grand and 
cxpcnfive, will admit of very hoble ranges of apart- 
ments within, and fully anfwers all the dignity of a 
BritiDi nobleman of the firft rank : but after I have 
allowed this, I muft add^ that the entrance int9 the ' 
court-yard is mean and Gothic, more like the portal 
of a monaftery thaa the gate of a palace ; and the 
cupola over it, is e\ren ft31 more contemptible ^nd 
abfurd, I am ready to confcfe the. area fpacious and 
grand, the colonnade to the wings graceful and har- 
monious j but then the wings themfelves are no 
way equal to it, and the body of the houfe has no 
other recommendation than merely its bulk, amj 
the quantity of fpace it fills. It is my opinion, that 
the height is not adequate to the length, and diat the 
roof and garrets are both a load to the fabric, and 
abfurd in themfelves; that the windows are too 
large and numerous ; that decorations are wanting; 
and that the whole front is defe£Hve, both in beautj 
and variety.* 

Sir Hans Sloane, Bart, may be jtiftly termed the 
founder of the Britiih Mtifeum ; for its being efta- 
blifhed by parlian&nt, was only in coofequence of 
his leaving, by will, his noble colleftion of natural 
hiftory, his large library, and his numerous curio- 
fities, which coft him 50,000 1, to the ufe of the 

^ublic^ 
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public, on condition that the parliament would pay 
2O9O06I. to his executors. And, indeed, this dif« 
pofition of Sir Hans was extremely well calculated 
to anfwer his generous dcflgn ; for had he given the 
whole to the public, without any payment at all, it 
could have been of little ufe, without the affiftance 
of parliament, to fettle a fund for the fupport of 
officers, &c. 

S.ir Hans appointed a number of truftees, on 
whofe application to parliament an ad was pafled 
for raifing 300,0001. by way of lottery; 200,000 1. 
diereof to be fliared among the adventurers, 20,000!. 
to be paid to Sir Hans Sloane's executors, loyoool. 
to purchafe lord Oxford's manufcripts, 30,0001. to 
be veftcd in the funds for fupplying falaries for 
officers, and other neceflary expences, and the re- 
fidue for providing a general repofitory. In this z£k 
it is alfo ordered, that Sir Hans Sloane's coWe&ionf 
the Cottonian library, the Harleian manufcripts^ 
tod a colledion of books given by the late major 
Edwards, ihould be placed together in the general 
repofitory, which was to be called the Britilh Mu- 
feum* 7,000 1. left by the laid major Edward?^ 
after the deceafe of Elizabeth Mills, are alfo given 
to the Britiih Mufeum, for the purchafmg of manu« 
fcriptt, books, medals, and other curiofities. Ixi 
the year 1772, parliament purchafed Sir William 
Hamilton's large colleftioa of Greek, Roman^, and 
£trufcan antiquities, and placed them here. 

^ ^ It 
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It happened very fortunately foon after that, while 
the truftecs were at a lofs where to purchafe or build 
a proper repofitory, an offer was made them of 
Montague-houfe, in Great Ruflel-ftreetr This 
they purchafed for the fum of io,oool. repairs, al- 
terations, book->cafes, cabinets, and all other con* 
veniencies for placing the whole coUedion properly, 
and the making apartments for the officers, have 
coft 15,0001. more. And every part is now fo ex- 
cellently contrived for holding this noble collefiion^ 
and the difpofition of it, in the feveral rooms, is fo 
orderly and well de/igned, that the Britiih Mufeunx 
inay be juftly efteemed an honour and ornament to 
the .nation. To this colle<ftion his Majcfty has been 
pleafed to add the royal library of books, colle£ted 
by the feveral kings of England. 

The Sloanian collection confifts^ of an amaaJng 
number of curiofities,. among which are. 

The library, inch«ding books of drawings, ntanu-' 
fcripts, and prints, amounting to^ot vols. 50,09^ 
Medals and coins,. — ^ . — 23,000 



Cameos and intaglios, — ^— * 


700 


3eals, _ _ - 


268 


Veflels, 2cc. of agate, jafper, &c. — 


S4i 


Antiquities, — -^ — . 


II2S 


Precious ftones, agates, jafpers, &c. — 


2256 


Metals, minerals, ores, kc. — • 


2725 


Cryftals, fpars, &c. — . — 


1864 


Foflils, flints, ftooes» ' «-^ ^r- 


127s 


£axths» fiuids^,, falt» ^^ ~ 


1035 



Bituoiens^ 
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Bitumens, fulphurs, ambers, &c. — 399 

Talcs, micae, &c. — -— 388 

Corals, fpunges,-&c. — — 1421 

Teftacea, or Ciells, &c. — — ' 5845 

Echini, echinitje, &c. — ' — 659 

Afteriae, trochi, entrochi, &c. — 241 

Cruftacae, crabs, lobfters, &c. — 363 

Stellae marinae, ftar fiflies, &c. — 173 

Fifties and their parts, — — ^SSS 

Birds and their parts, eggs, nefts, &c. 1 172 

Quadrupeds, &c. — — 1886 

Vipers, ferpents, &c. *- — • 521 

InfeSs, &c. , *- — —^ 5433 

Vegetables, — — — > 12,506 

Hortus iiccus, or volumes of dried plants, 334- 

Humana) as calculi, anatomical preparations,&c« 756 
Mifcellaneous things" natural, — 2098 

Mathematical inftruments — 55 

A catalogue of all the above is written in 38 vo- 
lumes in folio, and eight in quarto. 

As this noble coUeftion of curiofities, and thefe 
excellent libraries, are now chiefly defigned for the 
ufe of learned and ftudious men, both natives and 
foreigners in their refearches into the feveral parts 
of knowledge, the truftees have thought fit to or- 
dain feveral ftatutes, or regulations, re<pe6iiftg the 
ufe of the Mufcum. 

By thefe ftatutes it is ordered, that the Mufeutfi 
be kept open every day in the week, Saturdays anil 
Sundays excepted 3 and likewife except ChriftmsK^ 

day 
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day and one week after ; one week after Eafter-da^ 
and Whit- Sunday refpcftively; Good-Friday, and 
fuch days as fhall hereafter be appointed for thankf- 
givings and iafts by public authority. 

The method of obtaining a view of the Mufeum 
is by leaving a writing with the porter, containing 
the name, condition, and place of abode of the per- 
fons defirous of being admitted; and upon a fecond 
application, tickets are delivered, intitling them to 
fee the Mufeum on a particular day and hour there- 
in fignified. The limited time for remaining in 
any one apartment is one hour, but the companies 
ufually pafs through the whole range in lefs than two 
hours. No officer or fervant is permitted to receive 
any fee or reward for his attendance on the vifitors ; 
and any perfon who is defirous of repeatedly view- 
ing the Mufeum, may apply for tickets as often as 
he pleafes ; which will be iflued in fuch a manner, 
that the fame perfon fhall not at any time be in pof- 
fefSon of tickets for more days than one< 

Studious perfons, who wifh to have accefs to the 
libraries, may, by application to the committee^ 
obtain an order for that purpofe, which will be in 
force for half a year, and may be renewed by afrefli 
;^plication. A room is appointed for the ufe of 
fuch fludents or readers, in which they may fit and 
read or write during the whole tim« the Mufeum is 
kept open. Any book is delivered to them by the 
proper officer, on their giving notice in writing the 
day before, from which they may take extradb; but 

the 
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tlie greater part, or whole of any manufcript is not 
allowed to be copied without leave of the committee. 

Bedford-fquare is a proof of the improvement of pur 
tafte. It is without exception the moft pcrfe£l fquare 
in town. The regularity and fymmetry of the fides, 
each of which is adorned with a central building 
faced with ftone and enriched with pilafters and a 
pediment, the great breadth of the pavements, and 
the neatnefs of the iron-rails, which endows an 
oval grafs-plat, environed by a gravel-walk, render 
it fuperior in every thing but magnitude to any fquare 
in Europe, 

From hence we pafs to the fouth into Broad St. 
Giles's, a ftreet which, from the ruinous ftate of 
many of its buildings, we may hope fhortly to fee 
rebuilt in a more regular and confiftent manner. 

* The church at St. Giles's is one of the moft 
fimple.and elegant of the< modern ftrudlures. It 
was raifed at a very little expence, has very few or- 
naments, and lititle befidc the propriety of its parts, 
and the haVmony of the whole, to excite attention 
and challenge applaufe; yet ft ill itplcafes, and juftly 
too. The eift end is both plain and majeftick, and 
there is nothing in the wfett to objeft to but the 
fmallnefs of the doors, and the poverty of appearance 
that muft neceflarily follow. The fteeple is light, 
airy, and genteel, argues a good deal of genius in 
the architect, and looks very well both in compari- 
fon with the body of the church, and when it is con- 
(idered ad a building by itfelf, in a diftant profpe<%. 

Yet, 
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Yet, after all I have confefled in favour of this edi- 
fice, I cannot help again arguing againft the fuper- 
ftition of fituating churches due eaft and weft ; for 
in complaifance to this folly, the building before us 
has loft a great advantage it might have othcrwilc 
enjoyed j I mean the making the eaft end the front, 
and placing it in fuch a manner as to have ended the 
vifta of what is called Broad Sf. Giles^ ; whereas, 
now it is no where to be feen with eafe to the eye, 
fo as juftly to comprehend the fymmetry and con- 
nexion of the whole.* 

The. bas relief of the refurreftion, which is over 
the nordi gate of the churth-yard, is a remarkably 
bold and chara<S^erlftic piece of carving, and is in good 
prefervation. This laft circumftance is, perhaps, 
owing to the narrownefs and hurry of the ftreet, 
which prevents its being taken notice of. But the 
fubjcft is unhappy even for a painter, and much 
more for a fculptor, as it is impoflible for the moft 
creative fancy to imagine the fmall number in this 
|)iece can reprefent the *' multitude of all nations 
gathered from all the corners of the earth." The 
itbces fcem to want variety. 

Turning to the right from St. Giles's church 
-through a ftreet of fcandaloufly mean and irregular 
old buildings, we arrive at the end of Oxford-ftrcet. 
"For length, breadth, and ftraitnefs Oxford-ftreet is 
the firft ftreet in the world. It is upwards of 2000 
■yards long, every where of great breadth, and al- 
moft perfe6fly level. Its ftraitnefs is feen to very 

great 
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great advantage at night, by tbe prodigious numfeer 
of fine cryftal lamps, which projeft at equal dif- 
tances on each fide of the whole length. But we 
regret very much, that the buildings which compofe 
it are entirely of the fecond and lower rates ; and as 
moft of them 'are 6f late ereftion, there is little rea- 
fon to expeft that this ftreet will poffefs any unifor- 
mity of flrufture for a century to come. - 

Soho-fquare has no pretenfions to elegance or 
grandeur, but that of being a fquare. ' The build- 
ings which furround it have very little of fymmetry or 
order ; the area within is toofmall, and the avenues 
to the eaft artd weft are very indifferent. 

Though the limits of our plan have ndt allowed 
us to attend to the various manufaftures which are 
either made or exhibited in this great metropolis, yet 
the man of tafte will eafily overlook and even thank 
us for the irregularity of introducing him into the 
exhibition rooms of the well known Wedgwood, in 
Greek-ftreet. The Briton and' the patriot will be 
charmed with this brilliant difplay of the fkill of that 
philofopher, who, by a rational fearch into the na- 
ture of clays anid earths, has rendered the Englifli 
pottery fo very fuperior to that of other nations, 
that the manufaSures of the French and Dutch are 
remembered no more, and the wants of all Eu- 
rope are fupplied by a prodigious esppgrt from this 
kingdom. And while the politician is attentive to 
the najional wealth arifmg from this produce of la-» 
bour and induftry, the connoiffeur will be delighted 
I at 
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9t finding fuch ^a number of deflderata in thefe apart* 
ments. A prodigious colle<3dba of impreffions from 
antique cameos and intaglios, bas reliefs, medallions, 
portraits, figures, vafes, and encauftic paintings in 
^very variety of (hade and colour, are here exhibit- 
ed for fale,compofed of unperi&able materials, which 
are- not fufceptiblc of injury from the keennefs of 
any tool, or the ftill greater keennefs 6f chemical 
folvents. It is not yet known to what numerous 
valuable purpofes thefe materials may be applied. 
We'obferved three forts j- namely, a black fubftance 
. of which the feals and vafes are chiefly compoied, 
which is not diftinguiihable from the black bafaltes 
or touch-ftoiie ; a red or brown fubftance fimilar to 
the matter of the ancient Etrufcan vafes, but more 
ponderous and hard ; and a white fubftance, which 
in purity of colour, compaSnefs and indeftrudlibi- 
lity, is infinitely preferable to any fpecies of marble 
»or ftone yet made ufe of. 

The newly-ere<93ed ftreets on the north-fide of 
Oxford-ftreet are fo remarkable for length, ftrait- 
nefs, and the uniform neatnefs of their buildings, 
that, in any other part of the world, we (hould be . 
tempted to fpeak largely in their praife ; but the 
whole of this part* of the town is fuch, that thefe 
vperfedions are not to be efteemed rarities. The 
prefent ta:fte is not, indeed, much engaged ^n works 
of magnificence, yet we muft allow^ that the con- 
venient fimplicity which prevails .every where, is 
3 attended 
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attended .with a confideraUe fhare of effed in d ge- 
neral view. 

Much tafte and invention is difplayed in the build- 
ing' called the PanAeon. Its exterior has nothing 
to demand our attention ; on the contrary, the en- 
trance fronj Okford-ftrect may be juftly efteemed a 
•deformity in itfelf, and an incumbrance to the ftreet, 
_But the infide is adorned with every embdlifliment 
that modern luxury can wifh for. The principal 
room is truly magnificent : it is lighted by a cen- 
trical dome of x^onfiderable magnitude; the galleries 
are fupported by columns formed of a new-difcovercd 
compofttion, which rivals the fineft marble in co- 
lour and hardnefs. The roof is -fupported by an 
upper range of them. The ftated diverfions of this 
jdace is a concert once a fortnight, with a ball after 
it ; to which any one is admitted, who purchafes the 
tickets necefCiry for that purpofe. JMafquerades arc 
alfo occafionally held here, when the building is 
finely illammated, and lias been allowed to exhibit 
a more fplendid fcene of this kind than is^ perhaps^ 
to be beheld in any other country. 

The ftreets v^4iich lead from Oxford-road to Ca- • 

vendiQi and Hanover-fquares, prefent a view which 

does honour to the capital. .On the right hand 

appears the area of Cavendifli-fquare, terminated on 

the fartiier fide by two elegant and perfeftly fimilar 

^ftoncjnanfions; and, on the left, the ftreet gently 

. defcends into Hanover-lquare. In this profpeft, 

, * the fides of the fquare, the area in the middle, tlie 

la breaks 
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breaks of the buildings, that form the entrance of the 
vifta, the vifta itfelf, but, above all, the beautiful 
projefiion of -the portico of St. George's church, 
are all circuxnftances that imite in beauty, and 
coake the fcene perftSk, 

' If any thing is wanting, it is a-graced buil4ii>g * 
at the end of the vifta ; and the chapel, which now" 
ft^nds there, afFdrded a handfome opportunity even 
for adding this too, if the undertakers had had tafte 
or generofity enough to make the beft ufe of it.* 

Cavendifli-fquare has no reafon to boaft of the 
order, or uniformity of the build>ngs, of which it is 
compofed. The two houfes on the north-fide, - 
though beautiful, when fingly confidered, appear' 
exceedingly deficient, when we attempt to guefs at 
the intention of the builder. Their exaft refem* 
blance tempts the beholder to conclude, that they 
were meant as parts of fomc ftruSure hereafter to 
be raifed ; and yet every czrcumftance about them 
fhews, that they can never, with the leaft propriety, 
be made part of any regular or ftately edifice<i 

' The houfe of the late lord Bingley, on the weft 
fide of the fquare, is one of the moft fingular pieces 
of architefture about town. In my opinion, it is 
rather like a convent than the refidence of a nuin of, 
quality, and feems more a copy of fome of the 
Pouffin's landfcape ornaments, than a defign to imi- 
tate any of the genuine beauties of building. I may 
be miftaken, perhaps, in my opinion, and what I 
cfteem Gothic, heavy, and fantaftick, may really 
I , .^ be 
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be harmonious, light, and elegant : fo I leave die 
determination of it to better judges/ 

All the r<}uares in London, at prefent, have their 
areas inclofed by neat iron railing. We cannot, 
therefore, .mention this circumftance as a matter of 
merit in Cavendifh-fquare, though a few years ago 
it might have been noticed as fuch. A gilt ftatue 
of William, late duke of Cumbel^land, was ereSed 
here in 1770. Of this we cannot give a better ac- 
4:ount, than by quoting a fpirited little * pamphlet, 
to which we have already had recourf^ more than 
once. * The ftatue is the gift of private friendlhip, 
and as the iiifcription takes ^are to inform us, to 
prevent miftakes, is an equeftrian ftatue. An 
officer, in the exa£l modern uniform of the guards, 
is mounted on- an antique horfe, all very richly gilt 
And burniftied. The figure, both in features and 
proportions, is extremely like the original ; and fo, 
I^m told, is the hat. The general encomium be* 
ftowed upon it is, that it is mighty natural y but, ia 
my opinion, the refemblance would be much ftronger, 
were it, in place of being gilt, to be painted in 
proper colours ^ the coat fcarlet, the facings blue, 
«nd the lace to remain as it is. This would not 
only make it more natural, but alfo render it of uie 
as a pattern fuit for the regimental taylors.* 

Portland-place is by much the nobleft ftreet ia 
London, as far as it extends. We are forry the 

* Critical Obfervations on the Buildings and Improvements of 
Londoa. Pnnted for Dodiley» ]>adon, 1771. 

I 3 > tw* 
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two principal center edifices, which a» oppo&tt 
each other, are not pcrfeijtty alike; and the mean 
;bi:ick wail, at the fouth end, is pecidiaFl]f (^cnfive. 

Th? new unfiniffaed fquare, at the north end of 
Duke-ftreet, called Manchefter-fqi^are, is too fmall 
to promife any confiderable addition to the magnir 
ficencc ot the capital. The buildings already erected 
have nothing but regularity to recommend them* 
The houfe of the duke of Manchefler, as we are 
informed, is a ftru£iure in favour of which very 
little can be faid. It is too fmall and trifling for a 
detached and infulated building, and feems hefides 
to be> the compofition of whim and caprice. It is 
crnamenCed, without producing any effeft cither at 
a near or diftant view. The fituation is wordiy of 
great praife ; but inftead of termimatrng the vifta of 
Duke-.ftreet to the &tlsia£His>n of the beihdidfi:, une 
sune di^Jea&d at the narrowneis t:if the flreet, which 
cats off part of the building, ^and k»ire6 a center 
Aot worth ioddng at» Thsfe ill eSedb' wfuild h»% 
heen obviated iby a mosR judicia£i& compofiiiacm. If 
a fingle order t£ colvmBS bad. fpmng ftom a bafe«> 
xnent fiory^ with an attic abov^e, and tbe center 
crowned with a pediment, we fiioald have ovciv 
looked the petitenefs of ihe psbce, wUle wt al«ended 
to the effeft 5 the center ^©uld haiise been of a |»rttpcr 
breadth for the firedt it fncmts, and 'the bokfaiefe ind 
fioaplicity of.it$ parts- would have been ^)erce(ved anl 
admired^ from the moft diftant point of view, as 
well as the neareft* . v : 

* ' - * Portmin- 
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Pdrtman-fquare is a magnrficerit area, and Is, by 
^ftimation, the largeft m town, except Lincoln*s- 
TnA-FieWs. The fouth range of hbufes forms a 
pile which, by its extent, magnitude and fymmetry, - 
produces a ftriking cffe<9:. The eaft and weft ranges 
are regular, and perfe£Uy alike.^ We ard incline3« 
to regret, that magnificence has not been joined to 
convenience and fimplicity in the exterior of thefe 
large edifices j but when we look at the north fide 
of this fquare,. we -would willingly quit all our plea- 
ling ideas of grandeur, if we might be indulged with* 
the view of order and arrangement. The weft end- 
of the north range of building was began upon 3, 
plan exaftly correfpondent with the oppofite fouth' 
pile, but at the eaftern part we have the mortifica- 
tion to obferve, that feveral houfes have been built,> 
which, however tolerable, or even elegant in them*^' 
•felveSj, are a difgrace to the fquare, and to the tafle' 
and judgment of the builders. What pity it is, that 
the ground landlord did not confine his tenants to 
build according to an uniform plan! Or if fyih- 
'Hietry, magnificence, and public order^be objeds 
of no value, why does he not let out the area in the ■ 
center to every one who has ^noney to build a houfe, 
or a dog-kennel? The houfes which appear in the 
north- weft angle have a bad efFeft on the fquare,- 
however advan^geous^ the view may be to the inha- 
bitants. 

At this extremity of the town, not far from Ox- 
ford- road,, is : tie place of public- execution, called' 
I 4. Tyburn,* 
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Tyburn, from a village of that name formerly 
fituated here,; but now fwallowed up by the pro- 
digious increafe of buildings. The gallows is 
not fixed here, but is ere£lcd temporarily for 
every particular day of execution^ and ai^rwards 
removed. 



I ■ 
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IN the prefent yralk we propofe to furvey the re^ 
maining part of the town. This talk we fhalE 
perform, by making a tour from the Haymarket along 
Pall Mall, through the parks, and we fhall retiiri* 
' through the fquares which lie to the foudi of Oxford* 
ilreet. 

The length and breadtb of the Haymarket, and 
the pleafmg declivity of the ground, give it a degree 
of confequence^ which the infignlficance of its^ 
buildings cannot entirely deftroy. The Opera- 
houfe,, built under the dire<9:ion ©f Vanbrugh, pre- 
fents an execrable front to th^ ftreet, and is abun-^ 
dantly too large or lofty for declamation. It is now 
made' ufe > of for the Italian opera, and is fupported 
partly by private, fubfcription, and partly by the 
immediate payments of occafional fpe<3ators.. The 
band of mufical performers here is very full, and 
confifts of profeflbrs of the higheft reputatiork. 

The fummer theatre, on the oppofite fide of the 
way,, is exaSly upon the pkn of the thektres of 
Drury-lane and Covent-gairden,- excepting that 
they do not exhibit during the winter feafon. It is 
finallcr than.either of them, and was fupported with' 
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great eclat by the well-known aathdr, and player, 
Foote. At prefent, it is in the hands of Mr. Col- 
man, an author who has met with (bme encourage- 
ment from th^ public. 

* St. J)ancs's-lquare has an appearance of gran- 
deur equal to any other plan in town, and yet there 
are not many elegant hou&s in it ; and the fide next 
Pa}I Mall is fcandaloufiy rude and irfegtdar.. It is^ 
from the regularity of the bvitdings only,, the neat^ 
nets of the pavement^ and the beauty of the bafon irv 
the middle^ that this beaitty refults^ £f At hou&» 
were built Tnore in tafte, and the four fides exa<91y: 
corr^fpondent to each, other, the eiFe£l: would be^ 
much more Airprizing,. and the pleafiire ariiing front 
k more jnf^. Befides^ I cs^n- never thoroughly ap-- 
plaud.the baibn idelf, tilt it. is iiniihed as it ought,, 
with a ftatue of obeltfk in< the middle^ wordiy o€ 
the {jace it was to a^^pear in,, and the neighbour-^ 
hood it was to adern^ St.. J^me»'» church, is finely 
fituated witii i^egard to the profpefi,. on tbs nortb 
fide ctf the fquare; and if it had* be«n built in fuit-- 
able taftcy would have j^peared moft nobly to fill 
the vifta^ and add a pomp to the whole view: bufc 
the buildeis of that pite did" not trouble themfelves 
much about beauty; and, I believe,., it is mefe ac- 
cident that even tbefituationitfelftis ib fovourable.' 

Two very elegant houfes have been built on tiir 
weft fide of -this fquare.. The fou^hemmoft i« very 
bighly finilbed and adorned^, but the. other has a. 

sioUe 
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noble air of fiittplicity, and produces a happier 
efFedt. 

* It IS with no firtall concern I am obliged to own, , 
Aat the palace of the Britifh kings is fo fat from 
having one fingle beauty to recommend it, that it is 
at once the contempt of foreign. nations, and the 
difgrace of our- own.. It will admit of no debate, ^ 
that the court of a monarch ought to be the centre 
of all politenefs; and 3r grand and elegant outfide 
Would fecm, at Icaift, an indication rf a like perfec- 
tion within. We may fafbly add, that rfiis is ne- 
oeflary even in a political fenfe j for ftrangers very *^ 
naturally take their imprcffions of a- whole people,. 
By what diey fee at court j and the people themfelves » 
are, and ought to be, dazaled by- the auguft appear- 
ance of majefty, in pvcry thing that has anyrelation^ 
to it. LcoiJd wi{h, therefore, that Ways and means - . 
could be invented to bring about this necellary point, , 
that Britain might aflert her own tafte and dignity,- 
and vie in degance as^ well asppwerwith the moft- 
Enifhed of ^ our neighbours.*" 
' From hence we enter St. James*s^Park, a pleafing 
enclofUre of' about loo acres, which was originally - 
|4antedunder the direction of Z^A^^r^, but his pre- - 
fent majefty has made fome very; confiderable and^ 
judicious alterations.- We>' cannot'think-of pro- 
'Ceeding to Hyde Park^ till we have firft ^walked round ^ 
this agreeable pliace, . the' 'circuit 'of which, by the 
MaU and the Birdcagc^'i-walk, is near a mile and an ^ 
hiRlf.- 

li^6^^ ^ ^tAbout-r 
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^ About half way along the Mall, Wcftininfter- 
abbey appears over the tops of the trees, in the mofl: 
pi(fturefque manner imaginable. The fine green 
• of the park itfelf, the canal, and another city riling 
beyond all, is a view of fuch a nature as few places 
in the world can parallel. 

* Buckingham-houfc, now the queen's palace, is 
a building thajt attrafts more eyes, and has more 
admirers than almoft any other, about town; not 
that it is in &6t the moft beautiful, but becaufe it 
appears fo ; an advantage v^ch it derives only from 
its fituation, and the liberty it allows the fpedtator of 
feeing it in what point of view he pleafes. The 
parts which compofe this pile are neither new nor 
ftirprizing. The proportions are not abfolutely per* 
feft, the windows being remarkably too large and 
numerous, and the decorations fecm poor and tri- 
vial; the colonnade^ which leads to the wings, is 
ftuck on to the houfe without any plea for its con- 
nexion; and the wings are both miferable in them- 
jfelves, and no ways akin to the houfe they be- 
long to. Upon the whole, it muft be confefled, 
it has the appearance of tafte and defign, and if it 
is not perfect, there are few houfes that are more fo» 
The late duke of Buckingham's judgment is cer-. 
tainly to be applauded much, for chufing his ground 
&} welL It is o^ing to him, that the houfe has at 
ouce tlie advantage of a triple viila along the M$ll^ 
the air of Conftitution-hill, the profpeft of Chelfea- 
fields, terminated with the hills of Surry,, and- a moft 

delightful 
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delightful view of the canal, with the landfcapc on 
either fide, and the Banquetting-houfe at White- 
hall feen over the buildings on the parade, to finiih 
and adorn the whole. 

' The Birdcage- walk is exceedingly plealant, the 
fwell of the ground in the middle has an admirable 
effeft on the vifta, and the view from thence down 
to the canal is perfedUy fimple and Agreeable; I 
muft not omit here, that from this walk Whitehall 
and St. Paul's are feen over the Horfe-guards in a 
very pi<£birefque manner. 

*vThe Parade I have already touched upon, and 
therefore have little more to add on that fubjeft.. It 
is certainly a grand and fpacious area, and if adorn- 
ed with truly noble and auguft buildings, would not 
be efteemed one of the moft inconfiderable beauties 
about town. 

* I can by no means think it a wrong {^ace to' 
ereft an cqueftrian ftatue to- the memory of fome 
departed hero. Such a decoration can be no where 
raifed with more propriety, and no fituation what- 
ever would become it better. It is true, the great 
and immortal Naffau has been once denied this piece 
of juftice,. but they were not foldieis that were 
guilty of (6 great an indignity. We may prefume^ 
therefore,, that one time or other thofe gentlemen 
will refolve to pay this compliment to a monarch 
they muft allefteem, as his mighty genius and fu- 
perior abilitieis deferved.j a compliment which, tho! 
due to him, would do honpuu to themfelvesj^ and 
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wipe away a ftain which kerns a marlc of a nstionaC 
kigratitufie/ 

Thcic formeif y flood, on the t^aracfe, a fine braft 
ftatue of a gladiator, caft from an antique or origin 
nal by Agafias Deiitheus of £phefitS3 which laft is 
now in the Borghcfe palace at Rome*^ This ftatue, - 
m the reign of queen Anne, W3» removed from the 
Parade to Hampton-court, where it reovains at pre-r 
fcnt in the center of one of the parterres in the gar- 
den. 

Having already taken notice of the btrirdings ott- 
tise Parade, we (hall pafs forward through the Mall.. 
The beauties of this fine walk are fiich as need not 
be point3ed out to the fpe£btor. Ilie fmall lodge,, 
which nearly fronts the avenue leading to die Pa- 
rade, belongs to Cai4ton-hou(e, whkh * is moft 
delightfully fituated for a place of elegant and coUrtly^ 
pleafure; but ti\e building itfelf is^ tame and poor*. 
Hardly any place is capable of greater- improve- 
ments, and hardly any place ffeands in more need of. 
tilem.-* 

* Marlboroug^»houfe is another inftance of great 
Cfxpence, bat no tafte. It confifts only of a range • 
of windows or two,. » certain quantity of wimcan- 
uig ftone, which was. intended for decoration, and ' 
the weight of- chimnies over aH",. enough to fink th^ • 
roof to the foundation. It isNc^rtain^ the>ground af-^- 
forded the architedl aU the opportunity imaginabk- 
•fexerting his utanoft ait and genius, and if he had, . 

&e 
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tiie very place itfelf wcnild Yore fecureJ him the 
bigheft ap{4aufe.' 

Conftitutio|i-hiU is a pleafing afcent to one of thtf 
fineft eminences in natare. From hence die ey^ 
may command a vaft extent of variegated countryv 
bounded with diftant hiUs. Immedxatdy beneath 
appears die beautiful lawn of the Green-park, ikirt- 
«d on one fide with buildings, which, though irre** 
gular, are chearful and neat^ and on another by th» 
trees in St» James's^park, and enriched with a view 
of the abbey at Weftminfter. This beautiful pic*- 
ture i$ common to all the houfes on that part of Pic-* 
cadilly ivfaich fronts the Green^park> and it is much 
to be wilked^ diat they contributed their part to the 
tmbeliifhraent of the fcene: but the whole ftreet is^ 
a confiifed mafs of ho«feS dieftitute of general etk^y 
.and compofed of parts ftarce any of which deferytf 
notice^ Lord Bathurft's houfe is roomy and con*-^ 
venient within^ which is all die merit it can claim. 
But the two adjoining houfes exhibit a piomiie of 
(bmethingy. which» feems ht from its final accom-^ 
(lifliment^ They ace pact of a ftrU(Shu:e, which^ 
was to confift of a central part with a pediment^. 
and an adjacent houfe on each fide in acorrefpond^ 
log ftyle^ The whole compoiition is worthy off 
great praife, and if flniihed,. would be' no fmall or** 
nameht to die place*. Lord Egremont's^ houfe,, 
diough fdain and unadorned,., has an appearance 
which is not unpleafing, to which the chearful ppen^ 
sailing tends much to contribute. But th& duke of 
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Devonfliirc's is one of thofc which prefent a hornd 
blank of wall, chearlefs and unfocial by day, and 
terrible by night. - It is ftrangethat this tafte ihould 
ever have obtained among our nobility, and efpeci-> 
ally in the prefent inftance. Would it be credible^ 
if the fa£t did not put it out of controverfy, that any 
man of tafte, fafhion, and figure -would prefer the 
folitary grandeur of endofing hinifelf in a j^il, to thb 
enjoyment of the firft view in Britain, which he 
might poiTefs by throwing down this execrable brick 
fcreen* The public, Jiowever, have nothing to re- 
gret in lofing the fight of Devonflbire-houfe. It is 
fpacious, and fo are the £aft India company's ware- 
houCes ; and both are equally deferying praife. 

How unfortunate itis,that everything remarkable 
in this matchlcfs fituatioa may be comprized in one 
paragraph, and, that half that paragraph fiiould be 
employed in cenfure ! 

But to return to the. Green-park. The lawn c5on- 
fifts of the beautiful convexity of two gently rifing 
hills. In the valley is a little grove, that looks aa 
^fFenfive as a fcab on the face of beauty j but the 
new plantations, on the fidfe of the green ftagnant- 
pool, portend that it will not foon be removedi. 
How infinitely preferable: would, be, a well-planted 
walk from the bafon to the weftern gate^. which 
would relieve the eye that looks in vain for pleafure 
from tlie rude buildings on that fide, and would^. 
befidcs, afford a promenade, which,, in the partir 

cular- 
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eular of landfcape, woidd excel eveh thofe.of St. 
Jaines's-park. 

Earl Spencer's houfe, on the eaftern fide of the 
Park, is a fine piece of archltedlure, well calculated 
to be viewed with efFeA from any diftance. The 
Doric columns give it an appearance of great ma- 
jefty and^finnnefs 5 perhaps top much of the latter, 
as for as weight is implied. The ftatues on the 
pediment add a grace to the ftruflxire, without in- 
cumbering it. 

The Ranger's houfe has been lately altered and* 
ej^larged, but has acquired no beauty by that means. 
The enormity of balcony, which environs it, lool^i 
like the outriggers to an Indian canoe, to prevent it 
from overfetting. 

The fpe<Sbtor who walks along Piccadilly, and is 
occafiona|ly delighted with the landfcape feen through 
the breaks in the park-wall,- where iron railing t8 
fubftituted, will, at the fame time, be inclined ta 
regret, that the whole wall is not demolifhed, and 
the railing made unifona throughout. 

* Sorry I am that the (hops and yards of the ftatu- 
arie*^^ in Piccadilly, afford a judicious foreigner fuch 
flagrant opportunities to arraign and condemn our 
tafte. Among a hundred ftatues, you {hall hardJy 
fee one even tolerable, either in defign or execiition ; 
nay, even the copies of the antique are fo mon- 
ftroufly wretched, that one can har^jr guj^fs at 
their originals. 

« I wUl 
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* I will ndt lay tiic blame of this proftitution of fi> 
fine . an art entirely on its profeflbrs j no, I rather 
attribute it to the ignorance and folly of the buyers, 
who, being refolved to have ftatues in their gar- 
dens at all events, firft make a wrong choice, and 
then refolve to purchafe their follies as cheap as 
.poiiible. This puts the workman in a wrong tafte 
of defigning, and hafty and rude' in finHKing: hence 
excellency is never thought of, and the matter, like 
the highwayman in the Beggar's Opera, is happy 
when he has turned his lead into gold. 

* I muft confeis, nothing is more amazing to me, 
than the ignorance of our gentry in the polke arts, 
and in. ftatuary particularly j which is fo flagrant, 
that, among the vaft numbers of ftatues which are 
to'be feeh in the gardens of tiiis nation, it is almoll 
a miracle if you find one good one. Neither are 
we alone ignorant of the art itfelf, b«t even of the 
tife of it too ; for there are as few ftatues weH fitu- 
ated as chofen ; attd too nyany have reafon to bkiih 
both for the figure kfelf, artd die end itwas defigneA 
to anfwer. 

* Nothing can be more plain, than what is 
teeant for dfecoration fhoifld be beautiful in itfclf, 
knd placed with propriety too. What excufe then 
can be made for the wretched' things whJch we fee 
croivded on the eye, tfiat (hock, inftead of afford- 
ingj entertainme^it. ' * 

« In the firft place, therefore, a ftattre fliouM be 
good in itfelf i in the next, it fliould be credted to 

advan- 
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ad^rantftge ; and, kflly, it fhould, in its own nature, 
be fuited to the place. To eoafipkat an area, end 
a vifla, adorn a fountain, or decorate a banqueting-* 
houfe, or alcove, is the juft and natural life of 
ftatues : not to people a. garden, and make a .nuifance 
of what ought to be a beauty. 

' Neither is every good ftatue adopted to every 
place: the equeftrian ftatue of a. hero would furt 
but ill with foothing falls of water, and all the foft- 
nefs of Italian luxury ; neither would' the river-gods 
become the hurry and pomp of a nobleman's court- 
yard, Cammon-fenfe, one would imagine, would 
preferve us from sd>furdities like thcfej and yet there 
are f6 many proofs to the contrary, that we cannot 
be too fevere in our cenfure, or take' t<K) much pains 
to bring about a refoFfn2U:ion.* 

Fr^m the Green-park we crofs tlte Tcad, and 
enter Hyde-park. This is much mere extenfive 
than bot^ the othn^ we have ja& kffi, and it is in a 
much more defetste ftate. Bet t*ie liitm-sd advan-*- 
tages of the place are fucfe, that it never fails to kn^ 
prefs the imagination with a certain fenfe of vaftftefs 
and fiiblifnity. The extent of tiifc open pfein has aft 
«ffe<a fimilar to that which is cjqierienced by a tra^ 
vellcr, when, by fome chamgc of pofition, he 'is 
fuddenly brou^t in fi^t of the fea. This pkin h 
not left remarkable for elev-afnon t^an eiotent. It 
commands a moft nobb view, is idea£iiilly watered 
by the Serpentine-river, and, in fliort, poffefies 
every beamy and convenience wiiidi might be re*. 

quired 
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quired in the fituation of the royal palace of the 
Britifh kings. It has ^ten been pointed out as a 
fpot adapted to. «vcry purpofe of magnificence and 
beauty. 

To the eaft of Hyde-park are Kenfington-gardcns^ 
belonging to the royal palace at Kenfuigton. This 
palace was the feat ©f the Lord Chancellor Finch, 
afterwards carl of Nottingham, and was purcfaafed 
by William III. fince which time it has been con- 
fidefably enlarged. It is, indeed, fuperior to St. 
James's, but prodigioufly beneath any idea we might 
form of a royal palace. The gardens are fimple, 
elegant, and beautiful. They confift, for the moft 
part, of noble grafs walks, leading to feveral cen- 
ters, the intermediate fpaces being variouily planted. 
The bafon of water before the palace is furroundcd 
with an amphitheatre of trees^ which rife above each 
other, and produce a delightful and ftriking eiFe<5l. 

But as it is no part of our route to furvey thcfc 
gardens, we (hall return into town by the gate at 
the upper end of Brook-ftrect. 
. ^ Grofvenor-fquare is not the laft addition which 
has been made to the town, but the laft in fituation; 
and as it is generally underftood to be the fineft of 
all our fquares, I am forry I haye -the opportunity to 
fay, it has fo few advantages to recommend it, and 
that the public are difpofed to like thefe few fo well. 
I have frequently obferved already, that magnificence 
ihould never be attempted ; it ought always to be 
pcrfefl: and compleat, or elfe the very effay mocks- 

the 
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the builder, -and excites ridicule inftead of admira- 
tion. This is the cafe orOrofvenor^fquare. It 
was meant to be very fine, but has mifcarried very 
unfortuiiately in the execution. There is no har- 
mony or agreement in the parts whicl> compofe it, 
neither is there one of thofe parts "which can make 
us any thing amends for the irregularity of the whole. 
The triple houfe of the north fide is a wretched at-; 
tempt at fomething extraordinary; but I hope not 
many people, hefides the purchafers, are deceived in 
their opinions of its merits; for it is not only bad 
in itfelf, but in its fituatton too. Had it been in the 
center of the line, therfe would have been fome ex- 
cufe for the projed; but as it is almoft in an ex- 
tremg, there can be no plea remaining, unlefs the 
view of taking in fome young heir to buy it at a 
great rate, may be allowed one. 

* The eaft fide is the only regular one of the four, 
and is, undoubtedly, n?uch the moft ejegant for that 
reafon ; but then, even this is not in tafte 5 a'hd nei- 
ther the houfe in the middle, nor the two which 
ferve as wings, have any thing remarkable to re- 
commend them, though the builder leems to defign- 
they fhould. The pediment over that in the mid- 
dle, particularly, is proportioned only to the breadth 
of that houfe, and not the entire line, whereby it 
appears, that the artift forgot his firft defign of mak- 
ing this the main body to the whole. 

' The other two fides arc Iktle better than a col- 
lection of whims and frolicks in building, without 
' any 
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afty thing like order or beauty, and th^eforc dc* 

ferve no farther confidferation. v 

^ As to the area in the midfty it is certainly laid 

out in a very expenfive taftc, and kept with great 

' decency and -neatnefs. The making it circular is 
new in deflgn, and^bappy in effed. The ftatue in 
the center makes a very good appearance in profpe^S^, 
and is a fine decoration; but in itfelf is no way ad- 
mirable, or defeVving appla^fe. 

^ I have often wondered that, among the many fpa- 
cious areas of| buildings which adorn this city, an 
bdangular one was never thought of. I am fully 

,perfuaded, that it would make a nobler figure than 
atny we have yet feen, and is capable of greater beau* 
ties. It is to be obferved though, that I would not 
have it broke at the angles for the fake of theftreets 
or entrances, bccaufe they would fpoil the theatrical 
appearance of the whole : I would rather chufe to 
have all thofe inlets under an arch, in the center of 
each particular fide ; and if the fuperftru^ure was 
elevated proportionably, in a grand and noble ftyle, 
what was principally meant as a coaventency^ would 
prove one of the moft magnificent ornaments in the 
world. 

« I would not be underflood here as recommend- 
ing any farther additions to this mighty metropolis; 
no, I am of opinion^ the head is much too big for 
the body; and, therefore, its farther growA cannot 
be checked toofoon: but this I leave to the deter- 
mination of wifer heads than mine.' 

Berkeley- 
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Berkelcy-fquare is pkafantly fituated on the fide of 
a hill, and has a very chearful afpeci:. The equeftri- 
aa ftatue in the middle is aconfiderable ornament to 
the place, though poflefied of little merit. The 
eaft and weft fides of this fquare are well paved, and 
the buililings, though without much order, are of a . 
reputable clafs. But the north fide is in&moufly the 
reverfe. Small irregular edifices, among which are an 
open fiflimonger's-ftall, and a iQltery-ofiice, con- 
tribute their mutual deformities to difgracethis fine- 
ly elevated fpot. Yet it is one ground for comfort, 
that the value of theie ftruftures will be fo much the 
lefs an obftacle, if any of our nobility fhould chufe 
to purchafe the ground for building. The fouth 
fide is entirely taken up by Shelburne-houfe, but this 
auguft fedifice, fo from adding grace to the fquare, 
can vOnly be fcen from thence in profile, and prefents 
to view, on that fide, an infignificant wall. The 
true^ point of view for this palace is from Hay -hill, 
whence the fight is intercepted only by a wall, which 
we muft do that juftice to the builder's taflre to con- 
fefs, is no higher than was abfolutely neceflary. The 
houfe itfelf unites at once the gay, the elegant, and 
ihe grand. 

* We muft now pafs into Piccadilly, where we 
ihall be entertained with a fight of the moft expen- 
five wall in England ; I mean that before Burling- 
ton-»hQufe, Nothing material can be objected to it, 

and much may be fatd in its praife. It is certain, 
the height >is wonderfully wiell proportioned to the 

length. 
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length, and the decorations are both fimple and mag- 
nificent. The grand entrance is aiiguft and beau- 
tiful, and by covering the houfe entirely from the 
eye, gives, pleafure and furprize at; the opening of 
the whole front, with the area before it, at once. If 
any thing can be found fault with in this ftrufture, 
it is, that the wait itfelf is not exa£Uy on a linej 
that the columns of the gate- are merely ornamen- 
tal, and fupport nothing at all; that tiie ruftick has 
not all the propriety in the world for a palace; and 
that the main body of the pile is hardly equal to the 
outfide. Butthefe may be rather Imaginations of 
mine, than real imperfefli'ons • for which reafon I 
fubmit them to the confideration of wifer heads.' 

The fcreen ibefore Lord Melburne's appears dimi- 
nutive befide that of Burlington-houfe, but that is, 
in reality, a merit, according to the proverb, which 
prefers the leaft of two evils. In fa6t, it is much 
lefs calculated than the other to excite the ideas of 
murder and robbery in the paffengers, and is much 
lefe productive of infult and danger to unproteded 
females, who may pafs that way after dark. The 
pediment over the gate is heavy, , and the houfe de- 
ferves neither cenfure nor praife. 

St, James's-ftreet is much more remarkable for 
the natural advantages and beauty of the ground, 
than from any addition it has received from art. 
The houfe at the corner of Park-place is well pro- 
portioned, and- has confiderable merit. The pa* 
lace-gate, notwithftandlng its Sidvantageous pofition 
' • at 

Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



L O N DO N. t93 

ait tiic end of this fttcct, has a very mein appear- 
ance. . ^ 

* There is nothing in the whole prodigious length 
of (he two Bond-ftreets, or in any of die adjacent 
l>laces, though almoft all eroded within our memo- 
ries, tha^ is any thing worth our attention : feveral 
little wretched. attempts there are at foppery in 
building, but they are eren too inconiiderable for 
cenftire. There is . fomething particular in the - 
manner of Qeorgc-ftreet, which deferves our atten- 
tion ; it being laid out fo confiderably wider at the 
Upper end^ towards Hanover- fqiiare, that it quite 
xeverfcs the perfpeftive, and (hews the end of the 
vifta broader than die beginning ; which was cal- 
culated to give 'a noble view of the fquare itfelf at 
•die entrance, and a better pro^a down the ftreet 
from the other fide. Both ways the effects anfwers 
the iritentioni and we have only to lament, that the 
buildings tbemfelveS are not more worthy this pains 
to. fhew them to advantage. The. weft fide of 
Hanover-fquare is uniform, argues a very tolerable 
. tafte in the archite£b, and deferves a good deal of 
approbation ; but all the reft are intolerable, and 
deferve no attention at all. 

< The church of St. George's is, at leaft, one of 
the moft elegant in London : the portico is ftatdy 
4ind auguft, the fteeple handfome and well propor- 
tioned, and the north and eaft profpcfts very well 
worth a fincere approbation ; but even this ftrufture- 
48 no wber^ to be feen but in profile, as mentioned ' 
K above. 
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above, though fituated in the very center of the 
vifta that leads to Grofvenor-fquare j and were it 
not for two or three intervening houfes, would be 
feen in the nobleft point of light in the world. In 
(hort, it would fill die eye quite from the other fide 
of that fquare in all its perfeiftion ; and I leave any 
one to judge to what fuperior advantage it would 
. then appear, and how many more beauties it would 
add to the profpe(5l« • - 

* The late general Wade's houfe, in .Cork-ftreet, 
is a ftru&ure which, though finall, is one of the 
. beft things among the modern, or lately ereded, 
buildings. The general defign, or plan, is pom- 
pous and expenfive ; indeed, the whole houfe is one 
continued clutter of ornament ; and yet there is no- 
body can fay there is too much, or that be defires 
to have any part removed out of the Vf^y- Let me 
add, it is the only fabric in miniature I ever (a^w, 
where decorations were perfeftly proportioned to the 
• Ipaoe they were to fill, and did not, by their .multi- 
plicity, or fome other miftake, incumber the whole. 

< I can find no other fault with the late duke of 
Queenfbury's-houfe, in Vigo-lane, but that it is 
badly fituated over againft a dead-wall, and in a 
' lane that is unworthy of fo grand a building. To 
which we may add, that it wants wings, and muft 
ever do fo, becaufe there is not room to make (b 
neceflary and graceful an addition. 

* This fabric is evidently in the ftyk of Inigo 
Jones, and not at all unworthy the fchool of that 

great 
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great mafter. A beautiful imitation Is of abun- 
dantly more value than a bad original ; and he that 
could copy excellencies fo well, could not want a 
great deal of his own«' 

Golden-fquare contains nothing deferving of at- 
tention. The buildings^ like thofe of moft other 
fquares in town, are fufEciently irregular ; and the 
octagonal area, which is enclofed by neat iron 
railing, is more negle£ted than is ufual in thefe 
places of ornament. The ftatue in the center is 
bad, particularly the arm which holds the trun- 
cheon. And the coach pavement, near the railing, 
exhibits very offenfive fymptoms of negleA, 

Leicefter-fquare, or, as it is commonly caBed, 
. Leicefter-fields, confifts of a pleafmg inclofed grafe- 
plat on the fide of an hill, ^vhich is ornamented w:ith 
^ noble equeflrian ftatue of George L which for- 
inerly ftood in the garden of the duke of Chando^, 
at Cannons. The avenues to this iquare are re- 
markably bad, and the houfes which furround it are 
rather mean. Leicefter-houfe, now Sir A&ton 
Lever's Mufeum, is a low plain building, worthy 
of little efiimation, but from the curiofities it con- 
tains. But we beg Sir Afliton Lever's pardon, if 
we mifcall it by ufing the name Mufeum.; It was 
originally fo called^ but the quackery of its pro- 
prietor induced him to Imagine, that the public 
would be more delighted with the ibunding names 
of Olophufium, or Hotophufikon ; by both whKh, 
if we miftake not, it has been fucc^TeJy called. 
K t But 
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But not to complain about little thjngs, whlch^ 
though they give pain to the man of delicacy, may 
have great rnflnence with the gaping holiday vulgjtr; 
it muft be^allowed that Sir Aftiton's collcftion of 
fpecimcns of naturahhiftory is, at leaft, equal to, if 
it does not exceed, any other in the world. The 
man of icience, who enters this delightful repofitory, 
may, peiiiaps, wifh the arrangement had been, in 
feme refpeds, mfore claifical ; but the learned, and 
the^unlcarned, muft concur in praifing the admi- 
raUe tfkA which is produced, from the ftriking and 
extei^ve view of the beauties of nature which are 
here dii|>laycd. The ptoprietor has judicioufly cur- 
tailed fo much of the partitions, that we do not 
pafs from room to room, but through an extenfive 
and magnificent gallery; 

There are fixtsen apartments in which this col- 
lection is dtepofited, befides the ftair-cafe, and the 
out-hqufe where the elephant and s&cbra ftand. 
Twelve of thcfe arc above, and four below. Each 
contains a variety of iiibjeCts, but is diftinguiihed 
by fome appellation, expreifive either of the general 
Uk it is applied to, or of fome particularly ftriking 
' objc£l. The ufual mode of viewing them is as^ 
follows : 

(Above.) 

1 Stair-cafe, 

^ Native FofBl Room, 

3 Extraneous ditto, 

4 Shell Room, 

5 Argus 
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'5 Argus Pheafant Room> 

6 Infed, or Hippopotamus Rpom, 

7 Antique Room, 

8 Buftard Room, 

9 Peacock Pheafanfr Room, 

10 Reptile Room, 

1 1 Fifliing Coral Room, 

12 Monkey Room, 

13 Oftrich Room* 

(BelowJ 

14 Wardrobe Room, 

15 Otaheite Room, 

16 Club Room^ 

17 S^andwicb Iflands Room. 

The following is a very curfory ai>d genital; ac* 
cou9tof eacbof theie, a particular. one perhaps will, 
i^ver be given. 

X. Around the St^ir-cafe are diTperfed various wea* 
pons of war, of diffexent nations, chiefly Eaftem, 
and European, fkins of ferpents, horns, bones,, 
teeth, and heads of animals, {tmks jaws, an ele- 
phant's tufli,. weight one hun.dred and thirteeu 
'pounds, manati, crocodile, and iea-lione6, &c. 2«s» 
Among tbefe are the following curious ai^ticles : 

The foiSI head and horns of aipi animal (aid to be 
% fpecies of the elk or moofe deer, that is now ex^ 
ttnfl:, dvg from the bogs of Ireland, whjere they are 
very comn;ion. The weight and fize of dide, but 
more particularly of (ojn^, others that have been. 
fouiJid,, is toi prodigious, that confidering the forn^ 
' &i of 
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of the animal that was to carry them, his heigftt 
muft have been exceffive. Not lefs, as Pennant 
allows, if we judge by analogy, than^welve feet. 

The head and tuihes of a Norwal whale, from 
Greenland. It is now fuppofed by naturalifts, that 
it was the head of this animal, which is ufually 
found with only one tulh, and which is very long 
and fpiral,.that has given birth to the fabulous uni- 
corn, or that has at leaft occaiioned many modern 
writers to credit the ancient fables concerning that 
animal. The head here fpoken of, has both the 
tuflies in great prefervation, and is the only one 
known at prefent in any cabinet or niuieum. 

The manati, a large, docile, amphibious animal, 
that inhabits the rivers of Africa and South Ame- 
rica. The following remarkable tale of one of this 
"fpecies, is taken from the laft edition of Pennant's 
hiftory of quadr upedes. ** I {hall conclude this ac- 
count, with the following extraordinary hiftory of a 
tame manati, preferved by a certain Prince of Hif- 
paniola, at the time of the arrival of the Spaniards, 
ih a lake adjoining to his reGdence. It was on ac- 
count of the gentlenefs of its nature called in the 
language of the country, m atum. It would appear 
as foon as it was called by any of its familiars, for it 
hated the Spaniards on account of an injury it had 
received from one of thofe adventurers. The fable 
of Arion was here realized. It would offer itfelf to 
the Indian favourites, and carry over ten at a time, 
finging and playing on its back. It was particularly 

cna- 
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enamoured of one youth, which reminds me of the 
claffic;a} parallel in. the Dolphin of Hippo, fo beau^ 
tlfuUy r^ated by the younger Pliny, The fates of 
the two animals were very diiFerent ; Matum efcapei 
to his native waters, by means of a violent flood > 
the Hipponenfian fi{h fell a facrifice to the poverty of 
the retired colonifts.'* This ftory was originally 
eartrafted from Peter Martyr's decades of the Indies. 

. The curious workmanfhip of the ftvords, fhields, 
&€• difperfed around, fill the mind with ideas of the 
great ingenuity and induftry of man. 

2. The .firft room you enter is the native Foffil 
B^oom^ c<>nfijfting of foifils below and birds above, all 
in glafscafes) as are almoft all the fubje(^s of every 
qJafSj.^ad in every room, which muft have been a 
very heayy article of expen^ce to the proprietor. The 
faffils arefpars, ores, ftones, pebbles, chryftal mun- 
die, &c.. in moft of which England abounds, and 
which occafions the learned foreigners who vifit our 
mufeums to. behold them with rapture and afto- 
nifhment. 

, As this room is the beginning of the birds, which 
^re difperfed through almoft every room above flairs, ~ 
it is neceffary here to obferve, that they arc fo nu- 
merous, are in fuch fine prefervation,. and by their 
infinitely variegated and beautiful plumage, produce 
fuch a charming eSe&, that nothing but actual in- 
ipe£iion can give any adequate idea of the pleafur^, 
and furprize the mind re;ceives at the view. The 
Qccafional mention of a few as we proceed^ muft not 
K 4 therefore 
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therefore make the rea4ier fiippofe, that thofe are the 
only ones worthy notice. • The obfervcr hardly 
knows whene to reft, or which to feleft. The 
txzfk number is not k&own, but it is foppofed diere 
are five thoufand birds, from, all countries, and above 
fixteen hundred difierent fpecies. 

Among many others, there are in this roont the 
rhinoceros bird, fo called from the large and hor* 
nified configuration of its beak, and pied pea4ien^ 
which, at eleven years dd, put forth the plumage 
of a cock. 

3* The next is the ^traneous Foffil Room, con* 
taining, as die former, birds and extraneous foflUs. 
Among the birds are the African flamingo, hum- 
ming bird, king bird of paradife^ pelican^ SiQ. &c, 
&c. The pelican is a wstter fow^ preys to fifb, 
and is remarkable for a bag or bladder under hrs- 
throat, in which, after driving the finali fry in fhoals' 
before it, into fome hole convenient for feizing 
them) it depofits a number of them, which it de> 
vours at leifure, or carries to its young, which it 
feeds, by bending its neck, preifing the bag againft 
its breaft, and forcing the fifh out. T)iis gave rife 
to the ancient fable of the pelican's pecking ita 
.breaftj and feeding its young with its own entrails.. 

The extraneous fblBls are faid to be one of the 
firft colIe£tions in the world, and conflft of woods, 
l^ants, bones, bivalve-fliells, horns, entrochi, echini 
in chalk and flint,, belemnites, pediculi, teeth and 
palates of fifh, nauticuli, &c. &c. &c. all which are 

none 
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none of them mineral produftions, but by fome 
great revolution in the fyftcm of the earth have been 
buried in it, and laid there for ages. 

4. The Shdl Room contains birds, and a moft 
beautiful colleSron and arrangement of cawries, fea* 
cggSj clamps, muflels, limpets, cockles, harps, 
mufics, fpikes, mitres, fnails, fpirals, dippers, olives, 
liveries, figs, turnips, barnacles, funs, conehs, tuns, 
trumpets, helmets, and numerous other (hells. 
Likewife, the bird of paradife, filrer pheafant from 
China, cormorant, &c. &c» &c. and a brood pf 
partridges, confifting of the cock, the hen, feventeen 
chickens, and tv^o eggs, in the utnioft perfeflion of 
prefer vation. 

5, The Argus Pheafant Room contains birds, 
beaflrs, anJ feveral cafes of Italian, German, and 
Briftol marble, granite, &c, and fome beautifully 
mannfacShired fluors of Derbvfhire. . 

Among numerous other birds, are the peacock, 
pea-hen, Jamaica flamingo, vulture from Gibraltar, 
Urge cockatoo, non-defcript hawk, fwan, mde 
and female eagle, white pea-fowl, Guinea fowl, 
demoircUe of Numidia, zebra bird, curaflb, &c. &c. 
&c. with a bird newly inferted, called the argus 
pheafant, from Pekin in China, very remarkable 
for the beauty of its plumage, and the elegance and 
majefty of its form. 

The beafts confifts of — the large Greenland bear, 
royal tiger, leopard, Perfian cat, Perfian lynx, Mex- 
ican hog, beaver, otter, badger, martin, fulimart, 
K 5 opolTum, 
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opoffum, &c. &c. &c. and the ichneumon, a fpccics 
of weefel, formerly worfliipped by the Egyptians, 
on account of its ufe and friendly difpofition to man. 
It is the mortal enemy of that moft fatal of ferpents, 
the naja, which it attacks without dread, and fhould 
i^ receive a wound in the combat; is faid to retire 
inftantly to eat a certain herb, which -is an antidote 
tp poifon ; after which it returns to the attack, and 
feldom fails of victory. Rumphius obferves with 
what fkill it feizes a ferpent by the throat, fo as to 
avoid receiving any injury; and Lucan beautifully 
defcribes the addrefs of this animal, in conquering 
the Egyptian afp, thus tranflated by Rowe» 

** Thus oft th' ichneumon on the banks of Nilc^ 
Invades the deadly afptc by a wile ; 
While artfully his flender tail is play*d. 
The ferpent darts upon the dancing (hade; 
Then turning on the foe with fwift furprifc. 
Full on the throat the nimble feizer flies. 
The gafping fnake expires beneath the wound, ^ 
His gulhing jaws with poifonous floods abound, f 
And fhed the fruitlefs mifchief on the ground. 

This animal is domefticated both in India and 
Egypt; it becomes- very tame, and is more ufefu} 
than a cat in deftroying rats and mice ; it likewife 
digs the eggs of crocodiles from the fands, and de- 
ftroys them. Vide Pennant's Hiftory of Quadru- 
pedcs. 

The 
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The four rooms defcribed above are in front, and 
though not more carious than the fucceedingy have 
the fineft eftedl on the eye. 

6- You then turn on the rights and enter the 
Infeft or Hippopotamus Room, where you find — a 
young hippopotamus, and a young African rhino- 
ceros, two animals remarkable, when full grown^ 
for bulk and ftrengtb, as well as form ; old He6lor 
from the Tower ; fbamoife, a kind of goat, from 
t)ie hide of which is made (hamoife^ or fhammy^ 
leather— Armadillo, flying fquirrcl from the Eaft- 
Indies^ porcupine, tail-lefs maucau, petril-noied-bat^ 
the great ^nt-eater from South America, an animal 
almoft as large, and fomething like the brown bear^ 
that lives entirely on ants» which it catches by the 
afiiftance of a fhzrp oblong nofe, and an exceed- 
ijigly long glutinous tongue The %ecimen here 
preferved is very valuable, on account of its fize and 
Icarcity, with many others* ^ 

. The infe£l clafs contains fome beautiful cafes of 
butterflies, moths, fcorpions, beetles^ grafshoppers^ 
^rantula, fpiders> locufts^ &c. &c» 
, 7, In the Antique Room are various ^cimensp 
of Roman, Perfian> German, Old Englifli, &c. an* 
tiqucs in iron, brafe, and pottery ; together with at 
bofs buflfalo, an Angora goat, and a few other beafts;, 
and a remarkably fine Roman font,, or bafm of. 
carthern ware,, on which is painted a reprcfentation 
of a fea engagement, and various emblematical 
figures confonant to the fubje<a. 

K 6 8. The 
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8. The Buftard Room is diftinguKhaWe for a 
Jarge cock buftard from Norfolk, that weighed 
twenty-nine pounds. The threat of the buftard 
contains a kind of bag (here extnufted and preferved)^ 
which naturalifts do not feem to have determined 
the ufe of, though the bird is a native. There is 
alfo the penguin, from Falkland's ifland, which re- 
fembles a fiffa, ^poft as much as a bird, the velvet 
{houldered peacock from J^pan, American man of 
war birds, cufliew bird, crown bird from Africa^ 
golden bird of paradife, yellow and fcarfe^t 4>reafted 
touchan from South America, fppon bill, various 
eagles, falcons, hawks, owls^ &c. &c. &c. 

9. The Peacock Pheafant Room i&a continiiation 
of birds, and contains the peacock pheafant from 
China, a bird of beautiful plumage j the cailbwary 
from Java, remarkable for being large and ugly, 
with exceiiively ftrong legs and feet, wings fhort,. 
quills of the porcupine kind, antl feathers that look 
like the hair of bears, Likewife, the albatrofs, from 
the Cape of Good Hope, confpicuous too fop its 
fize ; which, when it fpreads its wings,, muft look 
prodigious, they being thirteen feet from tip to tip*. 
And the crowned African crane, the Cyrus crane^ 
fcom Bengal, the golden pheafent, the ring pheafant, 
and the mandarine duck, all from China, and all 
isemarkable for beauty of (hape and plumage, the 
American fcarlet curlew, the golden eagle, eagle 
ewl, great crowned Indian pigeon, &c. &c. ice 

I 
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10- The Reptile Room contains, among many 
other fine fpecimens, the rattle-fnake,. polypus, buU 
frdg, torpedo, camelion, guana^ lizards, ferpents^ 
fnakes, &c. &c. &c. 

ii» In the Fifli and Coral Room are the wolf- 
fifli^ frog-fiih, monk-fUh, needle-fifli, porcupine* 
iiih, toad-fiih, file and variegated file-fifh, faw-fiifa^ 
dolphin, elefb-ical eel, fpider crab, grampus, fcarlet 
gurnard, remora, &c. &c. &c. with great variety of 
corals. 

12. The Monkey Room is filled with a fine col* 
leclion. of the various fpecies of that animal, among . 
which arc a young male and female orangoutangs 
confpicuous for their difgufting and diftorted refem- 
blance to the human form 5 the large African baboon, 
the long armed monkey, the dog faced monkey, 
the fdky or lion monkey, from Brafil, &c. &c» 
&c. 

1 3^ The fubjefts in. the Oftrich Room are mis- 
cellaneous. They confifl of mufical inftruments, 
tobacco pipes, &c. from China and the Eaft-Indies ;. 
ipecimens of fljelh, v^roods, and birds eggs ; manu-. 
fcripts v^^ritten by perfons born without hands or. 
feet ; the male and female oflrich egg and young ; 
fome few cafes of birds 5 and the painting of a moit 
remarkable horfe, with a manufcript account (rfhim, 
€Xtra<9»d from a book written by George Simoa 
Winter, and printed at-Nurembarg, liSjy of which 
the following is a tranfcript. 

"This 
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•* This horfe was a fine fnow white ftallion, out 
of the ftud of the old Count of Oldenburg. The 
Qount gave him to the Landgrave of Heifc CaffeL 
He was kept in the ftables of the landgrave twenty 
years, where he died. He was a horife of a fine 
form and movement, his mane was in feveral parts 
three, four, and four and a half ells long, but the 
hair of his tail was feven, eight, and even nine ells 
long. (An ell is near tvvo Englift feet,) I have 
feveral fuch hairs now in my poffeffion, which, by 
the order of the upper mafter of the horfe, were 
brought me by the groom, George Benden, who 
had for a long, time the care of this horfe. The 
above-mentioned upper mafter of the horfe, vsrhen he 
was a page at court, often rode him in the riding 
ffhool, as he told me himfelf. The m,ane and tail 
were kept very clean in the ftabie, and enclofed in a 
leathern bag, and he wajs thus brought into the 
riding fchool. But when the landgrave rode him^ 
the mane and tail were in a red velvet bag ; but if 
the bags were not ufedj then the fervant carried the 
mane in his hand, and two other fervants fupported 
the tail." 

The oftrich in this room ftands near feven feet 
high, and when alive could have extended himfelf to 
almoft nine. There are a pair of humming birds 
put. in the fame cafe, by way of contraft, the 
Qne being the leaft,^ and the other the biggefl of 
birds, ... 

14. From 
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14. Ftom hence the fpe£btors return and defcend 
into the Rooms 'below, the firft of which is the 
wardrobe, where are depofited dreffes of various na- 
tions, men^s and women's ; ladies (boss from China> 
flippers, Periian, Turkiih, &c. &c. and Oliver 
Cromwell's armour and part of .his drefs, which 
denote him tc^ have been both a very large and 
ftrong man. 

15. The next is the Otaheite Room, where are 
numerous dreiTes, ornaments, idols, domeftic uten- 
fils, &c. of the people in the newly-difcovcred 
iflands, which, to an aAive imagination, convey a 
forcible idea of them and their manners. 

16. In the Club Room are the warlike weapons 
of the feveral favage nations of America^ The 
clubs are many of them curioufly carved, and fomc 
require prodigious ftrength to be able to wield with 
agility. 

17. The Sandwich Iflands. Room is a continu-* 
ation of the fubjefts in the Otaheite Room, being 
full of curious Indian drefles, idols, ornaments, 
bows, &c. &c. &c. which cxprefs very ftrongly th^ 
character of the people. 

Befides thefe, there are in an out-houfe, a full 
grown elephant and the zebra, which, when alive, 
belonged to her Majefty. 

Thofe who have feen the Holophuficon, muft 
have very dull faculties indeed, if they do not retain 
a lively impreiSon of the pleafure they received. 

8 The 
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The endlefe variety difplayedi in the beautiful 
plumage of the birds, and the fparkling colours re- 
fleded from the ihells, fpars, ores, &c. &c. their 
feveral properties, manners, and difpofitions ; the 
ferocious ftare of animals terrible to man, but here 
deprived of the power of harm, and fubmitted to the 
eager infpeiUon of curiofity ; the malevolent afped 
of the reptile race, that makes the beholder, on 
fteing himfclf furrounded by them, happy to recoi- 
led they are dead ; thefe all confpire to imprefs the 
mind with a conviftion of the reality of things^ 
which he had till then almoft held vhfionary^ They 
fill him with a majeftic awe for the power of bones- 
and claws, and a ftill greater reverence for his own 
vrit, that has taught him to fubdue them. He 
looks at lions, leopards, bearsy tigers, and that 
moft enormous of all reptiles, the crocodile ; and 
meditates on the horrid depredations committed by 
them, and their anceftors. As , he proceeds^ the 
objects before him make his a£tive fancy travel from' 
pole to pole through torrid and through frigid 
s&ones. He beholds the manners of men in the 
forms of their habits ; he fees the Indian rejoiced 
at, and dancing to the monotonous found of his 
torn, torn J he fighs to recolleft the prevalent 
power of fear and fuperftition over the human 
mind, when hq views the rude deformity of an idol 
carved with a flint, by a hand incapable of imi- 
tating the outline of nature, and that works only 

that 
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that It may worlhip. In fhort, he looks at the vaft 
volumes of a£tual informations, that every where 
furround him, and is undetermined where to begin, 
or on which to fix his attention mott. Such at 
leaft were the fenfations experienced- by the writer 
of the prefent account, and fuch he thought ithis 
duty to convey, as far as his plan and abilities per- 
mit, to his readers. 
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